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FOREWORD 


This  is  my  seventh  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Borough  and  as  in  previous  years,  it  contains 
information  on  the  services  provided  under  the  National  Health 
Service  and  the  National  Assistance  Acts,  (in  so  far  as  these 
apply  to  the  Local  Authority)  together  with  a  report  by  the  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector  on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the 
area,  and  notes  on  certain  other  services  provided  by  the  depart¬ 
ment. 

Statistics 

The  Borough  continues  to  enlarge,  the  rate  of  growth  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  There  are  fewer  old 
persons  in  West  Bromwich  (85  per  1,000  population)  than  the 
average  for  England  and  Wales  (120  per  1,000  population)  on 
the  estimates  of  population  for  1963.  Consequently,  the  death 
rate  is  lower.  However,  the  adjusted  death  rate,  which  allows 
for  this  age  bias,  for  West  Bromwich  (14.1)  is  higher  than  for' 
England  and  Wales  (12.2).  The  death  rate  from  bronchitis  in 
particular,  is  higher  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales. 


The  birth  rate  is  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole  and  at  19.4  is  an  increase  over  1963  (19.1).  If  this 
figure  also  is  adjusted  to  allow  for  the  bias  in  the  age  distribution 
of  the  population,  the  rate'is  17.8  compared  with  18.2  for  England 
and  Wales.  It  is  difficult  to  evaluate  in  numerical  terms  the  effect 
on  these  statistics  by  that  part  of  the  population  from  Asia  and 
the  West  Indies.  However,  although  actual  figures  are  not  avail¬ 
able  it  is  clear  that  the  immigrant  group  has  a  high  birth  rate 
(no  doubt  partly  caused  by  the  fact  that  most  of  them  are  youngish 
people)  a  nd  cortains  few  old  people. 

Infant  mortality  rates  in  small  populations  tend  to  vary  from 
year  to  year.  The  figures  in  West  Bromwich  have  been  higher 
over  the  last  four  years  than  those  for  England  and  Wales.  Death 
from  suicide  is  more  common  than  death  from  road  accident  in 
so  far  as  residents  of  the  Borough  are  concerned. 

Local  Health  Ser/ices 

The  high  birth  rate  emphasises  the  continuing  need  for  the 
services  for  mothers  and  young  children.  Only  61%  of  births 
occur  in  hospital  and  a  large  number  of  these  mothers  are  dis¬ 
charged  before  the  seventh  day,  and  many  after  only  48  hours. 
This  causes  considerable  work  for  the  domiciliary  midwives.  A 
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feature  of  the  rnidv.  ifery  service  in  West  Bromwich  is  that  a  large 
number  of  mothers  from  overseas  are  confined  in  hospital.  Al¬ 
though  the  hospital  has  increased  the  number  of  mothers  giving 
a  home  address  within  the  Borough  delivered  on  their  premises 
in  each  of  the  past  three  years,  the  increase  has  been  achieved 
to  a  great  extent  by  early  discharge.  There  seems  to  be  a  pressing 
need  for  the  expansion  of  facilities  for  institutional  midwifery 
in  West  Bromwich. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  well-used  for  children  under  1 
year  of  age,  but  comparatively  few  continue  to  attend  after  this 
period.  The  proportion  of  the  births  which  are  illegitimate  is  the 
same  as  for  1962,  i.e.  7.4%  of  the  total  live  births  in  the  Borough. 
An  interesting  point,  however,  is  that  the  number  of  unmarried 
mothers  coming  forward  to  seek  help  has  risen  from  31  in  1962 
to  53  in  1 963. 

The  low  number  of  trained  Health  Visitors  on  the  staff  gives 
cause  for  concern.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  only  53% 
of  the  established  posts  filled.  An  inadequate  service  of  this 
nature  has  its  repercussions  in  many  fields  of  the  preventive 
services.  One  example  might  well  be  given  in  relation  to  the 
figures  for  immunisation,  which  are  lower  than  the  national 
.  averages.  In  contradistinction  to  the  position  in  health  visiting, 
the  Home  Nursing  Service  was  fully  staffed  during  the  year. 
Sixty-four  per  cent  of  the  nurses  were  specifically  trained  in 
district  nursing. 

The  figures  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  are  low  in 
comparison  with  the  national  average  and  a  considerable  number 
of  children  are  unprotected  (according  to  the  records  received). 

The  Chiropody  Service  during  the  year  was  facing  more  work 
than  could  be  carried  out  with  the  result  that  patients  waited  up 
to  three  months  for  appointments. 

Infectious  Diseases 

There  is  Pttle  to  report  on  the  subject  of  infectious  diseases 
except  to  tnank  Dr.  C.W.D.  Cole  for  his  report  and  to  note  that 
tuberculosis  notifications  have  fallen.  His  comments  on  the 
part  played  in  the  pattern  of  this  disease  by  persons  from  Asia 
and  the  West  Indies  are  of  considerable  interest. 

Welfare  Services 

As  in  previous  years,  reports  are  included  on  the  services 
provided  under  the  National  Assistance  Acts,  Towards  the  end 
of  the  year  a  considerable  amount  of  activity  took  place  in 
connection  with  the  arrangements  for  the  completion  of  the  Social 
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Centre  in  Walsall  Street  which  was  cfficiaiiy  cpened  on  the 
22nd  January,  1964. 

The  number  of  beds  for  the  eiderly  in  homes  in  West  Bromwich 
amounted  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  16.2  per  thousand  persons  over 
the  age  of  65  years,  compared  with  17.5  as  the  estimated  average 
for  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  at  31st  March,  1964. 

Environmental  Hygiene 

T-he  shortage  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  gives  rise  to 
great  concern.  Although  in  West  Bromwich  efforts  have  been 
made  to  recruit  and  train  staff,  the  national  shortage  has  a 
particular  effect  in  industrial  areas. 

Full  details  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate 
are  to  be  found  in  that  section  of  the  Report  contributed  by  Mr. 
Ccyton,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

Certain  points  however  need  further  comment. 

The  full  inspection  of'  meat  (and  West  Bromwich  has  a 
considerable  slaughtering  industry)  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year  even  though  at  one  time  it  meant  taking  staff  from  other 
important  duties. 

The  inspection  however  of  premises  where  food  is  handled 
is  almost  non-existent- less  than  an  average  of  one  visit  during 
the  year  to  each  establishment.  This  is  inadequate  to  ensure 
the  maintenance  of  proper  hygiene  in  ail  these  premises.  The 
number  of  samples  of  food  taken  to  ensure  satisfactory  quality 
was  less  than  the  usual  minimum  recommendation  of  3  per  1,000 
population.  In  relation  to  hairdressers,  barbers  and  chiropodists, 
there  have  been  no  regular  visits  of  inspection  during  the  year 
although  registration  of  these  premises  with  the  Corporation  is 
required  by  local  enactments. 

In  the  case  of  houses  let  in  lodgings  there  has  been  only 
an  average  of  3  visits  to  each  known  property  during  the  year. 
Such  premises  can  alter  in  both  facilities  and  the  number  of 
inhabitants  fairly  quickly  and  frequent  visiting  is  of  importance 
in  the  maintenance  of  standards. 

Although  the  progress  in  slum  clearance  is  visible  to  ail 
throughout  the  area,  the  1961  Census  showed  that  of. the  26,813 
unshared  permanent  dwellings,  only  77.6 %  had  the  four  basic 
sanitary  facilities  of  an  exclusive  W.C.,  and  fixed  bath  and 
hot  and  cold  water  in  the  house  and  3.3%  lacked  a  cold  water 
tap  in  the  house.  The  maintenance  of  a  high  standard  of  personal 
and  domestic  hygiene  is  difficult  under  these  circumstances. 
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To  add  to  the  problems  of  the  Inspectorate,  there  are  new 
requirements  relating  to  the  hygiene  of  offices,  shcps  and  railway 
premises. 

It  is  necessary  to  have  both  legal  powers  ana  frequent 
visits  of  inspection  to  maintain  the  adequate  stanGards  that 
are  a  basic  necessity  in  urban  life.  A  great  deal  remains  to  be 
done  in  the  provision  of  simple  amenities  in  the  homes,  offices, 
and  shops  and  much  more  frequent  inspections  of  factories  and 
food  premises  are  needed  before  it  is  possible  to  be  reasonably 
sure  that  a  satisfactory  modern  standard  of  hygiene  exists  in 
West  Bromwich.. 

Conclusion 

My  thanks  are  due  first  to  those  in  the  department  who  have 
helped  and  contributed  to  this  report  and  to  the  rest  of  the  staff 
for  their  hard  work  during  the  year  in  the  department. 

I  am  also  grateful  to  my  medical  colleagues  in  the  town  for 
their  help  and  assistance,  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the 
Corporation  for  their  co-operation  and  to  the  Chairmen  and  Members 
of  the  Committees  for  their  support  and  guidance. 


21st  July,  1964 


HUGH  BRYANT 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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PART  1 

STATISTICAL  INFORMATION 
VITAL  STATISTICS 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS,  1963 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WEST  BROMWICH 


The  County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  is  situated  in  South 
Staffordshire  and  is  a  manufacturing  town  principally  engaged 
in  foundry  work  and  allied  industries.  The  town  is  situated 
in  the  midlands  conurbation  and  has  a  number  of  residents 
who  originally  came  from  Asian  and  West  Indian  countries  - 


Elevation  above  sea  level  347ft  to  569ft 

Geological  formation  Sandy  sub-soil  and  prevalence 

of  hard  sandstone  rock. 

Rainfall  (inches)  23.43 

Area  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  7,172 

Population  per  acre  13.62 

New  Houses  constructed  including  flats,  1963  867 

Estimated  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough 

as  at  31st  December,  1963.  28,394 

Rateable  value  at  the  1st  April,  1963.  £4,015,588 

Rate  at  Id.  in  the  £  estimated  to  produce 

at  1st  April,  1963.  £16,500 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  (estimated  civilian  population 

mid  1963).  97,710 

( Census  1961)  96,041 

Live  births  1,891 

Live  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  19.4 

Live  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  corrected  17.8 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births  7.4 

Stillbirths  37 

Stillbirths  rate  (per  1,000  liveand  stillbirths)  19.2 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  1,928 

Infant  deaths  45 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  I  ive  births)  23.8 

Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000 

legitimate  births)  24.5 


1 1  legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000 
illegitimate  births) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  four 
weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

Early  Neonatal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  one 
week  per  1,000  live  births) 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths) 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

Maternal  mortality  rate  (including  abortion  per 
1,000  live  and  stillbirths) 

Deaths 

Death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

Death  rate  (corrected) 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  death  rate 
(per  1,000  population) 

Cancer  death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Birth  rate 

Death  rate 

Stillbirth  rate  (per  1,000  total  births) 

Infant  mortality  rate 


14.4 

15.3 

12.7 

31.6 

1 

0.5 

953 

9.8 

14.1 

0.07 

1.98 


18.2 

12.2 

17.2 

21.1 


NAME  and  ADDRESS  of  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

H.O.M.  Bryant,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Health  Department, 

2,  Lodge  Road, 

West  Bromwich. 


Telephone  Number:  West  Bromwich  1891  (Home  Great  Barr  5805) 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  following  figures  show  the  estimated  mid-year  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  Borough  for  each  year  since  the  census  in  "1951 
and  the  steady  rise  which  has  taken  place:- 


1951  ..  .. 

..  87,981  (Census) 

1958  ..  .. 

..  93,380 

1952  ..  .. 

..  87,640 

1959  ..  .. 

..  93  590 

1953  ..  .. 

..  87,960 

I960  ..  .. 

..  93,780 

1954  ..  .. 

..  88,650 

1961  ..  .. 

..  96,041 

1955  ..  .. 

..  89,640 

1962  ..  . 

..  97,050 

1956  ..  .. 

1957  ..  .. 

..  90,720 
..  93,050 

1963  ..  .. 

97.710 

Census; 


The  census  report  for  1961  shows  that  the  West  Bromwich 
p  opulation  has  risen  by  8,060  since  the  previous  census  in 
1951  to  96,041  persons,  (47,853  males  and  48,188  females). 
This  is  a  rise  of  0.88  per  cent  per  annum  and  0.73  per  cent 
per  annum  is  excess  of  births  over  deaths. 


The  following  information  from  a  table  in  the  Census  1961 
County  Report  for  Staffordshire  shows  the  age  in  five-year 
groups  of  persons  resident  in  West  Bromwich. 


AGE 

NO.  of  PERSONS 

%  OF  TOTAL 

VALE 

_ . 

F  E VALE 

0-4 

7,849 

8.3 

4,051 

3,798 

5  -  9 

7,480 

7.9 

3,866 

3,614 

10  -  14 

8,252 

8.6 

4,263 

3,989 

15  -  19 

7,205 

7.6 

i  3,688 

3,517 

20  -  24 

6,207 

6.4 

3,163 

3,044 

25  -  29 

6,468 

6.6 

;  3,257 

3,211 

30  -  34 

7,476 

7.8 

!  3,856 

3,620 

35  -  39 

7,841 

8.3 

1  4,123 

3,718 

40-44 

6,986 

7.4 

i  3,640 

3,346 

45  -  49 

6,642 

6.8 

3,39  2 

3,250 

50  -  54 

6,019 

6.2 

1  3,030 

2,989 

55  -  59 

5,248 

5.3 

2,591 

2,657 

60  -  64 

4,294 

4.4 

;  1,882 

2,412 

65  -  69 

3,151 

3.3 

:  1,290 

1,861 

70  -  74 

2,291 

2.3 

!  868 

1,423 

75  -  79 

1,501 

1.5 

i  522 

979 

80  -  84 

784 

0.9 

255 

529 

85  -  89 

292 

0.4 

104 

188 

90  -  94 

50 

12 

38 

95  and  over 

-5 

> 

i 

5 

Total 

96,041 

100 

!  47,853 

48,188 
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Although  West  Bromwich  contains  a  number  of  residents 
who.  come  from  Asia  and  the  West  Indies  it  is  difficult-  to  give 
actual  numbers. 

At  the  time  of  the  census  questions  were  asked  about 
places  of  birth  and  4,565  persons  enumerated  were  born  outside 
England  and  Wales. 


Births 

There  were  1,891  live  births  during  the  year  to  residents 
of  West  Bromwich  giving  a  birth  rate  of  19.4  per  1,000  population. 
The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  births  and  the  birth 
rate  for  the  last  10  years. 


YEAR 

NUMBER  OF  BIRTHS 

TTRTH  RATE~PER  1,0UO 
POPULATION 

1954 

1512 

17.1 

1955 

1434 

16.0 

1956 

1533 

16.9 

1957 

1697 

18.2 

1958 

1662 

17.8 

1959 

1680 

17.9 

1960 

1692 

18.0 

1961 

1817 

18.9 

1962 

1854 

19.1 

1963 

1891 

19.4 

There  were  139  illegitimate  births,  giving  an  illegitimate 
birth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  of  73  compared  with  74  in  1962. 


Stillbirths 


The  total  number  of  stillbirths  to  West  Bromwich  residents 
was  37  giving  a  stillbirth  rate  of  19.2  per  1,000  live  and  still¬ 
births,  compared  with  15.9  in  1962.  The  provisional  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  is  17.2. 

Deaths 

Th  ere  were  953  deaths  of  West  Bromwich  residents  (500 
males  and  453  females)  during  the  year,  564  of  which  occurred 
in  persons  aged  65  years  and  over.  This  gives  a  crude  death 
rate  per  l,00u  population  of  9.8.  If  this  is  corrected  by  use  of 
the  comparability  factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General  to 
take  account  of  the  age  structure  of  the  population  in  relation 
to  that  nationally,  the  figure  is  14.1  compared  with  13.3  for  1962. 

The  following  table  shows  the  principal  causes  of  death 
over  the  last  1C  years. 
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SUMMARY  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 
FOR  THE  YEARS  1954  -  1963 


1954 

i 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

0961 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Cancer 

132 

167 

160 

149 

151 

173 

174 

209 

154 

194 

Heart  Diseases 

221 

251 

229 

249 

246 

247 

258 

222 

282 

231 

Pneumonia 

24 

33 

35 

41 

41 

48 

44 

56 

73 

74 

Bronchitis  and  other 

respiratory  diseases 

84 

115 

90 

117 

97 

110 

93 

116 

82 

105 

Vascular  lesions 

97 

124 

137 

128 

111 

137 

156 

119 

108 

130 

T  uberculosis: 

Pulmonary 

32 

30 

15 

13 

19 

15 

16 

11 

11 

7 

Non-Pulmonary 

3 

2 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

* 

1 

m 

Deaths  from  Cancer 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  deaths, 
localisation  of,  and  the  rate  per  cent  of  total  cancer  deaths 
for  certain  specified  sites  of  the  body. 


Number  of  Rate  per  cent  of 

deaths  during  total  cancer  deaths 


1962 

1963 

1962 

1963 

Stomach 

27 

28 

17.5 

14.3 

Lung  and  bronchus 

48 

47 

31.2 

24.2 

Breast 

16 

18 

10.4 

9.3 

Uterus 

4 

8 

2.6 

4.2 

Others 

59 

93 

38.3 

48.0 

154 

194 

100.0 

100.0 

Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  still  cause  concern.  The 
following  table  shows  the  death  rate  per  1,000  population  from 
this  disease  for  the  last  five  years. 


Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus 


Year 

Death  rate  per 
1,000  population 

1959 

0.45 

1960 

0.36 

1961 

0.69 

1962 

0.49 

1963 

0.48 
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Deaths  from  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System 
excluding  Cancer  of  the  Lung. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  deaths  in  age 
groups  from  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  in  men  and 
women  during  the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  of  West  Bromwich 
residents  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  7  giving  a  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  death  rate  of  0.07  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  0.11  in  1962. 


AGE  GROUP 


Under  1  year 
1—4  years 
5—14  years 
15  —  24  years 
25  —  34  years 
35  —  44  years 
45  —  54  years 
55  —  64  years 
65  —  75  years 

75  years 
and  over 


T  ota Is 


°  o 

§  I 

■I  5- 
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N 

c 

© 
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C 

O 

£ 

3 
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C 
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O 

h_ 

CO 


«A  C 
O  o 

i  1 

-O  a.  E 

©  ©  SL 
_c  w 

5  “o  « 


(A 

a 

*- 

o 

1- 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 


M 
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4 

1 

1 

3 
2 

4 
15 


42 


1 

3 

1 

1 


2 

1 


3 


6 

6 

11 

14 


39 


25 


3 

6 

19 

22 

11 


35 


64 


4 

9 


26 


3 

2 


8 


4 

15 

29 

36 

29 


7  118 


72 


Certain  Causes  of  Death 

It  is  obvious  that  cancer  of  the  lung,  cancer  of  the  breast, 
cancer  of  the  stomach,  coronary  thrombosis  and  bronchitis, 
between  them  are  responsible  for  many  of  the  deaths.  The 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  West  Bromwich,  given 
as  rates  per  thousand  population,  are  as  follows:- 

Types  of  Disease  England  and  Wales  West  Bromwich 


Cancer  of  the  lung  0-52  0.48 

Cancer  of  the  breast  0.20  0.18 

Cancer  of  the  stomach  0.29  0.28 

Coronary  disease  2.35  1-32 

Bronchitis  0.75  0.93 


In  comparing  these  rates  attention  should  be  drawn  to  the 
size  of  England  and  .Wales,  compared  with  the  County  Borough 
of  West  Bromwich,  and  to  the  difference  that  the  operation  of 
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chance  can  make  in  so  smal  I  a  community  as  that  of  West  Bromwich. 

Infant  Mortality 


A  total  of  45  infants  whose  parents  were  normally  resident 
in  the  Borough  died  during  the  year.  This  gives  an  infant  mor¬ 
ality  rate  per  1  000  live  births  of  23.8.  The  equivalent  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  is  21.1.  Two  illegitimate  babies  died. 

The  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  in  age  qroups 
over  the  period  of  the  last  ten  years:- 


YEAR 

1957 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 


Under  1 
month 

43 

23 

23 

27 

18 

25 

20 

38 

27 

29 


1  -  3 
months 

~3 

4 
8 
3 
3 
3 
6 

5 
9 

6 


3-6 

months 

~6 

8 

3 

5 
2 
2 

6 

4 

8 

5 


6-9 

months 


3 

1 

2 

2 


9-12 

months 


2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 


TOTAL 


56 

38 

35 
41 
23 
32 

36 
49 
47 
45 


Infant 

death 

rate 


37 

26 

23 

24 
14 
19 
21 
27 

25 
24 


I  he  following  table  shows  the  infant  deaths  from  certain 
causes  during  the  year:- 


CAUSE 

OF 

DEATH 

Under 

1  month 

1  -  3 

months 

3-6 

months 

6-9 

months 

9-12 

months 

T  otal 
under 

1  year 

Meningococcal 

• 

1 

1 

infect  ion 

Pneumonia 

- 

• 

2 

2 

Bronchitis 

m 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Enteritis 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital 

1 

ma  1 formation 

8 

3 

- 

» 

11 

Accident 

- 

1 

1 

Prematurity  and 

. 

I 

other  causes 

20 

- 

1 

1 

. 

22 

Homicide 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

29 

6 

5 

1 

2 

3 

45 

| 

Deaths  under  four  weeks  of  age 

There  were  29  deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks, 
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giving  a 


neonatai  mortality  rate  of  15.3  per  1,000  live  births  compared 
with  14.6  in  1962.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  at  which 
death  occurred  during  the  period  of  the  first  month. 


1  St 
day 

2nd 

day 

3rd 

day 

4th 

day 

5th  |  6th 

day  1  day 

7th 

day 

1-2 

weeks 

2-3 

weeks 

3-4 

weeks 

Deaths 

under 

1  month 

17 

6 

1 

i 

i 

i 

4 

- 

1 

- 

29 

Perinatal  Mortality 


The  statistical  device  of  a  perinatal  mortality  rate  is 
aimed  at  taking  into  account  deaths  occurring  just  before  and 
just  after  the  process  of  birth  in  an  endeavour  to  give  a  total 
idea  of  the  ioss  of  infant  life  at  about  the  time  of  birth.  Ex¬ 
pressed  statistically,  it  is  as  follows:- 

(Deaths  in  the  first  week  of  live  births  +  stillbirths)  x  1,000 

Total  births  (both  live  and  still) 

The  figure  for  West  Bromwich  this  year  is  31.6  compared 
with  28.1  in  1962.  In  view  of  the  small  number  of  children 
involved,  infant  mortality  rates  are  unreliable  and  the  perinatal 
death  rate  may  give  a  better  idea  of  the  total  wastage  of  infant 
life.  The  1963  figure  compares  with  the  national  figure  of  29.3. 

To  provide  a  comparison  of  the  various  rates  involved  in 
the  consideration  of  perinatal  mortality  the  following  table 
gives  information  for  each  of  the  last  five  years:- 


YEAR 

infant 

Morta  1  ity 
Rate 

Neonatai 
Morta  lity 

Rate 

Sti 1 Ibirth 
Rate 

Perinatal 
Morta  1  ity 
Rate 

1963 

23.8 

15.3 

19.2 

31.6 

1962 

25.4 

14.6 

15.9 

28.1 

1961 

27.0 

20.9 

22.1 

39.3 

1960 

21.3 

11.8 

14.6 

24.5 

1959 

19.0 

14.9 

30.6 

42.7 

Maternal  Mortality 

One  death  in  pregnancy  occurred  during  1963. 

Morbidity 

The  graph  given  overleaf  on  page  24  shows  the  number  of 
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new  claims  for  sickness  benefit  received  by  the  Ministry  of 
National  Insurance  each  week  during  the  year. 

Suicide 

Fifteen  deaths  were  due  to  suicide  which  compares  with 
11  in  1962.  The  age  groups  and' sex  of  the  persons  concerned, 
together  with  the  methods  employed,  are  shown  in  the  following 
table:- 


Cause 

AGE  GROUP 

of 

15  —  44  years 

45  —  64  years 

65  years  &  over 

Death 

M  , 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Coal  Gas 
poisoning 

m 

2 

2 

m 

1 

• 

Overdose  of 
drugs 

1 

2 

2 

2 

* 

- 

Shooting 

• 

m 

- 

m 

1 

- 

Drowning 

m 

m 

- 

m 

m 

1 

Hanging 

- 

m 

• 

m 

1 

- 

TOTALS 

1 

4 

4 

2 

3 

1 

Road  Accidents 

Nine  deaths  were  due  to  road  accidents  compared  with 
11  in  1962.  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups,  sex, 
and  the  types  of  vehicle  involved:- 


AGE  GROUP 

0  - 

14 

15  - 

44 

45  - 

64 

65  years 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pedestrian 

struck  by 

motor  vehicle 

- 

1 

1 

• 

1 

M 

1 

2 

Col lision  of  2 

motor  vehicles 

- 

• 

- 

- 

2 

m 

• 

m 

Coll ision  of 

motor  cycle 

with  motor 

vehicle 

- 

• 

m 

1 

• 

«H 

»• 

m 

TOTALS 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

m 

1 

2 

A  further  21  deaths  have  been  classified  by  the  Registrar 
General  as  due  to  accident  6  of  which  are  known  to  have  occurred 
in  the  home.  Brief  details  are  given  in  the  following  table:- 
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AGE  GROUP 

0  - 

14 

15  - 

44 

45  - 

64 

65  years 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

- 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

HOME 

Inhalation 

of  food 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

E  lectrocution 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

m 

-  1 

i 

Inhalation 

! 

i 

of  gas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

•  ; 

X 

TOTALS 

i 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

PART  II 

LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children 

Midwifery 

Health  Visiting 

Home  Nurs  ing 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

Ambulance 

Care  and  After  Care 

Ch  iropoa'y 

Home  Help 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Th$  Authority  ran  ante-natal  clinics,  at  which  post-natal 
examinations  were  also  carried  out  at  the  following  infant 
welfare  centres :- 

Boulton  Road 
Friar  Park 
Greets  Green 
Hamstead 
Highfields 
Hill  Top 
Stone  Cross 
Yew  Tree 

The  clinics  were  staffed  by  nurses  from  the  local  authority 
and  medical  officers  from  the  hospital  service.  There  was  an 
average  of  32  sessions  per  month  held  during  the  year  with  an 
average  attendance  of  13  patients  per  session. 

Staff 

At  each  clinic  the  following  .staff  were  in  attendance:- 

A  medical  officer 
A  health  visitor 

A  midwife  with  a  pupil  midwife  on  occasions 


Attendances 

1962 

1963 

New  Bookings 

891 

807 

Return  Visits 

4,580 

3,940 

Post-natal 

37 

33 

TOTALS 

5,508 

4,780 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  mothers  attending 
and  attendances  made  for  mothercraft  teaching  and  relaxation 
exercises  during  1963:- 
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Centre 

institutional 

Booked 

Domici  iiary 
Booked 

Persons  : 
Attend  i  ng 

Attendances 

Hil!  Top  and  Hiahfieids 

93 

93 

457 

Greets  Green 

5 

27 

32 

165 

Boulter,  Road 

.38 

38 

220 

Friar  Park 

- 

23 

23 

116 

Hamstead 

3 

8 

11 

41 

Hill  Lane 

0 

w 

9 

12 

60 

Yew  Tree  &  Stone  Cross 

2 

33 

35 

218 

Ha  1  lam  Hospital* 

73 

- 

73 

250 

TOTALS 

86 

231 

317 

1,527 

*Mothercraft  only. 


5nfant  Welfare  Centres 

There  was  no  change  in  the  pattern  of  Infant  Welfare  Centres 
during  the  year.  The  Centres  continued  to  operate  from  the  same 
buildings  as  previously  with  the  exception  that  the  inadequate 
building  at  Red  House  Park  was  replaced  by  a  newly  built 
centre  from  which  the  service  commenced  in  February,  1963. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  place,  day,  total 
sessions  and  attendances  at  the  centres. 


P  iace 

Day 

T otal  sessions 
during  the  year 

T otal  attendances 
during  the  year 

Boulton  Road 

T  uesday 

48 

3,989 

Thursday 

50 

Friar  Park 

Wednesday 

50 

2,411 

Hamstead 

Friday 

51 

1,832 

Greets  Green 

Wednesday 

50 

2,107 

Highfields 

Monday 

49 

4,533 

Thursday 

48 

Hill  Top 

Monday 

49 

3,454 

Thursday 

50 

Hill  Lane 

Monday 

48 

3,576 

T  uesday 

49 

Stone  Cross 

T  uesday 

48 

3,072 

Friday 

50 

Y ew  T ree 

Wednesday 

50 

3,048 

Friday 

51 

TOTALS 

741 

28,022 

Each  centre  was  staffed  by  health  visitors  and  a  medical 
officer  of  the  health  department  staff,  and  valuable  assistance 
was  given  at  some  clinics  by  voluntary  workers. 
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Vaccination  against  smallpox  and  poliomyelitis,  together 
with  triple  immunisation  against  diphtheria/  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  was  carried  out  at  th*  centres. 


Further  details  of  the  numbers  of  children  attending  the 
centres  are  given  be  low: - 


Children  between  0—1  year 
Children  between  1—2  years 
Children  between  2  —  5  years 


F  irst 

attendances 
1 962  1 963 
1,797  1,831 
29  12 

21  19 


Subsequent 

attendances 

1962  1963 

23,045  21,555 
4,337  3,766 

3,637  2,701 


Food  and  Medicaments 

There  was  a  central  distribution  centre  open  during  office 
hours  each  day  for  the  distribution  of  baby  food,  orange  juice 
and  cod  liver  oil,  and  supplies  were  also  available  at  all  infant 
welfare  centres  in  the  borough. 


The  following 

quantities  were 

issued  to  beneficiaries. 

1962 

1963 

National  Dried  Milk 

408 

587  tins  free 

7,411 

7,547  tins  at  2s. 4d. 

2,481 

3, 178  tins  at  4s. 0d. 

T  otal 

10,300 

11,312 

Orange  Juice 

15,291 

17,892  bottles  at  ls.6d. 

2,091 

2,159  bottles  free 

T  otal 

17,382 

20,051 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

1,571 

1,702  bottles  at  Is.Od 

585 

714  bottles  free 

Total 

2,156 

2,416 

Vitamin  Tablets 

1,655 

1,422  packets  at  6d 

192 

89  packets  free 

Total 

1,847 

1,511 

A  total  of  39,685  items  of  various  proprietary  foods  was 
sold  giving  an  income  of  £5,244.  The  price  in  each  case  was 
the  cost  to  the  Corporation  plus  10%,  and  usually  was  less 
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than  the  normal  retail  price. 

Dental  Service 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  mothers  and 
young  children  provided  with  dental  care  during  1963. 


Examined 

Need  ing 

T  reatment 

T  reated 

Made 

dentaiiy  fit 

Expectant  and 
nursing  mothers 

119 

118 

124 

49 

Children  under 
_  five  years 

186 

00 

CO 

183 

102 

Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided 


* 

Scaling 
and  Gum 

T  reatment 

Fillings 

Silver 

Nitrate 

T  reatment 

Crowns  or 
Inlays 

Extractions 

General 

Anaesthetics 

Den 

pro' 

tures 

•ided 

Radio-Graphs 

Full 

upper 

or 

lower 

Partial 

upper 

or 

lower 

Expectant  and 

nursing  mothers 

20 

42 

- 

- 

430 

58 

9 

4 

5 

Children  under 

five  years 

4| 

11 

26 

• 

404j 

159 

m 

• 

«• 

Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers 

A  total  of  139  illegitimate  births  during  1963  representing 
7.4%  of  the  total  live  births  was  recorded  in  respect  of  women 
normally  resident  in  the  borough.  In  England  and  Wales  as  a 
whole  the  percer.tage  of  total  live  births  which  are  illegitimate 

is  6.9. 

Of  these  53  cases  were  dealt  with  by  the  moral  welfare 
worker  of  the  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association  for  Moral  Welfare 
Work. and  the  organising  secretary  of  the  Association  reports 
on  the  work  for  the  year  as  follows. 

“In  addition  to  the  53  cases  in  1963,  8  cases  in  which 
births  occurred  prior  to  1963  were  helped  in  making  plans  for 
the  babies.  Fourteen  expectant  mothers  whose  babies  were 
due  to  be  born  in  1964  have  had  the  necessary  arrangements 
made  for  their  confinements.  This  makes  a  total  of  75  cases 
under  care  during  1963. 
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Thirty-four  mothers  were  accommodated  in  Diocesan  Homes 
and  19  had  hospital  confinements. 

Six  of  the  cases  concerned  married  women. 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  putative  fathers  have  been 
interviewed  with  the  result  that  5  Affiliation  Orders  have  been 
granted  and  10  private  agreements  signed.  Payments  of  the 
latter  are  being  made  through  the  Worker. 

The  ages  of  the  mothers  ranged  between  15  and  40  and 
are  listed  as  follows:- 

The  figures  for  1962  are  shown  in  brackets  for  comparison 
purposes. 

Aged  14-0(1)  Aged  15-3  (2)  Aged  16-7  (2)  Aged  17 -  1 1  (5) 
Aged  18-3  (4)  Aged  19-9  (4)  Aged  20-2  (4)  Aged  21-4  (4) 
Aged  22/27  -  7  (1).  Aged  28/34  -  4  (4).  Aged35/40  -  3  (0). 

The  ages  of  the  putative  fathers  ranged  between  14  and  49. 
Three  girls  married  the  fathers  of  their  babies. 

The  babies  were  placed  as  follows:- 

25  with  their  mothers  at  home; 

3  with  parents  married; 

1  with  mother  in  residential  employment; 

2  with  mothers  in  Mother  and  Baby  homes; 

2  in  Local  Authority  care; 

1  rn  voluntary  children’s  home; 

1  adopted  privately; 

17  have  been  adopted  through  the  Association; 

1  died; 

In  all  cases  the  Moral  Welfare  Association  is  satisfied 
that  the  children  are  receiving  adequate  care  and  attention. 

A)  total  of  514  visits  have  been  paid  in  connection  with 
75  cases  under  care.  In  addition  the  homes  of  prospective  adopters 
have  been  vetted  and  reported  on,  babies  visited  after  placings 
have  been  made,  girls  conveyed  to  Homes  and  accompanied 
when  they  have  had  to  appear  in  Court  or  to  have  their  signatures 
witnessed  when  consenting  to  an  Adoption  Order  being  made”. 

Family  Planning 

The  West  Bromwich  Branch  of  the  Family  Planning  Associa- 
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tion  held  a  session  each  Wednesday  evening  in  the  Highfields 
Infant  Welfare  Centre. 

In  December,  1963,  additional  sessions  by  appointment 
were  commenced  ct  the  Stone  Cross  Infant  Welfare  Centre  for 
patients  requiring  oral  contraceptives.  In  January  * 964  further 
additional  appointment  sessions  were  commenced  at  the  Boulton 
Road  Infant  Welfare  Centre.  By  the  end  of  January  1964  there 
were  44  patients  registered  in  connection  with  oral  contraception 
6  being  dealt  with  by  appointment  at  each  session. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  during  the  year:- 

Number  of  sessions  held  47 

Number  of  new  patients  seen  during  the  year  242 

The  sources  and  reasons  for  referment  of  cases  can  be 
summarised  as  follows:- 

Referred  by  general  practitioners 
Transfers  from  other  Family  Planning  Clinics 
Referred  by  nursing  staff 
Personal  introduction 
Attendance  because  of  press  publicity 
Other  sources 

Ultra  Violet  Light  Clinic 

The  ultra  violet  light  clinics  were  held  on  Monday  and 
Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Central  School  Clinic,  and  on  Tues- 
day  morning  and  Thursday  afternoons  at  the  Stone  Cross  Clinic. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  children  receiving 
artificial  sunlight  treatment  during  the  year:- 


42 

20 

28 

146 

2 

4 


No.  of  Children  on 
reg ister  at  3 1  st 
December,  1963 

No.  of 
during 

Attend 
the  y« 

ances 

»ar.; 

Central 

Ciinic 

Stone 

Cross 

TOTAL 

Central 

Clinic 

Stone 

Cross 

TOTAL 

Pre  School  Chi  Idren 

Boys 

2 

1 

3 

112 

159 

271 

Girls 

3 

2 

5 

81 

71 

152 

School  Children 

Boys 

15 

15 

531 

215 

746 

Girls 

11 

2 

13 

579 

208 

78/ 

TOTALS 

31 

5 

36 

1303 

653 

1956 
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Day  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 

The  Council  have  no  day  nursery  operating  in  the  Borough. 
One  registration  under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regula¬ 
tion  Act,  1949,  was  granted  during  the  year  although  the  person 
concerned  did  not  start  minding  during  the  year. 


MIDWIFERY 


Staff 


Mothers  being  confined  at  home  were  cared  for  by  14  mid¬ 
wives  and  four  part-time  maternity  nurses  employed  by  the 
Council.  There  is  also  a  non-medical  supervisor  of  midwives. 

General  Arrangements 

There  is  a  rota  scheme  which  enables  the  midwives  to 
have  3  weeks  out  of  4  free  from  night  calls  (apart  from  excep¬ 
tional  circumstances).  On  the  fourth  week  those  midwives  on 
duty  cover  the  whole  of  the  borough  for  night  calls,  but  are 
free  during  the  day. 

The  rota  provides  3  midwives  each  night  on  ‘ 4 first  call* 
and  a  further  3  are  on  “second  cal!*’  but  are  seldom  required 
for  duty. 

Distribution  of  Confinements 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  births  between 
home  and  hospital  over  the  last  ten  years. 


Birth  ins- 


Hospital 

Home 

1954 

871 

686 

1955 

767 

710 

1956 

834 

768 

1957 

1,015 

719 

1958 

1,012 

746 

1959 

930 

795 

1960 

1,019 

783 

1961 

1,081 

786 

1962 

1,127 

807 

1963 

1,206 

766 
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A  total  of  2,616  births  occurred  in  West  Bromwich  during 
1963  of  which  1,972  were  to  persons  who  gave  a  home  address 
in  the  town  when  making  arrangements  for  the  confinement. 
The  final  number  of  births  registered  to  permanent  residents 
as  published  by  the  Registrar  Genera!  was  1,891. 

This  year  61%  of  confinements  of  West  Bromwich  mothers 
occurred  in  hospital  and  39%  at  home,  and  over  90%  of  births 
to  immigrant  families  occur  in  hospital  because  of  unsuitable 
living  accommodation  for  home  confinement. 

Midwives 

Number  of  practising  midwives 

The  Midwives  who  notified  their  intention  to  practice  were:- 

In  hospital  17 

In  municipal  domiciliary  practice  15 

Work  of  the  Municipal  Midwives 

Municipal  midwives  attended  762  confinements.  Each 
mother  was  visited  twice  dally  for  the  first  four  days  after 
delivery,  and  then  daily  up  to  the  tenth  day.  Visits  made  by 
the  midwives  are  summarised  as  follows:- 


1962 

1963 

Ante. natal  visits 

4,085 

3,961 

Nursing  visits  during  the  puerperium 
and  post-natal  period  (including 
early  discharges  from  hospital) 

15,127 

14,600 

19,212 

18,561 

Medical  Aid 

Medical  aid  was  called  by  midwives  on  161  occasions. 

Early  Discharge  from  Hospital 

A  total  of  1,112  mothers  who  were  delivered  in  hospitals 
were  discharged  home  before  the  10th  day  to  be  attended  by 
domiciliary  midwives.  Of  these  162  were  discharged  on  or  by  the 
2nd  day  and  256  on  or  by  the  5th  day.  The  majority  (85%)  were 
discharged  on  or  by  the  7th  day.  This  places  considerable 
additional  work  on  the  municipal  midwives. 
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Emergency  Obstetric  Service 

This  service  which  is  readily  available  to  deal  with  emer¬ 
gencies  in  domiciliary  practice  operates  from  Hailam  Hospital. 

Maternal  Mortality 

There  was  1  death  of  a  West  Bromwich  resident  attributable 
to  pregnancy  (due  to  embolism)  during  1963. 

Training  in  Domiciliary  Midwifery 

Two  pupil  midwives  received  training  during  the  year  in 
West  Bromwich  for  the  second  part  of  the  certificate  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  Three  of  the  midwives  are  specially 
approved  by  the  Central  Midwives  Board  as  teaching  midwives, 
but  during  the  year  only  two  were  willing  to  accept  pupils. 

Post  Certificate  Education  of  Midwives 

Each  midwife  must  attend  a  refresher  course  approved  by 
the  Royal  College  of  Midwives  every  5  years  and  three  West 
Bromwich  midwives  attended  courses  during  1963. 

Cases  of  Potential  Difficulty 

Certain  special  categories  of  expectant  mothers  should 
wherever  possible  have  their  babies  in  hospital  for  medical 
reasons.  The  following  figures  representing  such  cases  confined 
at  home  during  1963  show  that  this  ideal  is  far  from  reached. 
The  figures  for  hospital  confinements  of  these  special  categories 
Is  also  given. 


Home  Hospital 

1.  Primipara  over  30  years  of  age  7  47 

2.  Multipara  over  40  years  of  age  7  42 

3.  Women  in  their  fourth  or 

subsequent  pregnancy  131  187 


Professional  Meetings  in  the  Maternity  Service 

> 

An  Obstetric  Liaison  Committee  has  been  established 
and  there  have  been  several  meetings.  Clinical  meetings  were 
also  arranged  at  the  hospital. 
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HEALTH  VISITING 


Staff 

At  the  end  of  December,  1963,  the  staff  consisted  of  the 
Chief  Nursing  Officer,  Deputy  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  11 
health  visitors  out  of  an  establishment  of  19  health  visitors 
which  includes  3  group  advisers. 

Health  visitors  perform  joint  duties,  working  both  as  school 
nurses  and  as  health  visitors.  Approximately  35%  of  their  time 
is  given  to  the  School  Health  Service. 

Two  student  health  visitors  were  appointed. 

General  Arrangements 

The  area  cf  the  County  Borough  is  divided  into  districts, 
one  health  visitor  being  in  charge  of  each  district  and  working 
under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer. 
In  these  districts  the  health  visitors  carry  out  the  visiting 
of  infants  and  young  children  up  to  the  age  of  five  and  also 
visits  to  any  members  of  the  family  depending  on  the  need. 
There  is  close  liaison  with  the  hospital  for  the  follow-up  of 
children  or  elderly  persons  who  have  been  discharged. An  arrange¬ 
ment  exists  with  the  Consultant  Physician  in  charge  of  wards 
for  the  chronic  sick,  whereby  he,  together  with  the  Chief  Nursing 
Officer,  visits  the  homes  of  elderly  persons  awaiting  admission 
so  that  an  assessment  can  be  made  both  of  the  medicai  and 
social  urgency  in  an  endeavour  to  use  the  beds  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  deploy  the  domiciliary  services  effectively. 

Home  Visits 


The  Health  Visitor’s  time  is  divided  between  work  in 
clinics  and  home  visits.  Details  of  the  latter  over  the  last 
5  years  are  as  foliows:- 


Analysis  of  Home  Visits 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

i 

1963 

First  visits  to  births 

1,800 

1,805 

1,751 

1,886 

1,859 

Revisits  to  children  under 

12  months 

4,682 

4,529 

4,679 

3,830 

4,116 

Revisits  to  children 

1—5  years 

10,195 

7,843 

7,771 

7,114 

7,389 

Visits  to  cases  of 
infectious  disease 

34 

15 

128 

21 

21 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers 

197 

227 

109 

95 

234 

M  i  see  1  laneous 

927 

1,123 

755 

860 

938 

B.C.G.  Vaccinations 

779 

42 

• 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

18,614 

15,584 

15,193 

13,807 

14,558 
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During  1963  a  total  of  1,768  visits  that  were  fruitless 
because  there  was  nobody  at  home  was  made. 

At  the  end  of  December  the  health  visitors'  case  load 
of  children  under  the  age  of  five  years  was  5,779. 

Diabetic  Clinic 

A  health  visitor  attended  the  diabetic  clinic  held  in  the 
District  Hospital  and  was  responsible  for  liaison  with  the 
physician  and  helping  to  see  that  the  patients  were  able  to  carry 
out  the  instructions  given  them  concerning  diet. 

Liaison  with  Other  Agencies 

Work  with  General  Practitioners 

The  Local  Medical  Committee  has  agreed  to  an  experiment 
of  attaching  health  visitors  to  practices  and  for  the  health 
visitors  to  work  in  accordance  with  the  lists  of  patients  and 
not  geographically.  This  has  been  carried  out  for  a  year  in 
one  practice  with  such  success  that  it  is  hoped  to  include  a 
further  practice  in  the  experiment  shortly. 

Work  with  Hospitals 

The  Chief  Nursing  Officer  works  closely  with  the  Con¬ 
sultant  Physician  having  charge  of  the  geriatric  beds  accom¬ 
panying  him  on  his  domiciliary  visits  to  help  by  arranging  for 
care  at  home.  Her  deputy  attends  the  paediatric  department 
and  one  health  visitor  also  attends  the  diabetic  clinic. 

The  limiting  factor  is  the  shortage  of  health  visitors  (at 
present  40%  under  establishment),  with  adequate  and  suitable 
staff  time  could  be  found  to  pursue  further  the  opportunities 
for  joint  working  within  the  National  Health  Service. 

Child  Guidance 

The  medical  staff  meet  informally  with  the  psychiatrist 
and  educational  psychologist.  This  is  in  addition  to  meetings 
about  individual  patients.  There  are  no  particular  arrangements 
for  health  visitors  to  have  similar  meetings,  largely  because 
of  the  limited  time  of  the  psychiatrist  which  is  available  to 
this  area. 
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HOME  NURSING 


Staff 

The  fallowing  staff  were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year:- 

Men  Women 

Chief  Nursing  Officer 
Supervisor  of  District  Nurses 
State  Registered  Nurses: 

Ful  I  Time 

General  Arrangements 

The  district  nurses  work  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Chief  Nursing  Officer  who  allocates  and  organises  their  duties. 
Request  for  nursing  assistance  are  made  by  general  practitioners 
to  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer  and  arrangements  are  also  made 
for  the  continuation  of  treatment  after  a  patient's  discharge 
from  hospital.  The  nurses  carry  out  the  instructions  of  the 
family  doctors  regarding  treatment.  Evening  calls  are  covered 
by  a  rota  of  nurses. 

Cases  Nursed 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  number  of  nurses 
employed,  the  number  of  visits  and  the  number  of  new  cases 
over  each  of  the  past  five  years:- 


YEAR 

Average  number  of 
nurses  employed 

Number  of 
new  cases 

Total  Number 
of  visits 

1959 

9  K 

808 

31,518 

1960 

10 

784 

32,472 

1961 

UK 

822 

30,359 

1962 

12 

772 

30,169 

1963 

13 

782 

30,957 

Visits  can  no  longer  be  used  as  a  measure  of  the  volume 
of  work  because  the  nature  of  home  nursing  is  changing  from 
short  visits,  e.g.  injections,  to  more  time  consuming  general 
care. 

Of  the  1,003  patients  nursed  during  1963,  90  I  were  referred 
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by  general  practitioners,  18  by  the  chest  clinic,  77  by  hospital, 
3  were  transferred  from  another  area,  and  4  by  local  authority 
medical  staff. 

The  nurses  paid  15,835  visits  to  patients  over  the  age  of 
65  years  compared  with  273  to  patients  under  5  years. 

The  work  carried  out  month  by  month  was  as  follows:- 


MONTH 

t 

Number  of  patients 
being  nursed  at  the 
beginning  of  month 

New 

cases 

Number  of  patients 
being  nursed  at 
end  of  month 

Nursing 

visits 

January 

221 

74 

221 

2,874 

February 

221 

85 

229 

2,540 

March 

229 

91 

233 

2,717  1 

Apri ! 

233 

59 

211 

2,614 

May 

211 

61 

202 

2,632 

June 

202 

67 

216 

2,183 

July 

216 

65 

207 

2,604 

August 

207 

39 

214 

2,431 

September 

214 

51 

232 

2,127 

October 

232 

63 

213 

2,761 

November 

213 

66 

211 

2,663 

December 

211 

61 

232 

2,811 

Training  of  District  Nurses  ’ 

The  West  Midlands  authorities,  (Wolverhampton,  West 
Bromwich,  Smethwick,  Dudley,  Walsall  County  Boroughs  and 
Staffordshire  County)  run  a  district  nurse  training  course  jointly 
at  the  Walsall  Technical  College  with  lecturers  from  ail  the 
areas.  So  far  9  nurses  from  West  Bromwich  have  passed  the 
examination.  It  has  been  agreed  that  the  district  nurses  shall 
go  to  successive  courses  two  being  freed  at  a  time.  The  nursing 
staff  are  keen  to  be  trained. 

T(ie  joint  course  was  organised  at  a  very  low  cost,  with 
the  minimum  of  difficulty,  and  has  been  most  sucessful. 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  recommended  timetable  tor  infants  of  procedure  in 
connection  with  protective  measures  is  now  as  follows:- 


2  —  4  months 

7  —  9  months 

12  months  -  2  years 
18  —  20  months 


Three  injections  against  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus  at  monthly 
interval  s. 

Oral  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis 
-  3  doses 

Vaccination  against  smallpox 

One  booster  injection  against  whooping 
cough,  diphtheria  and  tetanus. 


Disposable  syringes  are  used  in  the  Local  Authority  services. 
Vaccination  Against  Smallpox 

Vaccination  of  infants  against  smallpox  is  carried  out 
at  the  infant  welfare  centres  and  by  general  practitioners*  The 
number  of  primary  vaccinations  in  children  under  five  years  of 
■  age  is  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under 

1  year 

1  year 

2-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

15  years 
and  over 

T  otal 

Number  vaccinated 
(primary) 

10 

223 

97 

77 

182 

589 

N  umber 
re-vaccinated 

• 

2 

- — 

12 

31 

140 

185 

The  health  visitors  constantly  remind  parents  of  the  need 
for  vaccination,  but  the  number  of  infants  vaccinated  is  small  in 
relation  to  the  total  number  of  births.  The  procedure  is  unpopular. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age  vaccinated  over  the  last  ten  years.  _ 

'  kt i _ _ L  :  I  J ^  A  nn P •rr»ntnnfl  of 


Year 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  under 

1  year 

Percentage  of 

Live  Births 

1954 

234 

15.4 

1955 

368 

25.6 

1956 

499 

32.5 

1957 

457 

26.9 

1958 

499 

30.0 

1959 

557 

33.1 

1960 

318 

18.7 

1961 

j  131 

7.2 

1962 

280 

15.0 

1963 

15 

0.5 
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Some  explanation  of  the  changes  in  the  figures  of  infants 
during  the  last  4  years  is  necessary. 

Until  the  beginning  of  1960  vaccination  of  infants  against 
smallpox  was  recommended  at  5  months  of  age.  From  that  time 
until  late  1961  it  was  recommended  at  12  months  of  age  because 
of  certain  published  studies  of  complications. 

In  September,  1961  however  following  further  advice  the 
recommended  age  was  again  given  as  5  months,  and  in  November 
1962  the  Ministry  of  Health  advised  a  change  back  to  the  second 
year  of  life. 

The  following  table  shows  the  acceptances  for  children 
under  the  age  of  5  years  compared  with  the  estimated  population 
in  that  age  group. 


Year 

Number  vaccinated 

Estimated 

population 

1963 

330 

8,000 

1962 

1,968 

8,000 

1961 

450 

7,849(Census) 

1960 

395 

7,900 

1959 

617 

7,800 

1958 

530 

7,500 

1957 

493 

7,300 

The  greatly  increased  figures  for  1962  are  due  to  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  a  case  of  smallpox  in  the  town  and  a  number  of  cases 
elsewhere  in  the  country.  The  figures  for  1963  show  how  quickly 
the  public  forgets. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus 

Protection  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus 
is  freely  available  to  all  children  at  the  local  authority  clinics 
and  from  family  doctors. 

A  total  of  865  infants  was  given  protection  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year  and  a  total  of  2,034  reinforcement  injections 
was  given  to  school  children.  The  corresponding  figures  for 
1962  were  1,369  and  1,707  respectively. 

It  is  calculated  that  51%  of  the  children  born  in  1962  were 
immunised  against  diphtheria  by  31.12.63  and  58%  were  protected 
against  whooping  cough.  The  corresponding  figures  for  England 
and  Wales  are  65%  and  64%. 
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Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  who 
were  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year:- 

PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 


Age 

Group 

Number  of  Persons  who  have  received 

Second  Injection  of 

Salk  V accine 

Third  dose  of  Oral  Vaccine 

0  -  1 

12 

464 

-  1  -  2 

29 

483 

2-20 

49 

214 

Others 

24 

68 

TOTAL 

114 

1,229 

REINFORCING  DOSES 


No.  of  persons  given  third  injection  of  salk  vaccine 

179 

No.  of  persons  given  fourth  injection  of  salk  vaccine 

22 

No.  of  persons  given  a  reinforcing  dose  of  oral  vaccine  after 
primory  immunisation  with  salk  or  oral  vaccine. 

1,426 

By  the  end  of  1963  it  was  estimated  that  50%  of  the  children 
born  in  1962  had  been  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis.  This 
compares  with  53%  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  above  immunisation  figures  show  an  unsatisfactory 
state  of  affairs  with  very  considerable  room  for  improvement. 
With  a  staff  of  health  visitors  well  below  establishment  much 
improvement  will  be  difficult  to  achieve.  The  usual  methods 
of  publicity  have  been  used  but  individual  visits  are  necessary 
to  persuade  some  parents  to  make  a  decision  rather  than  continue 
to  procrastinate. 


B.C.  G.  VACCINATION 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  continued  to  be  offered  to  children 
who  reached  the  age  o,r  13  years.  Of  1,592  children  eligible, 
1,289  (81%)  accepted.  Of  these  1,237  received  the  skin  test, 
and  1,124  were  given  B.C.G.  Vaccination.  No  complications 
of  vaccination  occurred. 
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Eighty-eight  children  had  positive  (Mantoux)  skin  tests, 
i.e.  they  had  already  come  into  contact  with  tuberculous  in¬ 
fection  and  had  developed  some  resistance  to  it.  This  gives  a 
positive  skin  test  rate  of  7.1%  which  is  the  same  as  the  rate 
in  1962. 

The  following  figures  show  the  rates  for  the  last  five 


years:- 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Positive  skin 
test  rate 

17% 

11% 

8.6% 

7.1% 

7.1% 

Ail  the  children  who  had  positive  Mantoux  tests  were 
given  appointments  for  chest  x-ray  and  investigation  by  tbe 
Chest  Physician  at  the  Chest  Clinic.  As  a  result,  six  children 
were  kept  under  observation  for  varying  periods  of  time  but 
none  of  these  have  been  notified  as  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  discovered  amongst  immediate 
contacts  of  any  of  these  Mantoux-positive  children. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


General  Arrangements 

The  service  is  administered  and  operated  by  the  Corpora¬ 
tion’s  Transport  Department  on  behaif  of  the  Health  Committee. 
Ambulances  are  used  for  journeys  in  West  Bromwich  and  to  and 
from  centres  in  the  Midlands.  A  total  of  8  pjtients  was  carried 
by  train  in  1963. 

Ambulances 


A  new  2/4  berth  ambulance  to  replace  an  old  vehicle  was 
put  into  service  during  the  year. 


Vehicles  in  Service:- 


Type 

Placed  in  Service 

1963  Mileage 

Morris 

6.7.49 

5,851 

Daimler 

22.1.51 

8,901 

Daimler 

25.5.56 

9,815 

Morris 

1.7.57 

15,637 

Morris 

8.7.58 

18,023 

Morri  s 

18.7.62 

9,819 

Morris 

7.9.62 

23,019 

Morris 

23.4.63 

17,769 

T  otal 

108,834 

Work  Done 

The  figures  below  show  the  use  of  the  service  over  the 


last  ten  years:- 

Year 

No.  of  Patients 

Mi  leage 

1954 

19,800 

83,984 

1955 

22,470 

88,392 

1956 

21,305 

84,215 

1957 

21,580 

87,608 

1958 

23,383 

85,914 

1959 

23,712 

88,580 

1960 

23,896 

85,733 

1961 

27,283 

96,518 

1962 

29,165 

96,601 

1963 

31,464 

108,834 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  outpatients  carried 
to  hospital  for  treatment.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  greater  pro¬ 
portion  of  patients  carried  are  those  for  routine  treatment  or 
examination,  and  much  of  ambulance  work  in  purely  transport 
of  passengers. 


Year 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Much  of  this  rise  is  due 
out-patient  facilities  in  the  ft 
Hospital  (for  the  mentally  ill). 


No.  of  Out-Patients 

15,009 

16,710 

14,952 

15,062 

17,189 

17,598 

17,339 

20,615 

22,605 

23,746 

the  development  of  extensive 
of  a  day  hospital  at  All  Saints 


Supply  of  Oxygen 

The  arrangements  for  the  supply  of  oxygen  in  an  emergency 
to  patients  in  their  own  homes,  at  the  request  of  the  family 
doctor,  continued  to  operate.  An  oxygen  set  supplied  through 
arrangements  made  by  the  Local  Executive  Council  is  immed¬ 
iately  available  at  the  depot. 


Staff 


An  additional  driver  was  recruited  during  1963  to  meet 
increased  demands  on  the  service  during  late  afternoon  and 
evening  periods. 

i  raining  was  carried  out  by  means  of  a  series  of  lectures 
by  local  medical  consultants.  These  lectures  were  attended 
by  personnel  from  neighbouring  authorities. 

Major  Accidents 

A  scheme  provides  for  immediate  nursing  and  medical 
help  and  equipment  from  hospital  within  a  few  minutes  and  in 
con juction  with  the  police,  fire  and  hospital  authorities  for 
control  of  the  incident,  ambulance  directions  and  use  of  hospital 
beds. 


43 


A  printed  booklet  “Emergency  Catastrophe  Procedure” 
has  been  issued  for  the  guidance  of  the  staff  concerned  and 
is  revised  periodically.  This  is  a  joint  venture  with  the  hospital 
service  and  the  co-operation  of  the  police  and  fire  services. 
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CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 


Convalescence 

Patients  are  sent  for  convalescence  on  the  recommendation 
of  their  own  doctors  and  hospital  consultants.  They  contribute 
towards  the  cost  according  to  their  means.  Altogether  76  appli¬ 
cations  were  investigated,  22  of  these  subsequently  declined 
to  accept  the  arrangements  that  could  be  made  for  them. 

A  total  of  52  adults  and  2  children  received  recuperative 
holidays  under  the  authority’s  scheme  and  most  of  the  patients 
were  accommodated  in  homes  by  the  sea. 

in  addition  to  convalescent  home  fees,  travelling  expenses 
were  paid  in  respect  of  50  patients. 

Recommendations 

These  were  made  as  follows:- 

By  General  Practitioners  50 

By  Hospital  Physicians 

and  Surgeons  4 

54 


Age  Group  of  Patients 

The  54  patients  were  of  the  following  age  groups:- 


Under  21  years 

2 

21  to  44  years 

10 

45  to  64  years 

25 

65  years  and  over 

17 

54 
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LOAN  EQUIPMENT 


Stocks  of  nursing  equipment  for  use  in  patients  homes 
are  held  at  the  nurses’  centre.  These  articles  are  lent  on  the 
recommendation  of  a  general  practitioner,  midwife  or  district 


nurse. 

The  following  types  ot 
during  the  year:- 

Air  rings 
Back  rests 
Bed  cradles 
Bed  pans 

Bedstead  (special) 
Commode  chairs 
Crutches 
Urinal  s 

Waterproof  sheets 
Walk  ing  sticks 
Walking  aids 


equipment  were  available  for  use 

Bed  wedges 

Feeding  cups 

Head  poles  and  chains 

Housechairs 

Mattresses  and  covers 

Nocturnal  Enuresis  alarms 

Spinal  Carriages 

Spinal  supports 

Sputum  cups  (disposable) 

Wheel  chairs 
Fracture  boards 


No  charge  is  made  for  the  use  of  the  qquipment,  but  each 
borrower  is  required  to  sign  an  agreement  to  return  items  loaned 
within  three  months  and  in  good  condition.  The  loan  period  can 
be  extended  by  signing  a  further  agreement. 


CHIROPODY  SERVICE 


This  service  is  restricted  to  certain  categories  which  are 
shown  below  with  the  charges  made  for  treatment:- 

Clinic 
T  reatment 

Aged,  Handicapped,  Blind  persons  2/6 

Expectant  Mothers  5/- 

An  appointment  system  is  operated,  a  full-time  chiropodist 
works  10  sessions  per  week  and  is  assisted  by  a  sessional 
chiropodist  who  provides  4  sessions  per  week. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  treatments  given. 


Clinic 

Domi  ciliary 

Part  III  Accommodation 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

245 

1,472 

50 

403 

54 

90 

T  ota  Is  1,717 

453 

144 

Home 

Treatment 

4/- 

7/6 
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This  grand  total  of  2,314  treatments  is  281  more  than  in  1962. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  302  new  patients  attended  compared 
with  307  in  1962. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  chiropodist  deals  with  an  average 
of  7  treatments  each  clinic  session  and  2  or  3  each  domiciliary 
session  depending  upon  the  amount  of  time  spent  on  travelling 
between  addresses  by  public  transport.  The  service  provided 
is  small  in  relation  to  the  demand  and  at  least  4  chiropodists 
are  necessary.  It  is  unfortunate  that  suitably  trained  staff  are 
not  available  nor  apparently  are  yet  in  training. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


Staff 

The  Home  Help  Service  at  the  end  of  the  year  employed 
16  full-time  staff  and  55  part-time  staff,  making  an  equivalent 
of  approximately  50  in  terms  of  full-time  staff. 

The  greater  amount  of  work  is  done  in  the  morning  —  this 
being  the  most  convenient  time,  both  to  the  patients  and  to  the 
home  helps. 

General  Arrangements 

Home  Helps  are  available  to  meet  the  needs  of  those  re¬ 
sidents  of  the  town  who  for  various  reasons  are  unable,  either 
temporarily  or  permanently,  to  manage  their  own  housework  and 
who  need  help  at  home  to  make  life  bearable. 

The  service  is  one  for  which  a  charge  is  made,  based  on 
the  financial  position  of  the  family  and  the  hours  of  service  given. 

The  number  of  patients  helped  over  the  previous  ten  years 
is  shown  in  the  following  table:- 


Y  ear 

Maternity 

Aged  and  Chronic  Sick 

1954 

43 

225 

1955 

27 

239 

1956 

*8 

246 

1957 

54 

293 

1958 

40 

323 

1959 

45 

365 

1960 

72 

382 

1961 

58 

420 

1962 

53 

422 

1963 

30 

426 

Persons  Helped 

During  the  year  a  total  of  198  new  patients  was  given  help 
for  the  first  time  and  of  rhese  1  l  |were  chronic  sick,  30  maternity, 
and  3  cases  of  tuberculosis. 

The  position  over  the  last  few  years  is  shown  in  the  following 
table:- 


48 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Confinements  at  home 

42 

44 

40 

44 

69 

46 

49 

27 

Other  maternity  cases 

6 

10 

- 

1 

3 

12 

4 

3 

Aged  and  chronic  sick 

246 

293 

323 

365 

380 

420 

422 

426 

T uberculos  is 

10 

8 

10 

7 

7 

8 

6 

9 

Probiem  Families 

3 

4 

6 

8 

9 

8 

10 

8 

Mental  Health 

- . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Others  including  acute 
i  1  Iness 

35 

38 

42 

47 

56 

57 

49 

60 

TOTALS 

342 

397 

421 

472 

524 

551 

540 

539 

Of  the  total  of  539  cases  helped,  71  paid  full  cost  (5s. Od. 
per  hour),  459  paid  part  cost,  and  9  cases  were  granted  free 
help  because  of  special  circumstances. 

Night  Attendance  Service 

This  service  is  designed  to  provide  attendance  at  night  for 
cases  of  illness  and  emergency  when  other  arrangements  cannot 
be  made.  It  is  therefore  only  used  for  urgent  need  and  is  not  a 
large  and  extensive  service. 

During  the  year  2  persons  were  willing  to  do  this  work  and 
they  dealt  with  2  cases  for  the  following  reasons:- 

Chronic  Sick:- 

Senility  1 

Cancer  1 

Home  Help  Washing  Service 

Some  5  or  6  bags  of  soiled  washing  totalling  some  20  articles 
are  dealt  with  weekly.  This  is  a  small  but  valuable  service 
which  could  with  advantage  be  extended. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 


The  functions  of  the  local  health  authority  in  this  field 
relate  to  the  provision  of  mental  welfare  officers,  with  respons¬ 
ibilities  in  connection  with  the  removal  of  mentally  disordered 
persons,  a  social  and  visiting  service  to  the  mentally  ill  and 
handicapped,  of  training  centres  for  the  mentally  handicapped, 
and  also  the  provision  of  residential  accommodation  for  all  groups 
of  mentally  disordered  persons. 

General  Arrangements 

The  Health  Committee  is  responsible  for  the  mental  health 
service.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  deputy  are  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  administration  of  the  service  assisted  by  two 
mental  welfare  officers,  one  trained  social  worker  and  a  mental 
health  officer  working  with  mentally  subnormal.  Arrangements 
are  made  for  the  officers  of  the  County  Boroughs  of  Smethwick 
and  West  Bromwich  to  relieve  each  other  so  as  to  provide  adequate 
staff  for  a  continuous  24  hour  service. 

Mental  Illness 

The  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  is  allocated  to  the  catchment 
area  of  the  All  Saints  Hospital,  Winson  Green,  Birmingham  and 
the  majority  of  patients  resident  in  the  Borough  requiring  in¬ 
patient  treatment  were  admitted  to  that  hospital. 

Patients  can  be  admitted  to  hospital  informally  or  on  an 
authority  for  detention  which  allows  the  hospital  to  detain  them 
for  stated  periods  of  time.  Compulsory  powers  are  only  used  as  a 
last  resort.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients 
admitted  informally  and  on  orders  (or  authority  for  detention) 
over  the  past  ten  years:- 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1  nforma  1  ly 

57 

65 

91 

44 

41 

77 

81 

150 

179 

170 

Compulsory 

Powers 

46 

47 

68 

119 

108 

101 

124 

89 

76 

88 

TOTALS 

103 

112 

159 

163 

149 

178 

205 

239 

255 

258 

Apart  from  these  admissions  12  people  residing  in  the  area 
of  other  local  authorities  were  admitted  from  West  Bromwich  — 
8  under  compulsory  powers  and  4  on  an  informal  basis,  making 
a  total  of  270  admissions  in  all. 
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in  1963,  88  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  under  com¬ 
pulsory  powers  for  observation  and  treatment.  Of  these  67  were 
admitted  under  emergency  powers  giving  the  hospital  authority 
to  detain  for  72  hours,  17  were  admitted  for  observation  giving 
hospital  to  detain  for  28  days  and  3  were  admitted  for  treatment. 
The  latter  category  may  be  detained  in  hospital  for  an  initial 
period  of  one  year  after  which  each  case  is  reviewed,  in  addition 
to  these  3,  8  patients  who  were  already  in  hospital  were  reclassi¬ 
fied  under  this  section,  making  11  long  term  orders  in  all.  One 
person  was  sent  to  All  Saints  Hospital  by  a  decision  of  a  Court. 
Of  the  67  patients  admitted  under  emergency  powers,  39  were 
made  informal  at  the  expiration  of  the  72  hours  and  the  hospital 
took  steps  in  26  cases  to  detain  them  for  28  days,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  ail  but  8  were  made  informal  patients.  Two  patients 
were  discharged  within  the  72  hours. 

During  the  year  the  hospital  because  of  the  patients'  illness 
had  to  use  the  procedure  for  detaining  3  informal  patients  for 
three  days,  during  which  time  the  mental  welfare  officer  had 
to  arrange  the  necessary  application  and  medical  recommendations 
to  enable  the  hospital  to  detain  the  patient  for  a  further  28  days. 

Out  of  the  total  of  258  admissions  during  the  year,  72  patients 
were  still  in  hospital  on  the  31st  December,  but  of  these  22  were 
admitted  during  the  month  of  December  and  8  during  November. 
The  usual  stay  in  hospital  is  less  than  two  months. 

In  all  there  were  124  West  Bromwich  patients  in  Mental 
Hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year,  which  means  that  52  had  been 
in  longer  than  12  months. 

During  1963  in  a  1 1  348  new  cases  were  referred  to  thedepai  tment 
and  as  only  270  of  these  were  actually  admitted  to  hospital  it 
means  that  help  was  given  to  78  additional  people. 

During  the  year,  West  Bromwich  continued  to  provide  transport 
for  patients  to  attend  the  day  hospitals  run  by  All  Saints  Hospital. 

Although  many  of  these  patients  are  physically  capable  of 
travelling  on  public  transport,  the  nature  of  their  illness  is  such 
that  some  cannot  face  the  mental  effort  involved,  and  some  are 
so  withdrawn  and  depressed  that  they  would  not  go  if  they  were 
not  taken.  If  they  did  not  attend  the  day  hospital  a  number  of 
these  patients  would  probably  have  to  be  admitted  or  re-admitted 
as  in-patients  for  treatment.  As  soon  as  they  are  fit  to  do  so, 
patients  are  encouraged  to  use  public  transport  as  part  of  their 
treatment. 

Old  Age  and  Mental  Illness 

The  problem  of  old  people  cften  living  alone,  suffering  from 
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mental  disorder  of  varying  degrees,  referred  by  doctors  and  other 
sources  is  increasing  and  causes  concern.  Sometimes  temporary 
admission  to  a  geriatric  ward  of  a  general  hospital  is  the  answer, 
but  there  is  a  shortage  of  beds. 

The  following  tabie  shows  the  number  of  patients  over  60 
years  of  age  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  over  the  last  10  years:- 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1  nforma  1 

12 

12 

15 

6 

8 

9 

17 

26 

44 

49 

Admitted 

under 

Compulsory 

powers 

13 

21 

20 

35 

26 

32 

33 

29 

19 

21 

TOTALS 

25 

33 

35 

41 

34 

41 

50 

55 

63 

70 

i 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  during  1963  21 
patients  of  60  years  or  more  in  age  were  admitted  under  compulsory 
powers  to  hospital.  Of  these  15  were  admitted  under  emergency 
powers,  11  became  informal  after  the  expiration  of  the  72  hours, 

4  were  detained  for  28  days  and  then  became  informal.  Of  the 

5  patients  who  were  originally  admitted  for  28  days  observation 
4  became  informal  at  the  end  of  that  time.  One  was  detained  for 
a  year  and  one  patient  was  admitted  for  long  term  detention 
under  Section  26  of  the  Act. 

During  the  year,  All  .Saints  Hospital  introduced  a  system 
whereby  all  patients  over  the  age  of  65  years,  who  were  referred, 
had  to  be  seen  by  a  Consultant  Psychiatrist  to  determine  whether 
admission  was  absolutely  necessary  or  whether  more  sui  table 
arrangements  could  be  made. 

Residential  Accommodation  for  Elderly  Mentally  Disordered 
Persons 

In  December,  1963,  the  first  patients  were  admitted  to  Warstone 
House,  a  new  home  of  27  beds  provided  by  the  County  Borough 
of  West  Bromwich  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act,  1946,  as  applied  by  Section  6  of  the  Mental  Health  Act, 
1959. 

The  patients  accommodated  are  senile  and  mainly  suffering 
from  dementia  not  requiring  admission  to  hospital  but  beyond 
management  in  a  domestic  household. 

Residents  remain  under  the  care  of  their  own  general  practi¬ 
tioners  but  a  consultant  psychiatrist  advises  on  suitability  for 
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admission,  management  of  the  home  generally  and  patients  in¬ 
dividually. 

The  accommodation  provides  11  single  bedrooms  and  8 
double  bed/ooms,  and  the  staffing  consists  of  1  chief  male  nurse, 

■  deputy  charge  nurse,  6  nursing  assistants  and  domestics. 

The  premises  are  intended  to  provide  a  home  not  a  chronic 
sick  ward.  Initial  experience  suggests  that  a  number  of  patients 
deteriorate  rapidly  and  the  nursing  content  of  the  work  is  therefore 
considerable,  ihis  also  has  produced  inevitably  a  substantial 
laundry  problem. 

From  the  limited  experience  gained  it  seems  that  the  problems 
in  this  type  of  unit  arise  when  patients  deteriorate  physically 
and  terminal  care  is  needed.  Transfer  to  hospital  seems  unfortunate 
and  with  the  present  acute  shortage  of  beds  for  the  elderly  often 
is  not  possible.  Adequate  care  of  patients  needing  constant 
attention  and  heavy  nursing  in  a  unit  of  this  nature  requires  a 
very  considerabie  staff. 

Work  in  the  C  ©mm  unify 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  visiting  of  patients  who 
are  found  not  to  require  admission  to  hospital  and  such  visiting 
can  sometimes  prevent  admission  to  hospital. 

The  co-operation  of  other  social  agencies  such  as  probation 
officers,  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Resettlement  Officer,  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  and  the  voluntary  organisations,  has  been 
most  helpful. 

The  assistance  of  the  staff  has  been  increasingly  sought 
by  the  hospital  medical  staff  and  their  social  workers  in  making 
contact  with  relatives  of  in-patients  and  giving  full  social  histories 
for  the  use  of  the  hospital  staff. 

Weekly  case  conferences  are  held  at  All  Saints  Hospital, 
The  contact  thus  made  ensures  continuity  of  service  to  the 
patients  after  their  discharge  from  hospital. 

» 

Social  Club 

The  Psychiatric  Social  Ciub  has  promoted  the  general 
welfare  of  patients.  Members  are  encouraged  to  be  responsible 
for  the  general  management  of  the  club  affairs,  assisted  by  the 
mental  health  staff.  A  small  executive  committee  of  members 
administers  the  c!ub*s  activities  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
the  enthusiasm  they  show.  The  membership  is  about  45  and 
the  weekly  meeting  attracts  an  average  of  35  members. 
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Mental  Subnormaiity 
Additions  to  the  Register 


During  1963,  36 
the  following  sources: 

new 

case 

s  were 

added 

to  the 

register  from 

* 

Severely 
Under  16 
M  F 

subnormal 
Over  16 

M  F 

Under 

M 

Subnormal 

16  Over  16 
F  M  F 

Notified  by  West 
Bromwich  Education 
Authority  Sec57(3) 
of  Education  Act. 

5 

4 

Youth  Employment 
Officer 

1 

Transfers  from 

Other  Local 

Authorities 

-  3  1 

Hospital 

1 

2 

2 

1 

- 

-  1  1 

Ministry  of  Labour 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  -  2- 

National 

Assistance  Board 

. 

1 

Housing  Department 

* 

- 

1 

• 

• 

•  •  — 

Welfare  Department 

- 

- 

* 

1 

-  -  1 

Health  Visitors 

1 

2 

- 

• 

Medical  Staff 

1 

1 

• 

• 

•  ^ 

Mental  Welfare 

- 

- 

1 

• 

-  -  1 

Transfer  from 

Borstal  Institution 

-  1 

Of  those  notified  by  the  Local  Education  Authority,  5  males 
and  3  females  are  attending  the  Training  Centre,  and  1  male 
and  1  female  aie  receiving  friendly  visitation.  Of  the  remaining 
26  patients,  d  have  been  working  regularly  and  1  part-time;  2  were 
returned  to  St,  Margaret's  Hospital  because  they  could  not  adapt 
themselves  to  community  life;  1  severely  subnormal  patient  was 
transferred  from  a  Borstal  institution  to  St.  Margaret’s  Hospital; 
1  severely  subnormal  patient  was  admitted  to  St.  Margaret's 
Hospital  and  the  remaining  13  are  receiving  home  care.  Ail  these 
patients  are  receiving  friendly  visitation. 
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Hospital  care 


During  iy63,  9  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  7  on  an 
informal  basis  and  2  under  Section  26  of  the  Mental  Health  Act, 
1959.  Of  the  7  informal  admissions,  5  were  severely  subnormal 
children  -  2  boys  and  3  girls. 

Ten  patients  had  short  stay  periods  in  hospital.  Five  boys 
and  3  girls  were  admitted  to  relieve  the  home  tension,  and  two 
adults-  (1  male  and  1  female)  for  treatment. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  161  West  Bromwich  persons  were 
in  receipt  of  care  and  training  in  various  hospitals  and  homes. 


Their  classifications 
as  follows:- 

under  the  Mental 

Health  Act, 

1959,  were 

Male 

Fema  le 

T  ota! 

Subnormal 

9 

9 

18 

Severely  subnormal 

62 

79 

141 

Psychopathic  disorder 

2 

- 

2 

73 

88 

161 

Of  these,  131  are  informal  patients  who  are  free  to  leave 
hospital  and  only  30  are  compulsorily  detained. 


Community  core 

A  total  of  192  persons  is  continuing  to  receive  friendly 
visits  from  the  mental  health  social  worker.  The  table  below 
gives  details:- 

Friendly  visiting  Und^  ^6  Op  16 

Severely  subnormal  23  28  27  48 

Subnormal  -  30  36 

On  extended  leave  of  absence  from  hospital 

Severely  subnormal  -  1  - 

Subnormal  -  . 

Cl  inic  for  the  mentally  subnormal 

This  clinic  which  started  in  October,  1963,  has  been  most 
successful  and  with  a  Consultant  Psychiatrist  in  charge  has 
proved  most  valuable. 
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A  total  of  37  patients  attended  the  nine  clinics  held  during 

the  year.  Only  3  patients  bailed  to  keep  their  appointments. 

T raining  Centre 

The  Crest'  Training  Centre  provides  facilities  for  subnormal 
persons  who  have  been  notified  to  the  Local  Health  Authority 
as  unsuitable  for  education  in  school  and  for  mentally  handicapped 
adults  to  receive  both  training  and  occupation  suitable  to  their 

abi  I  ities. 

I  ft  the  Junior  Section,  from  the  age  of  5  to  15  years,  the 
classes  are  mixed  but  for  those  aged  Id  years  and  over,  there 
are  separate  classes  for  men  and  women,  each  with  a  craft  in¬ 
structor  of  their  own  sex. 

The  composition  of  the  staff  at  the  31st  December,  was 

1  Supervisor 
1  Male  Craft  Instructor 
1  Female  Craft  instructor 
3  Assistant  Supervisors 

1  General  Assistant 

2  Domestics 

he  register  at  i  he  Crest',  at  31st  December  was  as  follows: 


Male 

Female 

T  otal 

Under  16  years 

22 

19 

41 

Over  16  years 

14 

18 

32 

36 

37 

73 

1  he  average  daily  attendance  was:- 

Seniors  27 

Juniors  33 

i.e.,  a  total  daily  average  of  60. 

The  existing  building  is  overcrowded  and  a  new  Junior 
Training  Centre  is  being  planned. 

The  hours  are  from  9.  30  a.m.  to  3.30  p.m.,  and  include  a  mid¬ 
day  meal,  the  children  being  taken  to  and  from  the  Centre  in 
specially  provided  transport.  The  junior  classes  close  for  primary 
school  holidays  and  the  senior  ones  for  a  total  of  8  weeks  in  the 
year. 

A  holiday  at  Colwyn  Bay  for  1  week  attended  by  22  pupils 
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of  all  ages  was  a  great  success  and  was  provided  in  association 
with  the  West  Bromwich  Association  for  the  Mentally  Handicapped. 

An  "'Open  Day"  was  held  in  June  1963  so?  that  parents  and 
other  visitors  could  join  the  children  during  their  everyday  act¬ 
ivities  at  the  Centre. 

At  C  hristmas  also  parents  were  invited  to  visit  the  children 
in  the  classrooms  to  see  their  work,  talk  with  the  instructors 
and  take  refreshments. 
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PART  III 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Incidence  and  Mortality 
T  uberculosis 
Venereal  Disease 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


I  nc idence 

There  were  984  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  (other  than 
tuberculosis,)  notified  or  otherwise  ascertained  during  the  year. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notifications 
received  during  each  of  the  last  ten  years:- 


1954 

j  1955 

J 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

D  i  phtheri  a 

1 

• 

• 

1 

Dysentery 

26 

3 

57 

109 

7 

5 

26 

3 

3 

7 

Acute  encephalitis 

- 

- 

. 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

1 

. 

Erys  ipe  las 

.  2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

- 

3 

Measles 

570 

994 

25 

1855 

227 

923 

223 

1160 

188 

807 

Meningococcal  Infection 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

• 

2 

«. 

1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

- 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Pneumon  ia 

Poliomyelitis: 

7 

21 

10 

34 

12 

29 

17 

18 

3 

5 

Paralytic 

6 

5 

2 

5 

- 

3 

4 

10 

» 

Non-parc  lytic 

• 

2 

2 

1 

l 

- 

1 

. 

3 

• 

m 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

10 

9 

’  2 

4 

• 

3 

4 

2 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

51 

65 

28 

17 

41 

70 

64 

27 

17 

14 

Smal  Ipox 

1 

Whooping  cough 

124 

69 

223 

176 

25 

27 

167 

15 

5 

147 

Paratyphoid  fever 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

2 

Food  poison  ing 

1 

65 

33 

46 

2 

4 

— 

23 

1 

_ 

1 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  attributable  wholly 
or  in  part  to  infectious  diseases  during  the  last  ten  years:- 


1  ! 

1 954  jl  955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

D  i  phtheria 

. 

. 

„ 

• 

1 

Dysentery  &  Gastro 
enteritis 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

7 

4 

4 

7 

Acute  infective 

encephalitis 

1 

Meas  les 

- 

2 

- 

1 

„ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

• 

_ 

1 

Poliomyel  itis 

- 

2 

• 

- 

_ 

• 

• 

2 

Whooping  cough  . 

- 

1 

- 

- 

-  - 

• 

. 

T  uberculosis: 

P  u  Imonary 

32 

30 

15 

13 

19 

15 

16 

11 

11 

7 

Non-pulmonary 

3 

/ 

2 

3 

- 

- 

* 

- 

1 

TOTAL 

37 

40 

18 

18 

24 

21 

24 

19 

lJA 

16 
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Diphtheria 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Dysentery 

A  total  of  7  cases  of  dysentery  was  notified  during  the 
year.  The  disease  was  due  to  the  Sonne  variety  of  the  organism 
and  was  mild  in  character.  There  was  no  general  spread  of 
infection  and  the  cases  made  uneventful  recoveries. 


Measles 

A  total  of  807  cases  of  measles  was  notified  compared 
with  188  in  the  previous  year  and  1,160  cases  in  1961.  Measles 
is  usually  prevalent  in  alternate  years  and  the  rise  was  there¬ 
fore  expected.  One  child  aqed  4  years  died  of  bronchopneumonia 
due  to  measles  in  1963. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Only  1  case  was  notified.  The  disease  was  mild  and  re¬ 
covery  uneventful  and  complete. 


Pneumonia 

Five  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified.  Obviously  this 
figure  cannot  be  taken  to  indicate  the  prevalence  of  pneumonia 
in  the  town  because  the  only  forms  of  pneumonia  notifiable  are 
acute  primary  and  influenzal.  Broncho-pneumonia  (which  is 
common)  is  not  a  notifiable  disease 


Poi  iomyei  iti  s 

No  cases  were  notified  during  1963  and  this  is  the  second 
year  in  succession  free  from  this  infection. 


Scarlet  Fever 

A  total  of  14  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  notified  during 
the  year  none  of  which  were  admitted  to  hospital.  Scarlet  fever 
still  continues  to  be  a  mild  disease  and  the  figures  in  all  prob¬ 
ability  do  not  indicate  the  true  incidence  as  notification  is 
likely  to  be  incomplete. 
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Whooping  Cough 


A  total  of  147  cases  of  whooping  cough  was  notified. 

It  is  most  probable  that  this  is  a  substantial  underestimate 
of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in  the  Borough  as  notification 
is  likely  to  be  incomplete. 


Smallpox 

No  cases  occurred  during  1963  although  there  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  burden  of  additional  work  in  the  department  in  the 
first  three  months  of  the  year  in  connection  with  the  surveillance 
of  contacts  on  the  case  reported  on  the  28th  December,  1962, 
(Annual  Report  for  1962)  and  vaccination  activities.  Also  during 
this  time  there  were  cases  in  other  parts  of  the  country  including 
the  City  of  Birmingham. 

Demand  for  vaccination  was  considerable  and  some  early 
difficulties  had  to  be  overcome  in  connection  with  supplies  of 
vaccine  lymph.  No  further  cases  occurred  in  West  Bromwich 
and  as  contacts  were  released  from  surveillance  and  general 
public  alarm  diminished,  the  department  was  able  to  return  to 
normal  functioning  and  hours  of  duty. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  C.W.D.  Cole,  Chest  Physician  for  the 
foil  owing  report. 

“In  1963  the  anti-tuberculosis  services  available  in  the 
County  Borough  of  West  Bromwich  remained  virtually  unchanged 
from  the  previous  year.  A  steady  improvement  in  details  of  the 
service  available  to  in-patients  in  Heath  Lane  Hospital  took 
place.  The  Lung  Function  room  with  its  ready  availability  has 
been  increasingly  in  demand  and  is  most  useful.  The  radio¬ 
graphy  service  at  the  Chest  Clinic  has  been  bedevilled  by  the 
chronic  ill-health  of  the  radiographer  and  this  has  lead  to  a 
good  deal  of  the  work  being  carried  out  by  temporary  replacements. 
It  is  hoped  that  some  improvement  here  will  take  place.  Virtually 
every  patient  attending  Hallam  Hospital  and  the  District  Hospital 
have  had  their  chests  x-rayed.  The  Mass  Miniature  Radiography 
Service  has  continued  to  operate  for  one  day  per  week  at  the 
Memorial  Gardens  and  at  a  number  of  places  of  employment 
during  the  year.  A  welcome  feature  of  1963  has  been  the  in¬ 
creasing  use  made  of  the  static  unit  of  the  M.M.R.  by  firms 
employing  elderly  men  and  by  x-raying  employees  upon  their 
return  to  work  after  periods  of  absence  through  sickness. 
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Notifications 


Primary  notifications  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  in¬ 
volving  persons  living  within  the  Borough  boundaries  from  all 
sources  in  1963  amounted  to  21  men  and  15  women  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis  in  some  form  or  another.  Further¬ 
more,  an  additional  3  men,  1  woman  and  7chiidren  were  diagnosed 
as  suffering  from  tuberculosis  other  thbn  that  of  the  respiratory 
system.  This  produced  a  total  of  52  new  cases  of  tuberculosis 
originating  within  the  County  Borough  —  a  fall  of  34  coses  from 
1962  —  an  extremely  encouraging  feature  of  the  year’s  work. 
Comparable  figures  for  previous  years  are  shown  as  under. 


1956 

87 

1957 

61 

1958 

66 

1959 

59 

1960 

68 

1961 

68 

1962 

86 

in  addition  a  number  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
came  to  live  in  the  Borough  during  the  year.  These  amounted  to 
1  British  man  with  non-respiratory  tuberculosis;  6  British 
men  with  respiratory  tuberculosis;  3  British  women  with  respira¬ 
tory  tuberculosis;  1  Arab  with  respiratory  tuberculosis  and 
1  Indian  with  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  The  numbers  of 
primary  notifications  have  fallen  to  the  lowest  figure  yet  and 
later  in  this  report  I  will  analyse  them  in  more  detail.  They 
do,  however,  follow  the  national  trend  in  that  tuberculosis  is 
becoming  controlled  far  more  effectively  than  ever  it  was. 
In  my  opinion  this  is  due  to  the  urrelenting  drive  against  this 
disease  and  the  scrupulous  and  intensive  follow-up  facilities 
available  at  the  chest  units  throughout  the  country.  This  is 
a  pattern  which  could  be  applied  with  advantage  to  other  diseases 
involving  chronic  ill  health  when  similar  results  might  accrue. 


Deaths 

In  1963  1  British  man  was  diagnosed  posthumously  as 
having  died  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  a  further  4  men 
and  3  women  also  died  of  this  disease.  This  gives  a  total 
of  8  deaths  due  directly  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  In  addition 
3  men  died  of  cardio-respiratory  insufficiency  as  lonq  term 
sequalae  of  old  healed  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  8  notified  cases 
died  of  carcinoma  of  lung;  1  died  in  a  factory  accident;  3  died 
of  coronary  thrombosis  and  a  further  man  died  following  surgery 
for  peptic  ulceration.  Once  again  it  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that 
the  number  of  deaths  has  shown  a  further  fall  from  the  previous 
year. 
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T  reatment 


During  1963  no  new  drugs  of  proved  therapeutic  efficiency 
have  been  developed  for  general  use  against  tuberculosis. 
Streptomycin,  P.A.S.,  amd  LN.AH.  continued  to  be  the  first 
line  drugs  whilst  Pyrazinamide,  Cycloserine;  Kanamycin  and 
Ethionamide  are  used  increasingly  as  adjuvants  to  the  main 
line  of  attack.  These  drugs  are  especially  useful  for  dealing 
with  cases  whose  organism  is  resistant  or  partially  so  to  the 
first  three  named  drugs.  Hospital  beds  have  been  freely  available 
for  patients  with  tuberculosis  who  need  them  and  every  case 
notified  in  this  Borough  during  1963,  except  one,  was  admitted 
initially.  The  tendency  nowadays  is  for  most  patients  to  be  in 
hospital  for  about  six  months  -  and  upon  their  return  home  to 
continue  maintenance  therapy  with  anti-tuberculous  drugs  for 
12  —  24  months.  Reversible  collapse  therapy  was  not  used  in 
this  area  at  all  in  1963.  The  number  of  cases  requiring  surgical 
interference  has  fallen  very  markedly  but  may  still  be  necessary 
in  some  cases.  The  outlook  for  the  newly  diagnosed  case  of 
tuberculosis  nowadays  is  extremely  good  and  nobody  should  be 
afraid  to  present  himself  for  diagnosis  should  the  slightest 
doubt  be  present  as  to  whether  a  tuberculous  infection  is  present 
or  not. 


Attendances 

Total  attendances  at  the  Chest  clinic  for  1963  were  9,166, 
a  very  welcome  fall  of  qlmost  4,000.  Of  this  total  1,150  were 
persons  who  attended  for  full  investigation  for  the  first  time. 
A  further  337  attended  for  x-ray  examination  only.  House 
contacts  of  all  notified  cases  v/ere  invited  to  attend  the  chest 
clinic  for  examination.  The  attendance  in  British  born  contacts 
was  nearly  100%  of  those  invited  to  attend,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say 
that,  for  the  first  time  in  West  Bromwich,  only  50%  of  the  Asiatic 
contacts  attended.  All  child  contacts  of  notified  cases  are 
x-rayed  and  skin  tested.  In  1963  exactly  100  such  children 
attended  the  chest  clinic. Seventy  eight  of  them  were  non-reactors 
to  Old  Tuberculin,  whilst  22  children  proved  to  be  reactors. 
B.C.G.  vaccination  is  always  offered  where  medically  desirable 
to  non-reacting  child  contacts. 


Immigrants 

Reference  to  the  reports  of  1961  and  1962  will  remind 
readers  of  the  importance  of  immigrants  who  suffer  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  as  constituting  a  public  health  problem.  A  good  deal  is 
written  about  this  .matter  in  professional  journals  and  a  great 
4eo\  more  is  said  in  conversation  and  in  the  popular  press. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  very  often  opinions  are  expressed  which 
may  be  highly  coloured  and  quite  erroneous.  It  seems  to  me  that 
it  would  be  helpful  therefore  if  the  situation  in  West  Bromwich 
is  analysed  a  little  more  carefully.  It  is  well  known  and  it  is 
fact  that  the  Asiatic  men  tend  to  live  in  mainly  all-male  est¬ 
ablishments  -  although  during  the  past  twelve  months  many 
more  Asiatic  women  have  joined  their  menfolk.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Caribbean  immigrants  ir  West  Bromwich  are  mainly  in 
family  units  now.  indeed,  there  appears  to  be  a  considerable 
number  of  young  unattached  females  working  and  residing  in 
this  Borough.  The  accommodation  occupied  by  the  Asiatics 
tends  to  be  substandard  both  from  the  point  of  view  of  numbers 
of  persons  and  the  provision  of  adequate  toilet  and  cooking 
facilities.  The  same  is  true  to  a  lesser  extent  of  the  Caribbean 
community.  Quite  obviously  these  conditions  provide  excellent 
facilities  for  the  transmission  of  diseases  such  as  tuberculosis. 
The  Asiatics  furthermore  are  mainly  of  rustic  extraction  and 
they  exhibit  a  marked  tendency  to  develop  tuberculosis.  The 
Caribbean  community  however  appear  to  behave  very  like  our 
own  citizens  in  their  response  to  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

Analysis  of  the  primary  notifications  for  1963  shows  that 
or  the  21  male  respiratory  cases  6  were  Asiatics  and  4  were  from 
the  Caribbean.  Of  the  women  there  were  1  Caribbean  and  one 
Indian  amongst  the  15  notified  cases.  In  considering  non — 
respiratory  notifications  it  is  found  that  of  the  8  cases  occuring 
in  men  7  came  from  the  continent  of  India  whilst  the  solitary 
adult  woman  notified  was  from  Trinidad.  Amongst  the  children 
with  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  2  were  British,  2  were  Indian 
and  3  were  from  the  Caribbean.  In  this  connection  however  it 
is  only  fair  to  point  out  that  all  3  of  the  Caribbean  children 
were  born  in  this  country  as  was  one  of  the  2  Indians. 

It  is  often  said  that  many  of  the  immigrants  bring  their 
disease  with  them.  Certainly  several  of  the  cases  in  this  Borough 
in  the  past  have  undoubtedly  done  so.  A  breakdown  of  this  year  s 
figures  however  show  that  19  of  the  non-British  cases  had 
acute  disease  whilst  only  2  could  possibly  have  brought  their 
disease  with  them.  The  Caribbean  cases  all  had  acute  disease 
and  the  patients  had  been  in  this  country  between  2  and  8  years. 
The  solitary  adult  Arab  had  lived  in  West  Bromwich  for  the 
past  four  years.  Of  the  Asiatics  4  had  been  in  this  country 
between  2  and  4  years  and  4  had  been  in  this  country  8  years. 

Turning  to  the  question  of  hospitalization  it  must  be  realized 
that  certain  patients  are  hospitalized  on  social  grounds  as  well 
as  on  purely  med  ical  grounds.  Qu  ite  obvious  I y  it  is  most  undes  irable 
for  a  male  Asiatic  with  tuberculosis  to  be  living  in  an  over¬ 
crowded  house  with  inadequate  domestic  facilities,  and  the 
tendency  therefore  is  to  admit  these  men  in  every  case.  Of 
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the  135  males  admitted  to  the  respiratory  disease  wards  of 
Heath  Lane  Hospital,  28  were  coloured  and  of  the  52  females 
5  only  were  coloured  immigrants.  It  will  be  seen  therefore  that 
one  quarter  of  male  admissions  were  coloured  immigrants  as 
opposed  to  one  third  the  year  previously.  Ten  per  cent  of  the 
female  admissions  were  coloured.  Summing  up,  therefore,  our 
experience  in  West  Bromwich  in  1963  it  seems  that  coloured 
immigrants  develop  their  tuberculosis  whilst  in  this  country  and 
furthermore  develop  it  in  an  acute  form  in  almost  every  case. 
Approximately  25%  of  male  admissions  to  tuberculosis  beds 
occurred  in  coloured  men  and  it  seems  necessary  to  direct  a 
more  intensive  campaign  towards  this  section  of  the  community 
when  attempting  to  extirpate  tuberculosis.  Upon  discharge  from 
hospital  the  Asiatics  are  extremely  good  in  attending  for  follow¬ 
up  and  continuing  to  take  their  chemotherapy  once  they  under¬ 
stand  what  is  required  of  them.  They  do  provide  somewhat  of  a 
problem  however  in  that  they  do  not  seem  to  stay  at  any  one 
address  for  any  length  of  time  and  therein  may  well  lie  the  core 
of  their  high  incidence  of  tuberculosis,  for  their  opportunity 
of  contact  tends  to  be  much  larger  than  in  native  West  Bromwich 
folk. 


Chronic  Bronchitis  and  Cancer  of  the  Lung 

Chronic  bronchitis  causes  more  long  term  ill  health  than 
almost  any  other  disease  in  this  area.  It  should  not  be  forgotten 
that  this  condition  is  progressive  and  one  of  the  principal  causes 
of  death  in  the  elderly.  Little  is  known  of  its  causation  and  no 
cure  is  known  for  the  established  case.  Certain  areas  of  the 
British  Isles  carry  a  greater  incidence  of  bronchitis  than  others 
and  this  is  one  of  them.  Various  factors  have  been  incriminated 
as  being  partially  causative  by  individuals  with  “an  axe  to 
grind”.  In  my  view  the  association  of  heavy  work  in  a  dust- 
f  i  I  led  smoky  atmosphere  combined  with  heavy  consumption 
of  tobacco  and  overcrowding  may  well  be  a  very  potent  factor 
in  the  causation  of  chronic  bronchitis.  The  recognition  and 
effective  treatment  of  acute  bronchitic  episodes  in  early  life 
should  do  a  lot  to  prevent  the  changes  in  the  lungs  becoming 
irreversible.  The  sputum  of  the  sufferers  usually  contains 
Pneumococci  and  H. influenzae  in  numbers.  These  organisms 
are  also  frequently  recovered  from  the  nasal  swabs  of  children 
with  chronic  running  noses.  Again  the  encouragement  of  children 
to  blow  their  noses  regularly  and  thus  help  to  keep  their  upper 
respiratory  tracts  working  effectively  might  well  help  also. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  the  chronic  bronchitic  is  a  great  and  increas¬ 
ing  burden  on  his  family  and  the  community.  Repeated  hospitali¬ 
zation  especially  during  the  winter  months  calls  for  more  hospital 
beds  than  are  sometimes  available.  The  chronic  bronchitics 
should  be  taught  and  encouraged  to  heip  themselves.  They  should 


64 


not  smoke  at  all.  They  should  carry  cut  regular  breathing  exer¬ 
cises- and  should  make  every  effort  to  take  a  snort  daily  walk 
during  suitable  weather. 

Sufferers  from  cancer  of  the  lung  are  becoming  all  too 
familiar  to  the  Out-patient  clinics  in  this  town  as  in  every  town 
in  the  British  Isles.  Scarcely  a  week  goes  by  without  a  couple 
of  ill  men  attending  for  the  first  time,  and  all  too  frequently 
it  is  impossible  to  help  them  at  all.  Statistically  the  relationship 
between  cigarette  smoking  and  subsequent  cancer  of  -ne  lung 
is  we  1 1  proven.  In  my  view  every  effort  should  be  made  to  acqua  int 
young  people  of  the  risks  they  run  by  smoking  cigarettes. 
Probably  five  or  six  cigarettes  a  day  is  about  the  maximum 
number  that  can  be  smoked  with  comparative  safety.  It  seems 
such  a  pity  that  the  present  climate  of  teenage  and  young  adult 
opinion  is  such  that  they  are  unwilling  to  heed  the  warnings 
given  as  to  the  dangers  of  smoking. 


Pneumoconios  i  s 

This  condition  is  well  known  to  the  foundrymen,  miner  and 
their  families  resident  in  this  Borough.  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
I  seem  to  be  seeing  less  of  this'  condition  than  I  have  in  the 
past  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  trend  will  continue.  It  seems  as  if 
the  measures  taken  by  the  foundry  trade  to  put  its  house  in 
order  and  provide  cleaner  working  conditions  are  at  last  bearing 

fruit. 


Conclus  ion 

1963  nas,  on  the  whole,  been  an  extremely  satisfactory 
year  for  this  department.  Incidence  and  deaths  from  tuberculosis 
have  both  fallen.  Indeed,  among  the  British  born  citizens  of 
West  Bromwich  tuberculosis  is  rapidly  becoming  comparatively 
infrequent.  Attendances  at  the  Chest  cl-inic  have  at  long  last 
shown  a  decline.  Only  1  patient  in  the  Borough  with  a  positive 
spit  is  not  in  hospital.  The  National  Assistance  Board  continues 
to  operate  its  service  with  great  humanity  end  w ith  great  benefit 
to  the  patients  of  this  clinic.  The  Voluntary  Af+er  Care  Committee 
decided  at  its  Annual  General  Meeting  in  December  to  purchase 
a  caravan  and  to  send  patients  and  their  families  for  holidays 
therein.  It  is  hoped  to  get  this  in  operation  shortly  after  Whitsun 
1964.  The  housing  problems  involving  patients  with  tuberculosis 
have,  as  before,  been  discussed  with  the -Housing  Manager  ana 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Nous  ing  Committee  where  appropriate. 
Every  case  calling  for  immediate  rehousing  on  medical  grounds 
has  been  rehoused  and  in  genera!  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis 
do  very  well  in  this  respect  in  this  Borough.  !  would  like  to 
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express  my  most  grateful  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Chest  clinic 
and  the  Health  Department  for  their  assistance  during  1963. 
Once  again  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  pay  tribute  to  the  work 
of  the  General  practitioners  throughout  the  Borough  for  their 
help  in  looking  after  patients  with  tuberculosis.  The  future 
looks  bright  indeed  for  those  who  contact  this  disease  and  it 
is  very  pleasant  to  be  able  to  say  so.” 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Details  of  the  new  cases  of  venereal  disease  in  West 
Bromwich  residents  treated  during  1963  at  the  General  Hospital, 
Birmingham,  and  the  buest  Hospital,  Dudley,  are  given  below 
together  with  figures  for  5  previous  years:- 


Syphil  is 
Gonorrhoea 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

T  ota  1 


1959 

I960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

8 

6 

21 

9 

8 

53 

38 

71 

56 

45 

71 

59 

202 

79 

98 

132 

103 

294 

144 

151 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION 


Leaflets,  posters  and  pamphlets  are  available  in  the  Health 
Department  and  all  clinics  but  if  is  only  the  continued  activity 
of  tne  medical  staff  and  Health  visitors  that  can  sustain  the 
interest  which  is  necessary  to  impart  beneficial  knowledge  ©n 
health  matters. 

Considerable  education  of  the  individual  took  place  at  infant 
welfare  centres  in  which  growing  use  is  being  made  of  ordinary 
household  and  special  equipment,  for  demonstration  purposes, 
but  httie  was  done  to  organise  other  meetings  of  people  for  this 
purpose. 

A  senior  health  visitor  undertakes  activities  as  group  adviser 
for  health  education  duties  but,  because  of  the  shortage  of  health 
visitors,  has  had  difficulty  in  devoting  adequate  time  to  this. 

Within  the  limits  of  the  staff  the  health  education  of  individuals 
and  smaii  groups  has  continued.  Large  groups  have  so  far  only 
been  tackled  by  posters. 

Smoking  and  Health  Mobile  Unit  provided  by  the  Central 
Council  for  Health  Education  was  invited  to  West  Bromwich  to 
lecture  to  school  children  and  other  groups.  This  took  place  over 
three  days  in  February  1963  and  7  sessions  were  held  in  Grammar, 
Secondary  Modern  and  Comprehensive  Schools.  Attendances  were 
very  good  and  many  pertinent  questions  from  pupils  were  dealt 
with.  The  last  session  took  the  form  of  an  evening  public  meeting 

but  was  very  poorly  attended.  The  weather  at  the  time  was 
severely  cold. 

Posters  showing  details  of  where  treatment  could  be  obtained 
were  exhibited,  in  connection  with  venereal  disease. 


REHOUSING  ON  MEDICAL  GROUNDS 


During  the  year  318  families  applied  for  special  consideration 
on  medical  grounds  in  regard  to  rehousing,  and  many  of  the 
applications  were  accompanied  by  letters  from  family  doctors 
and  consultants.  All  cases  were  investigated,  the  majority  by 
interview  at  the  Health  Department,  some  by  discussion  with 
the  general  practitioner  and  some  by  home  visits  by  medical 
orf icers,  health  visitors,  welfare  officers  or  public  health  inspectors, 
in  tne  last  month  of  the  year  a  weekly  case  conference  with  a 
representative  of  the  Housing  Department  was  begun,  to  ensure 
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that  all  aspects  of  the  applicants'  housing  situation  were  given 
the  fullest  possible  consideration. 

Twenty  seven  applicants  were  found  to  have  no  medical 
grounds  for  special  consideration/  and  ten  who  had  a  history  of 
tuberculosis  were  referred  to  Dr.  Cole  the  Chest  >  hysician  who 
makes  his  own  recommendations  to  the  Housing  Committee. 
Seven  families  who  were  being  rehoused  as  a  result  of  slum 
clearance  were  given  a  particular  type  of  location  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  on  account  of  illness. 

Five  cases  concerned  families  who  were  living  in  West 
Bromwich  but  were  on  the  housing  registers  of  other  authorities. 
Reports  concerning  their  housing  circumstances  were  provided 
for  the  other  authorities  at  their  request. 

The  remainder  of  the  applications  were  classified  as  follows:- 


Serious 
Hines  s 

Mild 
!  1  ines  s 

Mental  ill 
health  or 
subnormal  ity 

Overcrowd  ing 

Condition 

of 

Property 

Aged 

Exchanges 

24 

46 

19 

18 

_ 

12 

50 

100 

Thirteen  cases  of  serious  mental  or  physical  illness  or 
handicap  were  considered  to  require  urgent  rehousing  and  these 
were  placed  before  the  House  Lettings  Committee.  One  case 
was  deferred  and  the  remainder  were  granted  priority. 

Fifty  four  recommendations  were  made  to  the  Housing  Manager 
regarding  the  transfer  of  families  already  occupying  Corporation 
property  who  needed  a  different  type  of  accommodation  or  a 
change  of  locality  on  medical  grounds. 

During  the  year  six  vacancies  occurred  in  the  three  blocks  j 
of  special  flatlets  for  elderly  people.  Each  block  has  a  Warden 
on  the  premi  ses  who  can  give  assistance  to  the  old  people  in 
times  of  emergency.  There  is  a  waiting  list  for  these  flatlets 
and  priority  is  given  to  those  cases  where  the  welfare  need  is 
thought  to  be  greatest. A  careful  investigation  of  the  applicants 
circumstances  is  made,  and  a  medical  assessment  of  the  illness 
or  degree  of  infirmity  which  makes  this  special  .ype  of  accom¬ 
modation  desirable  is  carried  out. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 


Children's  D  epartment 

i  he  medical  staff  of  the  Heaith  Department  are  responsible 
for  the  routine  medical  examination  of  children  in  the  care  of 
the  Local  Authority.  They  do  not  however  provide  treatment  for 
those  who  are  ill.  This  is  done  by  general  practitioners.  Medical 
officers  see  these  children  prior  to  admission  and  just  before 
discharge.  They  also  pay  regular  visits  to  the  Charlemont  Nursery 
and  Reception  Home  and  visit  the  Family  Group  Homes.  Al¬ 
together  234  medical  examinations  were  carried  out  and  these 
can  be  classified  as  follows:- 


Reception 

Home 

Nursery 

F  ami  iy 

Group  Home 

Number  of  children  examined 

on  admission 

32 

2 

17 

Number  of  children  examined 

for  board  ing  out 

2 

4 

15 

Number  of  children  examined 

on  discharge 

29 

34 

9 

Number  of  routine  examinations 

I 

0—1  year 

* 

38 

• 

1  —  5  years 

1 

27 

Over  5  years 

8 

- 

16 

1 

Corporation  Staff 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  his  staff  advise  on  the 
medical  fitness  of  staff  in  connection  with  the  superannuation 
and  sickness  and  accident  schemes. 

The  work  done  during  1963  was  as  follows:- 

Examination  for  Superannuation 

A  total  of  119  officers  completed  satisfactory  declarations 
of  health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination. 

Medical  examinations  60 

Accepted  59 

Deferred  for  re-examination  1 

Examination  for  Sickness,  Accident  Scheme 

A  total  of  189  servants  completed  satisfactory  declarations 
of  health  and  were  accepted  without  medical  examination. 
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Medical  examinations 

143 

Fa i  led 

7 

Deferred  for  re-examination 

12 

Accepted 

124 

Examination  of  applicants  for  admission  to  training  college 
or  for  employment  as  teachers. 

Medical  examinations  70 

Accepted  70 


NURSING  HOMES 


There  are  two  nursing  homes  in  West  Bromwich  registered 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  providing 
between  them  39  beds  for  acute  and  chronically  ill  cases. 

In  August,  1963  the  Minister  of  Health  issued  the  Conduct 
of  Nursing  Homes  Regulations  1963  which  require  the  managers 
to  provide  accommodation,  care  and  staff  of  a  satisfactory 
standard,  and  limit  the  number  of  persons  who  may  be  received 
into  a  home. 

The  Corporation  is  the  registration  authority  and  the  homes 
are  regularly  inspected  by  medical  and  nursing  staff  to  ensure 
compliance  with  the  regulations. 


HOME  SAFETY 

A  close  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  Health  Department 
and  the  Accident  Prevention  Officer,  who  is  available  at  any  time. 
On  a  number  of  occasions  he  has  been  asked  particularly  to 
visit  homes  where  risks  have  been  observed,  and  has  taken  the 
opportunity  to  advise  and  instruct  indiviudals  and  families  on 
bad  appliances  and  practices.  Old  people  are  particularly  in 
need  of  advice,  mostly  in  connection  with  the  use  of  heating 
appl  iances. 

The  Accident  Prevention  Officer  delivered  talks  to  new 
entrants  to  the  Home  Help  Service  on  home  safety,  laying  emphasis 
on  hazards  caused  by  carelessness,  inefficient  domestic  appli¬ 
ances,  and  bad  structural  arrangements. 
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CO-ORDINATION  OF  SERVICES  DEALING  WITH 

CHILD  NEGLECT 


Regular  meetings  of  officers  have  taken  place  at  monthly 
intervals  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
The  following  were  represented  at  these  meetings:- 

The  Chief  N  urs  ing  Officer 

The  Chief  Welfare  Services  Officer 

The  Children's  Officer 

The  Director  of  Education 

The  Family  Case  Worker 

The  Housing  Manager 

The  Moral  Welfare  Worker,  Lichfield  Diocesan  Association 
The  Manager,  National  Assistance  Board 
The  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector 
.  The  Probation  Officer 
Town  Clerk*  Department 
Mental  Health  Section 

The  Superintendent,  West  Bromwich  Division  Staffordshire 

Constabulary. 

A  Case  Conference  has  also  been  meeting  monthly. 

The  Conferences  consist  of  the  Deputy  Housing  Manager, 
The  Family  Case  Worker,  N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector,  and  the  Deputy 
Children’s  Officer.  They  meet  regularly  before  each  Co-ordinating 
Meeting  to  discuss  in  detail  cases  referred  by  the  main  meeting. 
It  is  felt  to  be  easier  and  more  profitable  for  a  small  group  to 
attempt  to  discuss  and  examine  a  family’s  needs  and  problems  and 
to  work  out  a  plan  by  which  that  family  may  best  be  helped. 
Any  suggestions  made  by  the  members  of  the  Case  Conference 
are  put  before  the  main  meeting  for  discussion  and  action. 

It  is  found  that  this  is  a  helpful  way  of  working  especially 
when  dealing  with  those  families  whose  difficulties  are  critical 
and  where  perhaps  several  Social  Workers  are  involved.  Other 
Officers  having  a  close  knowledge  of  any  particular  case  are 
invited  to  the  meeting  but  the  four  officers  mainly  concerned 
are  those  most  involved  when  there  is  a  strong  possibility  of 
a  family  breakdown  and  the  need  for  preventive  work  and  long 
term  support  is  great. 
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The  results  for  1963  are  as  follows:- 


Number  of  families  known  to  the  meeting 
Number  of  families  on  the  live  register  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year  (involving  134  children'1 
Number  of  families  added  to  the  register  during  the  year 
Total  number  of  families  considered  during  the  year 
(involving  101  children) 


170 

24 

5 

29 


Of  the  29  families  known  to  the  Co-ordinating  Meeting  as. I 
presenting  major  problems,  10  are  still  discussed  regularly,  12 
are  kept  on  the  active  list  for  observation  by  a  department  and 
and  then  discussed  when  necessary,  and  7  have  been  removed 
from  the  active  iist. 


COST  OF  THE  SERVICES 

The  cost  of  the  services  provided  under  the  National  Health 
Service  *Act,  the  National  Assistance  Act,  and  other  heaith‘1 
services  during  the  year,  is  shown  compared  with  the  cost  of  s 
the  previous  ten  years  in  the  following  table:- 


Local  Health 

Serv  ices 

Welfare 

Services 

Other  Health 
Services 
(Refuse 

Col  lection, 
Prevention  of 

D  isease  etc.) 

Nationa 

Service 

1  Health 
Act  1946. 

National  Assistance 
Act,  1948 

F  inane  ia  1 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Gross 

Cost  per 

Y  ear 

Cost 

1 ,000  pop. 

Cost 

1,000  pop. 

Cost 

1  P00  pop. 

1952-53 

60,493 

687 

23,936 

272 

66,993 

761 

1953-54 

61,911 

703 

24,479 

278 

71,418 

811 

1954-55 

64,535 

724 

28,781 

323 

70,082 

787 

1955-56 

69,931 

777 

32,298 

359 

84,079 

934 

1956-57 

81,294 

893 

36,823 

404 

91,861 

1,009 

1957-58 

86,862 

931 

46,559 

500 

98,772 

1,062 

1958-59 

97,514 

1,037 

52,212 

555 

100,880 

1,073 

1959-60 

112,088 

1,192 

60,692 

645 

111,371 

1,184 

1960-61 

119,374 

1,256 

67,040 

705 

112,426 

1,184 

1961-62 

133,722 

1,376 

81,383 

839 

131,033 

1,350 

1962-63 

149,218 

1,522 

94,345 

_ _ _ _ _ 

962 

.  -  ......  - - — 

132,552 

1,352 
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PART  V 


WELFARE  SERVICES 


Care  of  the  Aged 
Care  of  the  Handicapped 
Other  Welfare  Services 


WELFARE  SERVICES 


General  Arrangements 

The  Authority’s  functions  in  this  field  under  the  National 
Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  discharged  through  the  Welfare  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  administration  :s  under  the  direction  of  the  Director 
of  Welfare  Services  who  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  staff  at  the  31st  December,  1963  consisted  of:- 

1  Chief  Welfare  Services  Officer, 

1  Sen  ior  Social  Welfare  Officer, 

4  Social  Welfare  Officers, 

4  Welfare  Assistants, 

1  Tra inee  Welfare  Officer, 

1  Home  Teacher  for  the  Blind, 

1  Assistant  Teacher  for  the  Blind, 

1  Sen  ior  Craft  Instructor, 

1  Occupational  Therapist, 

3  Craft  Instructors,  and  the  staff  of  the  residential  homes. 

The  trainee  welfare  officer  who  attended  the  first  full-time 
two  year  course  held  at  Birmingham  College  of  Commerce  returned 
to  the  Department  in  July  after  successfully  completing  the 
course.  A  further  trainee  commenced  the  course  beginning  in 
September. 

Duties  relating  to  the  deaf  were  carried  out  by  the  agency 
of  the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Walsall,  acting 
on  behalf  of  the  Corporation. 


CARE  OF  THE  AGED 


In  June,  1963  it  was  estimated  that  there  were  some  8,300 
persons  in  the  Borough  over  the  age  of  65  and  of  these  the  de¬ 
partment  has  records  of  a  total  of  961  who  for  some  reason  have 
come  to  notice  at  some  time  as  presenting  a  problem.  It  is  to 
be  expected  that  many  old  people  are  still  well  able  to  look 
after  themsei/es,  and  have  no  need  of  the  Corporation  welfare 
services.  The  proportion  of  persons  over  65  in  West  Bromwich 
is  estimated  to  be  8.5%  of  the  total  population. 

Residential  Accommodation 

Accommodation  under  Part  II!  of  the  National  Assistance 
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Act  is  provided  directly  by  the  Corporation  at:- 


The  Hawthorns’  ,  Green  Lane,  Great  Barr. 

tor  2 I  eiderly  ladies. 

Beech  Holme  ,  Beeches  Road,  West  Bromwich. 

,  for  20  elderly  men. 

“Lyndon  House”,  Scot t  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

for  32  persons  either  sex. 

"Greenside  House”,  Greenside  Way/  Yew  Tree  Estate. 

for  42  persons  either  sex. 
“The  Willows”,  Bridge  Street,  West  Bromwich. 

for  1 0  elderly  men. 

66  Clarkes  Lane,  West  Bromwich. 


for  10  elderly  ladies. 


Three  blocks  of  old  persons’  flatlets  provided  by  the  Housinc 
Committee,  opened  in  1962  are  still  proving  very  satisfactory 
and  popu  ar.  Each  accommodates  22  persons  and  a  resident 
warden,  the  latter  being  provided  by  the  Welfare  Committee. 

They  are:- 


Newport  House”,  Monmouth  Drive, 
Hateley  Heath,  West  Bromwich. 

"Sandfield  House",  Walsall  Road, 
Stone  Cross,  West  Bromwich. 


"Bramley  House",  Redwood  Road, 
Yew  Tree  Estate,  Walsall. 


At  the  end  of  iV63  the  number  of  residents 
modation  was  as  fol lows 


in  Part  1 1  i  accom- 


Men 


The  Hawthorns" 
"Lyndon  House" 
"Beech  Holme" 
"Greenside  House 
"The  Willows" 

66  Clarkes  Lane 

One 
Poplars" 

The 


Women  In  Hospita ! 

21  4 

20  ] 

3 

20  5 

2 

9  5 

also  maintained  in  "The 


of  the  year  was  that  135 


12 
20 
22 
10 

woman  and  two  men  were 
,  Wolverhampton. 

general  position  at  the  end 
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beds,  representing  16.2  per  thousand  population  over  65  were 
provided  for  old  persons.  (This  is  the  extent  of  the  provision 
made  by  the  Welfare  Committee  and  excludes  the  provision  made 
by  the  Health  Committee  for  the  elderly  mentally  disordered). 
The  average  for  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was  17.5 
per  thousand  population  over  65  at  31st  Marc  h  1964. 

As  the  area  is  short  of  beds  in  hospital  for  chronic  sick 
persons  this  overall  shortage  of  beds  causes  difficulties.  The 
waiting  list  on  31st  December,  1963,  was  20  males  and  28  females. 

In  the  homes  rules  are  kept  to  a  minimum  and  visiting  can 
occur  at  any  reasonable  time.  In  the  case  of  illness  residents 
are  attended  by  their  own  doctor. 

Hairdressing  and  chiropody  are  provided  (the  latter  dependent 
on  the  recruitment  of  chiropodists),  if  a  visit  to  the  optician  or 
dentist  is  needed  and  the  individual  is  unable  to  get  there  alone, 
transport  is  provided.  Birthday  cards,  Christmas  cards  and 
presents,  etc.,  are  sent  to  each  resident  and  the  Christmas 
festivities  include  a  trip  to  the  pantomime.  Throughout  the  rest 
of  the  year  a  number  of  outings,  films  and  live  shows  are  made 
available  for  those  who  wish  to  participate.  Extra  comforts 
(sweets  and  tobacco)  are  issued. 

Holidays  for  residents  of  the  homes  are  arranged  directly 
by  the  Welfare  Committee  and  in  September  27  went  to  Prestatyn 
Holiday  Camp  for  one  week  at  the  same  time  as  the  physically 
hand  icapped. 

In  addit  ion  to  the  residents  in  the  homes  in  West  Bromwich 
there  are  a  few  others  maintained  in  local  authority  or  voluntary 


homes  elsewhere. 

These  are  as  follows:- 

Men 

Women 

Fred  Evans  Homes,  Walsall 

1 

Hampton  Grange,  Hereford 

1 

Highbury  Hall,  Birmingham 

- 

1 

“Hill  Crest”,  Smethwick 

1 

“St.  Mary’s”,  Stone 

1 

Tate  House”,  Harrogate 

1 

‘Southerndown”,  Wales 

- 

1 

Finance 

The  full  cost  to  the  Corporation  per  resident  in  directly 
maintained  homes  was  estimated  at  £7  8s.  lOd.  at  31st  December, 
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1963.  Seventy  nine  residents  without  private  means  were  paying 
the  minimum  charge  of  £2  14s.  Od.  per  week,  42  were  paying 
a  proportion  of  the  full  charge  whilst  13  were  paying  the  full 
cost.  Each  resident  received  a  minimum  of  13s.  6d.  per.  week 
pocket  money. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  accommodation  from 
31st  December,  1962  to  31st  December,  1963. 


Greens  ide 
House 

Lyndon 

House 

The 

Hawthorns 

Beech 

Holme 

66  Ciarkes 
Lane 

The 

Willows 

No. of  beds 

42 

32 

21 

20 

10 

10 

Nk>.of 

admissions 

13 

7 

9 

12 

6 

10 

No. of  re¬ 
admissions 

from  hospita 

!  3 

7 

11 

1 

5 

5 

*No.of  dis- 

charges 

10 

11 

14 

7 

9 

10 

No. of  deaths 

4 

5 

7 

5 

3 

3 

%  of  beds 
occupied 

98.12 

99.57 

94.69 

94.13 

89.38 

89.38 

^Discharges  include  admissions  to  hospital  for  long  term 
care. 

Statistics  calculated  for  the  year  showed  that  39.7%  of  all 
admissions  were  to  ground,  floor  beds.  The  sex  proportion  was 
47.4%  males  and  52.6%  females  and  the  average  age  was  77. 
The  average  length  of  stay  was  24.7  months  excluding  ack¬ 
nowledged  temporary  admissions. 


Voluntary  Organisations 

The  West  Bromwich  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  is 
active  with  11  Over  60  Clubs  in  the  Borough. 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  also  runs  a  Darby  and  Joan 
Club. 
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CARE  OF  THE  BUND 


The  number  of  registered  blind  persons  in  the  Borough,  in 
age  groups,  is  as  follows:- 


Sex 

0 

6 

11 

16 

21 

30 

40 

50 

60 

65 

70 

80 

85 

90 

i 

- 

- 

• 

• 

- 

• 

. 

• 

• 

a 

O 

• 

• 

'T  otal 

5 

10 

15 

20 

29 

39 

49 

59 

64 

69 

79 

84 

89 

yrs. 

yrs. 

..yr§i 

yrs.. 

-yrs^ 

yrs. 

yrs. 

vrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

vrs. 

vrs. 

vrs. 

dIus 

M 

- 

1 

1 

4 

1 

9 

10 

3 

3 

17 

12 

61 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

7 

1 

7 

5 

6 

11 

6 

14 

2 

56 

l 

This  gives  a  total  of  117  persons  registered  blind.  Seven 
men  and  eleven  women  died  during  1963  and  15  were  certified 
blind.  The  following  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  distribution 
of  those  certified:- 


0 

6 

11 

16 

21 

30 

40 

50 

60 

65 

70 

80 

85 

90 

i 

Sex 

5 

10 

15 

20 

29 

39 

49 

59 

64 

69 

79 

84 

89 

yrs. 

T  otal 

l  j 

i 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

plus 

M 

3 

3 

m 

1 

i 

1  7 

F 

- 

- 

- 

» 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

8 

t 

Residential  Care 

I  he  Corporation  does  not  run  residential  homes  for  the 
blind  but  uses  those  provided  by  voluntary  agencies  and  other 
local  authorities.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eight  blind 
in  homes  for  the  elderly  and  three  in  homes  for  the  blind. 


Employment 

At  the  end  of  1963,  the  following  were  employed  in  the  work¬ 
shops  of  the  City  of  Birmingham:- 

2  Fitters  and  Assemblers, 

1  Knitting  Machinist, 

2  Brush  Makers, 

1  Mat  Maker, 

1  Boot  and  Shoe  Repairer, 

1  Piano  T uner. 
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There  were  two  people  in  the  home  workers  schemes:- 

1  Basket  Maker, 

1  Salesman. 

and  eight  people  were  employed  under  ordinary  conditions:- 

1  Craft  instructor, 

1  Typist, 

1  Storekeeper, 

3  Machine  Too!  Operators, 

2  Labourers. 


Bi  ind  Persons  with  other  Disabilities 


Mentally 

Subnormal 

Phys  ically 
Defective 

Deaf 

without 

Speech 

Deaf 

with 

Speech 

Hard 

of 

Hearing 

Physical  ly 
Defective 
&  Hard  of 
Hearing 

T  ota  1 

Male 

1 

7 

1 

m 

7 

. 

16 

Female 

4 

2 

• 

1 

2 

_ 

1 

10 

Partially  Sighted 

The  total  number  of  Partially  Sighted  Persons  in  West 
Bromwich  is  26.  The  foi  lowing  table  shows  age  and  sex  distribution:- 


Sex 

0 

• 

1 

yrs. 

2 

4 

yrs . 

5 

• 

15 
yrs . 

16 

9 

20 

yrs. 

21 

• 

49 

yrs. 

50 

64 

yrs. 

65  years 
and 
over 

T  otal 

Maie 

• 

4 

2 

• 

1 

1 

8 

F  ema  le 

• 

- 

4 

- 

• 

1 

13 

—  18  , 
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General  Welfare 


There  was  little  change  in  the  service  during  1963.  The 
trainee  home  teacher  left  the  service  in  September  and  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year  the  service  operated  with  one  home  teacher. 


Visiting 

A  total  of  1,139  visits  was  made  to  blind  and  partially 
sighted  persons  in  their  own  homes  during  the  year. 


Teaching  in  the  Home 

There  is  a  reluctance  to  learn  Braille,  particularly  among 
the  elderly.  Lessons  were  given  to  three  people  in  their  own 
homes,  two  of  whom  did  well  but  the  third  found  it  too  difficult. 

Little  craft  teaching  was  done  in  the  home  as  the  majority 
of  people  interested  were  able  to  attend  the  Social  Centre. 


Training  and  Employment 

During  the  year  one  man  attended  a  course  of  industrial 
rehabilition  at  the  Royal  National  Institution  for  the  Blind  Centre 
at  Torquay.  Another  man  commenced  training  for  sheltered 
employment  in  the  workshops  of  the  Birmingham  Royal  Insti¬ 
tution  for  the  Blind  at  Harborne  but  could  not  adjust  himself  to 
the  conditions  and  after  a  short  time  terminated  his  training.  A 
further  man  was  found  a  job  as  a  machine  operator. 

It  is  difficult  to  place  trained  blind  persons  in  industry  and 
the  following  case  is  an  example.  A  man  of  36  was  registered 
blind  in  November,  1961.  He  commenced  a  course  of  industrial 
rehabilitation  at  the  Royal  National  Institution  for  the  Blind 
centre  at  Torquay,  and  was  subsequently  recommended  for  further 
training  at  the  Ministry  of  Labour  Centre  at  Letchworth  where 
he  did  very  well.  In  his  training  he  covered  assembly,  inspection, 
and  machine  operation  and  was  qualified  to  take  a  job  in  light 
industry.  Throughout  1963  the  Disabled  Resettlement  Officer, 
the  Blind  Persons  Resettlement  Officer  and  the  home  teachers 
tried  without  success  to  Hnd  the  man  a  job  and  although  he  had 
initially  accepted  his  blindness  as  a  challenge  and  overcome  it 
with  determination  he  became  dispirited.  Unfortunately  he  has 
since  become  ill  and  died. 

After  Care  Grants 

A  total  of  10  persons  was  provided  with  various  gifts  by  the 
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Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind  on  the  advice  of  the 
home  teacher. 

Holidays 

In  September  a  party  of  30  blind  persons/  24  guides  and 
2  members  of  staff  went  to  Paignton  for  a  week's  holiday  where 
they  stayed  in  four  guest  houses.  The  landladies  were  kind  as 
were  local  people  and  this  proved  to  be  a  happy  holiday. 

Guide  Dogs 

In  April  one  man  was  trained  to  receive  a  guide  dog  at  the 
Guide  Dog  Association  centre  Leamington. 

Talking  Books 

The  Nuffield  Talking  Book  Library  for  the  Blind  has  recently 
changed  its  system  for  distributing  machines  and  books  and  is 
now  using  specially  designed  tape  recorders  instead  of  record 
players.  As  a  result  talking  books  are  now  much  easier  to  obtain 
and  during  the  year  eight  local  blind  people  received  them. 

Wireless 

The  workshops  of  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the 
Blind  at  Harborne  repair  wireless  sets  belonging  to  the  blind. 

Social  Activities 

* 

< 

Weekly  socials  were  again  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  and 
attracted  an  average  attendance  of  16.  In  addition  a  monthly 
evening  social  was  held  and  provided  a  variety  of  entertainment. 
These  evenings  proved  popular  with  an  average  attendance  of 
26  blind  persons,  together  with  their  guides  and  friends.  Craft 
classes  were  held  on  Thursday  of  each  week  and  continued  to 
operate  most  successfully  with  an  average  attendance  of  23. 

Transport  was  provided  by  the  special  ’buses. 

In  June  a  party  of  39  blind,  36  guides  and  2  staff  were  taken 
on  a  coach  tour  to  Ragley  Hall  and  the  Cotswolds  and  had  tea 
at  Evesham  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority.  This  re¬ 
placed  the  Garden  Party  formerly  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
City  of  Birmingham.  This  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  everyone 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  become  an  annual  event. 

The  Christmas  Party  was  the  last  social  event  of  the  year 
for  the  blind  and  the  last  function  to  be  held  in  the  Trinity  Road 
Social  Centre  prior  to  its  replacement  by  the  new  purpose  built 
Social  Centre  in  Walsall  Street. 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB 


The  welfare  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  has  been  provided  as  in 
former  years  by  the  Church  Mission  to  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  Walsall, 
under  the  Missioner,  Mr.  C.  Griffiths. 


The  numbers 
were  as  fol  lows:- 

of  deaf  registered 

in  West  Bromwich 

in  1963 

Class  if  ication 

Men 

Women 

T  otal 

Deaf  without  speech 

14 

17 

31 

Deaf  with  speech 

12 

2 

14 

Hard  of  hearing 

6 

8 

14 

32 

27 

59 

The  weekly  social  club  held  at  Trinity  Road  Social  Centre 
has  continued  with  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  1 4.  It  is 
noped  that  with  the  opening  of  the  new  Social  Centre  the  atten¬ 
dance  will  increase.  During  the  year  the  usual  activities  were 
continued  and  included  football  matches,  cricket  matches,  a 
weeks  holiday  and  a  Christmas  party. 


PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  of  persons  registered  as 
physically  handicapped  in  West  Bromwich  was  811.  This  was  an 
increase  of  / 2  over  the  previous  year  The  exact  position  in 
relation  to  last  year  is  shown  in  the  following  tables:- 


Group 

Total  on 

31.12.62 

Additions  1963 

Trans,  from 

Group  *E' 

o 

0 

Deaths 

Moved  out 
of  area 

TRANSFERS 

T  otals 

Total  1963 

T rans.  to 
other  Groups 

i 

B 1  i  nd 

Menta  1 

Health 

Aged 

Other 

Remova  is 

Part  ill 

A 

129 

9 

6 

15 

5 

1 

• 

• 

1 

1 

8 

136 

B 

15 

- 

- 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

• 

• 

15 

C 

4 

-• 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

• 

• 

• 

4 

D 

437 

137  . 

31 

168 

51 

2 

- 

• 

• 

1 

9 

63 

542 

E 

154 

6 

m 

— 

6 

• 

• 

37 

- 

• 

- 

9 

- 

46 

114 

739 

152 

37 

189 

56  j 

— 

i 

3 

37 

- 

- 

1 

- 1 

9  : 

117 

811 
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In  1963  there  were  37  children  in  Group  ‘Ef  (now  over 
16  years  of  age) regrouped  to  'A*  and  'D* 

The  analysis  of  the  age  groups  is  as  follows:- 


j 

Chi  idren 

under  16 

— 

17  —  64  years 

r 

Over  65  years 

i 

T  otais 

Ma  ies 

65 

225 

103 

393 

Females 

49 

151 

218 

418 

i 

T  otais 

114 

376 

321 

811 

The  physically  handicapped  people  are  grouped  into  a 

total  of  five  groups. 

These  are  defined  as  follows:- 

Group  A  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  though 
possibly  needing  training  for  some  new  occupation  are 
capable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions. 

Group  B  Handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are 

incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions 
but  who  are  mobile  and  capable  of  work  in  sheltered 

workshops. 

Group  C  Handicapped  persons  {other  than  children)  who  are 

incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions 
and  who  are  insufficiently  mobile  for  work  in  sheltered 
workshops,  but  who  are  capable  of  work  at  home. 

Group  D  handicapped  persons  (other  than  children)  who  are 

incapable  of  work  or  not  available  for  work. 

Group  E  Handicapped  persons  who  are  school  children  under 

the  age  of  16  years  and  whose  needs  are  likely  to  be 
met  under  other  enactments,  but  for  whom  the  local 
authority  has  general  responsibility  under  Section  29 
of  the  Act. 

The  811  cases  known  to  the  Department  can  b  classified 

as  suffering  from  disabilities  as  shown  in  the  follc>.  mg  table:* 


83 


Disability 

COD¬ 

ING 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

TOTAL 

Amputati  ons 

A/E 

12 

• 

1 

26 

• 

39 

Arthritis  and 

Rheumatism 

F 

5 

1 

- 

134 

- 

140 

Congenito! 

Malformations  and 

Deformities 

G 

20 

• 

m 

16 

25 

61 

Diseases  of  the  digestive 
and  genito-urinary 
systems;  of  the  heart  or 
circulatory  system; 
of  the  respiratory 
system  (other  than 
tuberculosis) 

H/L 

32 

3 

1 

245 

43 

324 

Injuries  of  the  head, 
face,  neck,  thorax, 
abdomen,  pelvis  or 
trunk,  injuries  or 
diseases  (other 
than  tubercu los is) 
of  the  upper  and 
lower  limbs  and 
s  pi  ne. 

Q/T 

32 

1 

1 

51 

9 

94 

Organic  nervous 
diseases  —  epilepsy 
disseminated  sclerosis, 
polio,  hemiplegia, 
sciatica,  etc. 

V 

25 

9 

1 

45 

24 

104 

Neurosis,  psychosis  and 
mental  disorders  not 
included  in  organic 
nervous  diseases 

u/w 

2 

7 

• 

9 

T  uberculosi  s : 

Respiratory 

Non-respiratory 

X 

3 

7 

10 

Y 

4 

- 

- 

4 

7 

15 

Diseases  and  injuries 
not  specified  above 

z 

1 

1 

- 

7 

6 

15 

TOTALS 

136 

15 

4 

542 

114 

811 
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The  number  of  known  cases  of  epilepsy  in  the  Borough  was 
37  consisting  of  17  men,  11  women,  6  boys  and  3  girls. 

There  were  also  42  known  cases  of  Cerebral  Palsy  -  30 
adults  and  12  children  (6  boys  and  6  girls). 


Alterations  to  Property 

During  the  year  a  number  of  alterations  io  property  were 
carried  out  to  make  life  more  tolerable  for  severely  handicapped 
persons.  These  included  the  provision  of  6  concrete  bases  for 
garages  and  suitable  driveways. 


Wheelchairs  and  Motorised  Vehicles 

Six  applications  were  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Pensions  for 
wheelchairs  for  handicapped  persons  and  all  of  these  were 
successful.  Seven  applications  were  made  for  motorised  invalid 
vehicles  and  all  seven  patients  have  now  received  their  vehicles. 
There  were  3  cases  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  the  replacement 
of  vehicles  over  7  years  old  and  all  these  have  now  been  replaced. 


Car  Badges  for  Disabled  Persons 

1  wenty-f ive  car  badges  were  issued  by  the  Corporation  to 
severely  handicapped  persons.  These  badges  grant  no  specific 
rights  in  respect  of  parking,  but  the  local  police  are  helpful  and 
co-operative  to  the  handicapped. 


Holidays  1963 

1  he  Welfare  Committee  organised  a  week’s  holiday  for  the 
physically  handicapped  which  took  place  in  September  at  a  camp 
at  Prestatyn.  A  total  of  305  adults  and  12  children,  together  with 
14  staff  attended  and  the  numbers  were  made  up  as  follows: 


27  persons  from  Part  111  accommodation 
225  phys  ically  handicapped 
53  escorts 
12  children 
14  staff 


331 
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The  net  cost,  after  allowing  for  contributions  from  participants, 
was  £1,690. 

In  September  a  further  40  persons  spent  a  week’s  holiday 
at  Weston-Super-Mare  which  was  organised  by  the  West  Bromwich 
Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Physically  Handicapped. 


Social  Activities 

There  is  an  active  voluntary  association  -  The  West  Bromwich 
Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Physically  Handicapped  and 
also  a  club  for  the  physically  handicapped  organised  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  handicapped  persons  (The  Fellowship  of  the  New 
Horizons).  The  latter  is  assisted  by  the  Corporation  with  trans¬ 
port  and  the  use  of  the  Social  Centre  without  charge. 


Day  Centres 

During  the  year  three  day  centres  were  operated  by  the 
Corporation  for  homebound  elderly  people  and  they  were  held 
as  foi lows :- 


Average  Attendance  Number  on  Register 


1. 

Monday 

(at  Transport  Social  Club) 

19 

22 

2. 

Wednes 

day  (at  Transport  Social  Club) 

20 

25 

3. 

Friday 

(at  Friar  Park  Community  Centre) 

19 

25 

TOTALS 

58 

72 

The  Day  Centre  programme  covers  a  wide  field  and  includes 
knitting,  discussions,  musical  afternoons,  bingo,  whist  and 
beetle  drives,  auctions  and  film  shows.  Persons  attending  are 
called  for  at  10.00  a-m.  and  returned  home  about  5.00  p.m. 
A  mid-day  meal  is  provided  towards  which  they  pay  Is.  5d.  per 
meal. 

Twenty-four  day  and  half-day  outings  were  organised  and 
a  Christmas  party  was  given  to  all  Centres.  Those  attending  save 
and  raise  money  to  pay  for  the  whole  cost  of  such  outings. 

During  the  year  13  blankets  were  knitted  which  were  sent 
to  refugees. 

The  Centres  have  proved  to  be  very  successful  and  are 
wel  I  supported. 
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OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY  SERVICE 


Staff 


The  Centre  had  a  full  complement  of  staff  during  the  year 
1963  consisting  of  senior  craft  instructor,  occupational  therapist, 
three  craft  instructors,  one  clerk/storekeeper  and  one  part-time 
clerk. 


Clas  ses 

Classes  were  held  in  the  Community  Centre,  Gayton  Road, 
on  five  days  a  week.  There  were  9,845  attendances  during  the 
year  with  an  average  weekly  attendance  of  50  different  persons 
coming  to  the  Centre. 


Domiciliary  Work 

During  the  year  446  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
craft  instruction  or  advice  on  the  daily  domestic  activities  of 
handicapped  persons.  A  total  of  410  visits  were  made  to  the 
elderly  by  the  occupational  therapist. 


Special  Activities 

Outings  were  organised  for  handicapped  persons  attending 
the  centre  (the  cost  of  these  were  met  by  those  taking  part). 
Unfortunately  it  was  not  possible  to  include  several  patients 
in  spina  S  carriages . 

On  the  14th  May  two  coach  loads  of  handicapped  persons 
went  to  see  the  bulb  fields  around  Lincoln.  A  local  Darby  and 
Joan  Club  were  very  helpful  and  dinner  was  provided  in  a 
suitable  hall  without  steps  and  with  ground  floor  toilet  accom¬ 
modation.  On  4th  July  an  outing  was  arranged  to  Coventry 
Cathedral  where  the  Provost  arranged  for  a  team  of  guides  with, 
wheei  chairs  to  welcome  the  handicapped  people.  The  Cathedral 
was  closed  so  that  the  patients  could  move  freely  and  the 
Provost  gave  a  short  talk. 

Small  groups  also  joined  other  parties  to  visit  ‘Lunch 
Box’  and  Cadbury's. 

At  Christmas  the  physically  handicapped  raised  enough 
money  to  organise  a  party  for  twenty-four  children  in  the  care 
of  the  Local  Authority. 
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Meals  on  Wheels 


„„  lW?m,en’s  Voluntary  Service  continued  to  provide  ‘Meals 
■'heels  during  the  year  and  delivered  an  average  of  101 
meals  per  week, 

m  ijhe  Corpor<?tion  "1°de  a  grant  of  £412  to  the  service  and  the 
meals  were  purchased  from  the  Civic  Restaurant  at  2s.  2d.  each. 
I  he  cost  to  each  recipient  was  8d  until  September  the  1st  1963 
when  the  cost  of  a  meal  rose  to  2s.  6d.  and  the  minimum  cost 
or  a  meal  to  each  person  rose  to  ]0d. 


it  is  expected  that  the  service  will  increase  further  in 


1964. 


T  ransport 


During  1963  two  tail  lift  ’buses  were  in  service  and  the 
number  of  passengers  transported  by  these  was  as  follows:- 


To:-  Occupational  Therapy 

Blind  Club 

Day  Centres 

New  Horizons 
(Club  for  Rhys  ical  iy 

Handicapped) 

Circle  of  Friendship 
iClub  for  Mentally  III) 

"The  Crest”  Training  Centre  8,717 
Total  number  of  passengers  conveyed  20,327 


4,789 

1,595 

2,631 

1,782 

813 


The  approximate  total  mileage  for  the  year  was  28,307. 
Events  organised  by:- 


Welfare  Department 

New  Horizons  Club 

The  Crest'  Training  Centre 

Circle  of  Friendship 

Health  Department,  Clinics 

West  Bromwich  Association 
for  the  Physically  Handicapped 


accounted  for 

i » 


1 1 

1 1 

1 » 

1 1 


H 

1 1 

» 1 

♦  I 


15,759  miles 
1,954 
8,745 
983 
227 


ti 

II 

M 

M 


44 


» » 


The  tail  lift  ’buses  were  used  for  the  holiday  for  the  physically 
vee  k'  <was>  5*95  PreSta,yn  and  ,he  milea9*  *°r  this  particuj 
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The  Health  Committee  pay  the  proportion  of  the  costs 
involved  in  the  journeys  to  ‘The  Crest’  i  raining  Centre  and  the 
journeys  of  the  mentally  ill. 


Sons  of  Rest  Homes  -  1963 

There  are  eight  such  homes  in  the  Borough  whose  member¬ 
ship  is  open  to  any  man  over  the  age  of  65  who  is  not  in  full 
employment. 

Membership 


HOME 

NUMBER  ON 
REGISTER 

DAYS  OPEN 
PER  WEEK. 

- - - r 

WEEKLY  AVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE 

Dartmouth  Park 

84 

5 

235 

Friar  Park 

40 

4 

no 

Hamstead 

45 

4 

90 

Eli  Fletcher 

84 

6 

250 

Oak  wood  Park 

60 

5 

180 

Eliza  Corbett 

84 

6 

200 

Kendrick  Park 

18 

5 

40 

Farley  Park 

45 

6 

95 

r  ■ 

460 

41 

1,200 

There  was  a  further  increase  in  membership  during  the  year. 

Ail  of  the  Homes  were  again  active  during  the  year  and 
competed  for  trophies  in  Domino,  Snooker  and  Crib  Leagues. 

The  usual  outings,  Annual  Dinners,  Birthday  Parties,  Carol 
Services  and  the  annual  Get  Together  were  again  very  much 
enjoyed  and  appreciated. 
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PART  VI 


General  Hygiene 
Housing 

Air  and  Factory  Hygiene 
Food  Hygiene  and  Control 
Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR,  1963. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Staff  Vacancies 

The  public  health  inspector,  whom  many  people,  especially 
those  who  need  him  most  often  still  call  "the  sanitary  man”  is 
being  recruited  and  trained  in  diminishing  numbers  whilst  the 
duties  of  his  office  are  increasing,  Indeed,  new  legislation  on 
housing,  conditions  in  offices  and  shops,  clean  air  and  food 
standards  comes  faster  than  the  staff  to  carry  it  out.  The  worst 
shortages  are  in  the  industrial  towns,  in  the  places  where 
more  men  are  most  needed.  In  1963  changes  and  shortage  of 
staff  in  West  Bromwich  has  been  particularly  acute  and  this 
is  the  reason  for  the  reduction  of  over  2,600  in  the  total  number 
of  inspections  or  more  than  12%  compared  with  1962.  The 
complete  cessation  of.  food  quality  control  by  sampling  and 
analysis  was  necessary  in  the  final  quarter  of  the  year.  But 
for  the  appointment  of  two  additional  technical  assistants  to 
help  a  senior  district  inspector  with  some  of  the  routine  duties 
the  work  of  the  department  would  have  been  even  more  deficient 
and  inadequate.  It  is  unlikely  that  the  acute  shortages  in  the 
industrial  areas  will  decline  or  be  overcome  until  the  financial 
and  other  rewards  for  accepting  increased  responsibility,  loss 
of  amenity  and  the  stresses  and  strains  of  town  life  compared 
with  urban  and  rural  districts  is  not  only  attractive  but  irresistible. 

The  committee  has  not  been  slow  to  recognise  the  staffing 
difficulties  of  the  department  and  since  1955  there  have  been 
three  pupil  public  health  inspectors  which  is  the  maximum 
allowed  by  the  Examination  Board  in  relation  to  the  number  of 
qualified  inspectors  employed.  A  pupil  cleansing  officer  was 
appointed  in  I960  and  technical  assistants  for  meat  inspection, 
domestic  smoke  control,  factory  sanitation  and  general  work  in 
1961.  This  seems  a  practical  end  effective  way  of  dealing  with 
the  acute  shortage  of  experienced  inspectors  but  it  does  add  to 
the  responsibilities  of  those  in  senior  positions.  A  proportion  of 
nine  qualified  inspectors  to  eight  pupils  and  technical  assistants 
indicates  that  this  method  of  dealing  with  the  situation  has  been 
carried  to  the  limit. 
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Meat  Inspection 

The  Meat  inspection  Regulations  1963,  came  into  force  on 
1st  October,  and  for  the  first  time  placed  a  statutory  obligation 
on  all  IocgI  authorities  to  arrange  for  the  inspection  and  marking 
of  every  food  anima'  slaughtered  within  their  district.  At  the 
same  time  the  standard  of  inspection  was  raised  considerably. 

The  amount  of  slaughtering  in  the  district  continues  to 
increase  and  in  1963  was  more  than  double  the  amount  in  1959 
and  almost  quadruple  the  amount  in  1954  when  restrictions  on 
slaughtering  were  removed.  Fortunately,  the  animals  slaughtered 
are  mainly  young  and  healthy  which  makes  the  task  easier  though 
the  total  quantity  is  more  than  any  other  Midland  authority 
outside  the  City  of  Birmingham  and  far  more  than  the  needs  of 
the  town’s  population.  Nevertheless  inspection  must  be  thorough 
because  the  presence  of  a  West  Bromwich  stamp  on  every  carcase 
is  a  guarantee  of  fitness  for  food  and  on  which  the  purchaser, 
whether  be  buys  wholesale  or  retail,  must  be  able  to  rely. 
The  meat  trade  both  locally  and  nationally  is  paying  a  charge 
for  this  service. 

Slum  Clearance,  House  Improvement  and  Repair 

The  Housing  section  or  this  report  records  a  total  of  nearly 
5,000  houses  dealt  with  on  grounds  of  unfitness  since  1955 
and  3,306  of  these  have  been  demolished.  The  end  of  the  current 
programme  is  in  sight  with  about  1,000  houses  still  to  be  inspected 
and  recommendations  made. 

Though  the  prospect  is  attractive  there  remain  two  major 
tasks  —  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  many  other  houses  which 
have  been  neglected  by  owners  and  the  local  authority  alike 
—  and  the  improvement  of  about  two  thousand  other  houses 
which,  though  structurally  sound,  lack  the  amenities  which  are 
now  expected  in  every  house  —  hot  and  cold  water,  a  fixed 
bath  and  wash  basin,  a  water  closet  and  a  food  store.  This 
estimate  is  supported  by  statistics  published  in  the  Census  1961. 

The  legal  sanctions  necessary  for  significant  progress 
to  be  made  with  house  improvement  are  still  not  forthcoming 
from  Parliament  so  we  continue  with  the  laborious  and  ineffective 
process  of  persuasion.  However,  there  is  an  improved  response 
from  the  owners  of  tenanted  houses  but  a  total  of  92  houses 
improved  compared  with  71  in  1962  is  making  no  impression  on 
an  estimated  2,000  houses  which  need  improvement  and  could 
qualify  for  some  part  or  all  the  Grant  which  amounts  to  £155. 

A  house  acquired  by  the  corporation  and  then  provided  with 
the  five  standard  amenities;  hot  and  cold  water,  fixed  bath, 
wash  basin,  internal  water  closet  and  a  ventilated  food  store 
was  equipped  and  exhibited  from  November  1963  to  January 
1964.  The  project  was  well  received  and  enthusiastically  sup- 
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ported  by  the  West  Midlands  Gas  Board,  the  Midlands  Electricity 
Board,  the  Coal  Utilisation  Council  and  the  National  Coal 
Board.  An  illustration  appears  on  page  21. 

The  obsolescence  of  these  houses  is  not  readily  apparent 
to  anyone  except  the  occupier,  at  present,  but  as  progress  is 
made  with  the  demolition  of  our  oldest  and  poorest  houses  and 
the  provision  of  more  houses  equipped  with  amenities  now 
considered  indispensable,  any  houses  deficient  in  this  way 
are  liable  to  become  progressively  less  acceptable  and  ultimately 
the  major  part  of  a  further  slum  clearance  programme  from  1970 
onwards.  The  improvement  of  one  house  in  a  terrace  will  not 
extend  the  ‘‘life”  of  the  whole  row  so  if  a  number  of  adjoining 
houses  are  worth  improving  they  should  all  be  done,  preferably 
at  the  same  time.  This  would  reduce  the  cost  and  save  Sow- 
rented  housing  accommodation  from  demolition  but  compulsory 
powers  are  needed  to  achieve  this  very  desirable  objective. 

New  Land  from  Old  Waterways 

In  January  1956  the  committee  was  recommended  to  buy 
about  nine  acres  of  canal  and  adjoining  land  comprising  the 
Balls  Hill  Branch  extending  over  3/)u0  yards  in  length.  Prolonged 
negotiations  with  riparian  owners  having  drainage  rights  have 
been  completed,  the  water  drained  off  and  the  canal  has  been 
filled  with  spent  foundry  sand  for  the  disposal  of  which  the 
Council  has  an  obligation.  A  potential  source  of  danger  and 
nuisance  has  been  removed  and  in  some  cases  a  profitable 
extension  to  a  factory  site  has  become  possible.  The  photo¬ 
graphs  on  the  cover  of  this  report  give  some  indication  of  the 
other  improvements  to  the  amenities  of  the  district  affected 
which  will  gradually  accrue. 

The  reclamation  of  further  stretches  of  derelict  land  and 
water  should  be  undertaken  whenever  the  opportunity  presents 
itself. 

Mechanical  Handling  of  Refuse 

Although  the  number  of  houses  and  flats  provided  by  the 
corporation  to  meet  their  slum  clearance  commitments  is  dis¬ 
appointing  when  compared  with  last  year,  the  trend  to  multi¬ 
storied  building  is  beneficial  from  the  view-point  of  refuse  coll¬ 
ection.  In  the  past  six  years  the  proportion  of  new  houses  to 
flats  has  changed  from  nearly  four  to  one  in  favour  of  houses  to 
nearly  eight  to  one  in  favour  of  flats.  It  is  obvious  from  the 
building  programme  that  in  the  next  few  years  the  difference 
will  be  even  greater. 

The  removal  of  refuse  in  large  containers  from  the  base  of 
a  chute  requires  much  less  labour  and  far  less  effort  provided 
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it  is  properiy  designed,  than  the  collection  and  return  of  an 
equivalent  number  of  individual  small  bins. 

The  galvanised  bin  of  2V/  cubic  feet  capacity  has  been 
superseded  by  a  container  of  V/4  cubic  yards.  The  volume  of 
refuse  is  mounting  annually  but  it  is  most  noticeable  in  high 
flats  where  light  refuse,  free  from  ash  or  cinders,  becomes 
aerated  in  its  descent  down  the  chute  and  lies  lightly  and 
uncompressed  in  the  container.  In  this  case  there  is  no  housewife 
to  consolidate  the  accumulated  waste  as  the  bin  fills  so  it  is 
increasingly  important  that  containers  should  be  of  adequate 
capacity. 

It  seems  from  observations,  that  the  average  flat-dwelling 
household  requires  about  4  cubic  feet  of  storage  for  a  week’s 
refuse.  This  means  that  the  designers  must  arrange  to  fit  at  the 
bottom  of  the  refuse  chutes  larger  containers  which  can  be 
lifted  mechanically  and  carried  away  by  bulk  handling  equipment 
such  as  that  provided  by  the  Dempster  Dumpster  system  referred 
to  in  the  Cleansing  section  of  this  report.  Otherwise,  higher 
servicing  costs  arising  from  more  frequent  collections  will 
result.  In  scrutinising  tenders  for  blocks  of  fiats  the  Ministry’s 
officers,  in  their  efforts  to  contain  rising  capital  costs  tend  to 
overlook  or  ignore  the  cost  of  providing  services  such  as  refuse 
collection,  which  must  continue  throughout  the  life  of  the 
building,  it  is  obviously  more  economical  to  visit  once  weekly 
to  remove  one  8  cubic  yard  container  than  to  go  twice  weekly  for 
two  containers  of  V/4  cubic  yards  each,  especially  when  the 
former  method  requires  only  one  man  against  two  in  the  latter 
case.  This  presupposes  that  bulk  handling  equipment  is  avail¬ 
able  in  the  department  or  that  the  number  of  blocks  of  flats 
justify  purchase.  Alternatively,  since  a  growing  number  of 
haulage  contractors  are  using  this  system  it  may  be  worthwhile 
to  put  this  work  out  to  a  private  contractor  who  has  the  equipment. 

Clean  Air  Programme 

It  is  five  years  since  the  first  Smoke  Control  Area  in  West 
Bromwich  became  operative  and  it  is  very  encouraging  to  see 
the  succession  of  annual  reductions  in  the  amount  of  smoke 
recorded  in  the  daily  volumetric  apparatus  siruated  in  the  area, 
the  Table  on  p.34  records  a  reduction  of  almost  50%  compared 
with  the  last  year  before  smoke  control  was  introduced. 

Sulphur  dioxide  pollution,  on  the  other  hand,  showed  no 
change.  This  was  better  than  expected  though  some  thought  it 
would  increase  substantially. 

One  of  the  advantages  likely  to  come  from  the  more  liberal 
Grant  policy  which  will  begin  in  1964  will  be  the  extended  use 
of  gas  fires  and  heaters.  These  emit  no  sulphur  so  that  wherever 
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coal  is  replaced  by  gas  there  will  be  no  smoke  and  no  sulphur 
emission.  A  very  desirable  and  welcome  step  forward. 


‘‘Hornef  ire?f ,  anew  smokeless  fuel  from  the  National  Coal 
Board  has  made  its  appearance.  Though  the  quantity  available 
will  not  make  a  great  contribution  to  the  total  demand  it  i  s  a 
very  helpful  addition  to  the  range  of  approved  fuels,  it  seems 
likely  that  in  the  years  immediately  ahead  gas  and  oil  heaters 
will  supplant  coke  and  other  solid  fuels  as  the  basis  for  smoke 
control  areas,  particularly  in  rooms  used  intermittently. 

The  Beaver  Committee  looked  for  an  80%  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  smoke  in  the  air  within  10—15  years.  At  our  present 
rate  of  progress  domestic  smoke  will  not  be  completely  controlled 
in  West  Bromwich  until  about  1975-1980  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  industrial  concerns  in  the  town  are  making  a  very 
praiseworthy  effort  to  meet  their  obligations  particularly  in 
respect  of  the  control  of  grit  and  dust,  it  is  noteworth  y  that 
in  the  list  of  new  furnaces  installed  during  the  year,  forty-five 
out  of  sixty-one  were  designed  for  piped  or  wired  fuels  emitting 
neither  grit  nor  dust,  iron  foundry  cupolas  are  a  major  source 
of  this  and  more  progress  with  the  provision  of  wet  type  grit 
arresters  is  needed. 

Staff  Changes 


Mr.  K.C.  Davis 
Mr.  C.  Drake 

Mr.  D.G.  Hunt 
Mr.  G.A.  Lavender 


to  Hastings  B.C.  as  Sensor  Housing 
Inspector. 

to  Woking  U.D.C.  as  Public  Health 
Inspector 

to  Meriden  R.D.C.  as  Public  Health 
Inspector 

to  Wednesbury  B.C.as  Deputy  Chief 
Public  Health  inspector 


We  congratulate  them  all  on  their  advancement  and  welcome— 


Mr.  S.W.  Hogg  from  the  Borough  of  Stretford  as  Senior 

District  Public  Health  Inspector 
Mr.  D.P.L.  Chow  from  Hong  Kong  as  Technical  Assistant 

Mr.  F.  McHugh  from  Glasgow  as  Meat  Detention  Officer 

Mr.  W.  Owen  from  Scuth Staffs  Water  Board  as  Technical 

Ass  istant 

Mr.  Chow,  though  qualified  for  appointment  as  a  public  health 
inspector  in  Hong  Kong  is  seeking  experience  to  enable  him 
to  qualify  for  appointment  in  England  and  Wales. 

Examination  Successes 


Messrs,  Dorman,  Parish  and  Wedgbury,  pupil  public  health 
Inspectors,  have  passed  their  intermediate  Examination  of 
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the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Examination  Board  and  Mr.C. 
Burford,  pupil  Cleansing  Officer  has  obtained  the  Ordinary 
National  Certificate  in  Mechanical  Engineering  in  preparation 
for  the  Testamur  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Cleansing. 
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Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 


general  hygiene 


Description  of  the  Area 

West  Bromwich,  situated  in  the  West  Midlands  conurbation, 
lies  midway  between  Birmingham  and  Wolverhampton,  and  the 

hel‘  ri  '°M  Sr'lhe  t0LWnS',  TheCounty  Borough  of  Walsall 

lies  to  the  Worth  and  Smethwick  to  the  South.  West  Bromwich 

has  a  population  of  97,050  in  a  total  of  about  2,500,000  in  the 

10/M  aif  d  conurbatlon-  '  A  Penny  rate  produces  £16,350  for 

»  4  RQ,eoble  value  and  population  are  growing  rapidly  from 
year  to  year.  7 

Meteorology 

Climatological  Station,  Dartmouth  Park  -  543.3  feet  above 
sea  level. 


Totai  rain  fail 


1963 

23.43M 


Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell 


167 


Reading  or  self  registering  thermometers 
\fcken  at  9  a.m.  local  time) 


January 

February 

March 

Apri  I 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 


Max. 

Min. 

Total 

in  air 

in  air 

rainfall 

32.19 

23.25 

.82 

35.60 

25.32 

1.11 

49.90 

37.86 

2.78 

54.46 

40.66 

2.48 

59.45 

43.61 

1.99 

69.53 

50.46 

2.71 

66.61 

51.61 

1.47 

63.54 

50.93 

2.71 

62.16 

49.61 

1.76 

55.74 

46.16 

1.23 

49.30 

41.43 

3.92 

39.87 

31.77 

.45 

Days  on  which 
rain  fell 


7 

6 

11 

18 

16 

17 

14 

21 

14 

13 

24 

6 


23.43”  167 
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I  nspections 

The  total  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  vear  was 

19,311. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  them:  — 


Inspections  -  Housing  Acts  (Slum  Clearance,  etc) 

,,  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

(Housing  Repairs) 

,,  Public  Health  Act  (Caravans) 

//  Food  Premises  (including  Food  Inspection) 

and  Vehicles 

/,  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Acts  1949 

(Inspections  by  Public  Health  Inspector) 

/,  Theatres  and  Cinemas 

//  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1949 

(Chiropodists,  Hawkers  and  Hairdressers) 
n  Rent  Act  1957  ana  Improvement  Grants 

//  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  and 

Public  Conveniences 
Re-inspections  —  Housing 

Meat  and  Food  inspection  —  Visits  to  Slaughterhouses 
>ampi •  hg  Visits  —  Food  and  Drugs,  Ic©  Cream  and 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs 
,,  Water 

Air  Hygiene  and  Factories  -  Factories  Acts 

Nets*  Abatement  Act  investigations 
Smoke  Observations,  industrial  and 
general  surveys,  investigations  of 
industrial  and  domestic  nuisances, 
deposit  gauges  and  Smoke  Control 
Areas 

Food  Poisoning  and  special  Infectious  Disease  Investigations 


3,087 

3,271 

106 

695 

409 

9 

28 

133, 

252 

968 

4,773 

185 

74 

295 

73 


4,432 

521 

19,311 


The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  is  slightly  less 
than  for  1962  due  to  shortage  of  staff.  At  one  time  the  department 
was  four  qualified  inspectors  short  of  establishment,  and  since 
this  coincided  in  part  with  a  period  of  increased  slaughtering 
and  the  advent  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  little  work, 
other  than  maintaining  the  meat  inspection  service,  could  be 
carried  out. 

Complaints  Received 

8 66  complaints  were  received  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
were  investigated  and  appropriate  action  taken. 
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Notices  Served 

The  number  of  notices  served  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  1936  and  1961  during  the  year  was  510.  Of  this  number  242 
were  Informal  Notices  and  268  were  Statutory  Notices.  The 
total  number  of  houses  concerned  was  790, 

A  tabulated  comparison  with  notices  served  during  1962 


is  as  under:-* 

1962 

1963 

Informal  Notices 

362 

242 

Statutory  Notices 

269 

268 

Houses  in  connection  therewith 

877 

790 

During  the  year  155  notices  under  Section  26  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1961  were  served.  This  is  a  procedure  that  can  be 
followed  in  very  urgent  cases  where  unreasonable  delay  would 
be  imposed  by  action  under  the  nuisance  sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936.  It  has  the  advantage  of  allowing  the  Council 
to  complete  the  urgent  work  in  default  of  the  owner  without  the 
delay  that  would  be  imposed  by  an  application  to  court  for  a 
nuisance  order. 

Since  most  of  the  complaints  regarding  defects  in  houses 
are  only  made  to  the  department  after  the  tenants  have  failed 
to  secure  action  from  the  owners  the  matter  is  often  then  of  an 
urgent  nature  and  this  Section  is  proving  most  valuable.  This 
also  has  the  effect  of  reducing  the  occasions  that  resort  must 
be  made  to  the  Courts,  although  one  case  was  taken  under  the 
nuisance  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  This  related  to 
the  dampness  in  a  building  caused  by  defective  external  pointing, 
and  was  not  of  such  an  urgent  nature  that  Section  26  could  be 
used. 

Caravans 

i 

The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960. 

There  are  two  licenced  residential  caravan  sites  in  the 
Borough  —  one  privately  owned  accommodating  eight  caravans, 
and  the  other  owned  by  the  Council  and  accommodating  22 
caravans.  In  addition,  individual  caravans  are  licenced  for 
limited  periods  when  needed  for  temporary  occupation.  The  Act 
does  nothing  to  "assist  us  with  the  problem  of  the  caravans 
operated  by  a  certain  class  of  mobile  scrap  metai  merchants,  and 
indeed,  these  people  park  anywhere  and  regard  a  fine  in  the 
nature  of  rent  for  the  land.  Our  procedure  has  been  to  remove 
them  forcibly  from  the  site  and  the  transport  department  have  a 
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vehicle  fitted  with  different  towing  attachments  for  this  purpose. 
Where  possible  steps  are  taken  to  obstruct  the  access  to  the 
site  and  with  the  redevelopment  of  the  town  the  number  of  possible 
sites  has  become  limited.  Even  so  where  action  is  necessary; 
the  cost  to  the  Council  is  considerable  as  it  necessitates  as 
much  as  half  a  day  for  an  inspector,  vehicle,  driver  and  mate, 
and  police. 

Improvements  Effected  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 

As  a  result  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  under 
the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  239  houses  were  repaired 
during  the  year.  In  addition  defects  were  remedied  in  a  further 
492  houses  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Theatres  and  Cinemas 

There  are  only  five  cinemas  in  the  borough,  all  of  which 
are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

Destruction  of  Rats  and  Mice 

Summary  of  Inspections  and  Treatments  carried  out  in  1963. 


Loca  1 
Auth¬ 
ority 

Dwe  1  ling 
Houses 
including 
Council 

houses 

All  other 
inc lud ing 

bus iness 
premises 

Agri¬ 
cult¬ 
ure  i 

T  ota  1 
of  cols. 

1,2,3,& 

4 

Number  of  properties  in 

Local  Authority's  district 

61 

27,729 

4,876 

4 

32,666 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of 
(a)  notification 

17 

376 

25 

418 

(b)  survey  under  the  Act 

• 

• 

m 

(c)  otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

m 

m 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  including  re¬ 
inspections 

33 

961 

70 

m 

1,064 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested  by 
(a)  Rats 

6 

334 

21 

m 

361 

(b)  Mice 

11 

42 

4 

- 

57 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
the  local  outhority 

17 

376 

_ 

25 

• 

418 
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Rodent  Control 

Responsibility  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  mice  is  placed 
upon  the  occupiers  or  owners  of  land  by  the  Prevention  of 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  In  West  Bromwich,  a  pest  control 
service  is  provided  for  which  no  charge  is  made  to  domestic 
premises.  Industrial  premises  are  charged  on  a  time  and  material 
basis. 

All  treatment  is  carried  out  using  Warfarin  and  a  letter  is 
left  when  treatment  is  commenced  informing  the  householders  of 
this  fact  so  that  the  local  doctors  and  veterinary  practitioners 
are  fully  informed  in  case  of  accidents. 

Defective  drainage  systems  are  the  cause  of  many  of  the 
infestations  and  often  require  further  work  by  the  public  health 
inspectors.  The  treatment  of  rats  in  the  sewers  is  an  essential 
part  of  the  campaign  but  during  the  year  under  review  it  was  not 
possible  to  suspend  surface  treatment  to  allow  this  preventive 
work  to  be  carried  out. 

Disinfestation 

28  premises  —  including  private  houses,  school  and  factory 
canteens  were  successfully  disinfested  using  D.D.T.,  B.H.C. 
and  Dieidrin. 

We  are  quite  often  being  consulted  with  regard  to  the  ex¬ 
termination  of  insects  -  including  garden  pests.  1963  produced 
a  number  of  complaints  of  wasps  nests  and  whilst  we  do  not 
provide  a  general  service  to  eradicate  these  pests  we  try  to 
assist  where  the  complainant  is  unable  by  infirmity  or  otherwise 
to  follow  our  advice.  Where  the  nest  is  in  a  safe  position, 
hydrogen  cyanide  is  used,  but  if  near  a  building  we  find  that  one 
of  the  smoke  generators  proves  effective.  We  do  also  make  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public  supplies  of  50%  D.D.T.  powder  together  with 
written  instructions  on  its  use. 

Ants  and  woodworm  continue  to  be  a  problem  in  some  houses, 
and  bed-bugs,  which  previously  seemed  to  be  on  the  decline,  are 
again  giving  many  complaints. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  and  Pharmacy  and  Medicines 
Act,  1941 

The  sale  of  poisonous  substances  is  controlled  by  the 
Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933,  and  the  Poison  List, 1960, 
and  toxic  substances  are  placed  either  in  part  I  of  the  poisons 
list  or  part  I!  of  the  list.  Under  part  I  are  those  poisons  used, 
in  the  main,  in  compounding  of  medicines  and  control  is  effected 
by  the  fact  that  they  can  only  be  sold  by  a  registered  pharmacist. 
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!n  part  II  of  the  list  are  included  those  poisonous  substances 
which  are  in  common  use  for  purposes  other  than  the  treatment 
of  human  ailments  and  which  it  is  deemed  necessary  for  the 
public  to  have  easy  and  adequate  purchasing  facilities.  Such 
substances  are  ammonia,  arsenical  substances  in  the  form  of 
agricultural  and  horticultural  insecticides  or  fungicides  ,  acids, 
rat  poisons,  certain  disinfectants  and  hair  dyes,  caustic  soda 
and  caustic  potash.  When  these  articles  under  part  II  are  sold 
by  a  person  who  is  not  a  registered  pharmacist  he  must  have 
his  name  entered  upon  the  list  of  sellers  of  part  II  poisons 
kept  by  the  Council.  55  persons  are  so  registered  with  the 
Council  for  this  purpose.  Registration  is  renewable  yearly  and  a 
fee  of  5/-  is  charged. 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

One  manufacturer  of  rag  flock  is  licensed  by  the  Corporation, 
and  ten  premises  are  registered  under  the  Act.  The  object  of 
the  Act  is  to  ensure  that  rag  flock  and  other  filling  materials 
used  in  the  manufacture  of  bedding,  toys,  and  articles  of  uphol¬ 
stery,  are  clean  and  fit  for  the  purpose.  Much  of  this  material  is 
imported,  and  whilst  some  is  clean  and  ready  for  use  a  large 
proportion  requires  de-dusting  and  washing. 

Premises  where  filling  materials  are  manufactured  or  stored 
for  distribution  must  be  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority,  whilst 
premises  requiring  to  be  registered  are  those  which  are  us  ed  in 
manufacturing  bedding,  upholstered  furniture,  cushions  and  toys. 

Hairdres sers  and  Barbers 

In  West  Bromwich  hairdressers  and  barbers  have  had  to  be 
registered  with  the  local  authority  since  the  passing  of  the 
West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1949.  This  enables  all  such 
establishments  to  be  inspected  before  commencing  business  and 
is  a  material  factor  in  raising  the  standards  of  hygiene  although 
registration  cannot  be  refused  and  can  only  be  removed  by  the 
court.  Byelaws  are  also  in  force  requiring  hygienic  practices. 
Although  there  are  97  such  premises  registered  in  the  Borough 
the  continued  shortage  of  inspectors  prevents  routine  supervision, 
but  such  information  as  we  have  suggests  that  systematic  inspec¬ 
tion  and  control  is  needed. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  no  person  may  keep  a  pet 
shop  unless  he-  and  the  premises  are  licensed  by  the  Local 
Authority.  The  licence  is  renewable  each  year  and  among  the 
factors  to  be  considered  in  granting  a  licence  in  any  particular 
case  are  the  suitability  of  the  accommodation,  the  arrangements 
for  feeding  the  animals,  the  precautions  to  be  taken  against  the 
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spread  of  infection  and  the  adequancy  of  precautions  cgainst 
fire  and  other  emergencies.  This  necessitates  visits  by  the 
inspectorial  staff  in  conjunction  with  the  Fire  Officer.  Not  all 
premises  that  sell  animals  are  required  to  be  registered  as 
there  is  an  exemption  in  the  case  of  day-old  chicks  and  those 
premises  used  foK  the  breeding  of  pedigree  animais.  There  are 
at  present  8  licences  in  force  within  the  borough. 

Water  Supplies 

Water  Sampling 

47  water  samples  were  taken  in  the  course  of  the  year,  7 
for  chemical  analysis,  and  40  for  bacteriological  examination. 

The  principal  sources  of  drinking  water  in  the  Borough  are 
from  the  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  and  the  South 
Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company.  There  are  also  two  houses 
supplied  by  a  shallow  well,  two  houses  by  a  piped  main  spring, 
and  one  house  by  a  shallow  spring. 


Swimming  pools  number  5  and  are;- 

Ceritral  Gala  Baths  —  Artesian  Well  with  full  purification  system 

Harvills  Hawthorn  School  —  South  Staffs.  Water  with  full  purification  system 

Gorse  Farm  School  —  Birmingham  Water  with  full  purification  system 

Ha  I  lam  Hospital  —  South  Staffs.  Water,  used  on  empty-fill  system  with  chem¬ 
icals  added  by  hand. 

She  nstone  Lodge  —  South  Staffs.  Water,  used  on  empty-fill  system  with  chem- 

(Residential  School)  icals  added  by  hand. 

Samples  were  olso  taken  from  the  Childrens  Paddling  Pool 
at  Dartmouth  Park  and  the  drinking  water  at  the  Plas  Gwynant 
Adventure  School  in  Snowdonia, 

The  paddling  pool  is  by  its  nature  likely  to  be  contaminated. 

It  is  fed  in  part  by  a  natural  spring  and  is  chlorinated  by  a 
drip-feed  mechanism.  This  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  and 
arrangements  are  in  hand  to  replace  it  witF  a  new  pool  with  a 
recirculating  system. 

Plas  Gwynant  Adventure  School  is  away  from  any  source 
of  mains  water  and  is  supplied  by  a  natural  spring  leading  to  a 
collecting  tank  which  is  chlorinated. 

All  the  samples  from  the  swimming  pools  we.e  satisfactory. 
The  paddling  pool  at  Dartmouth  Park  produced  a  maximum  Bact. 
Coli  Type  I  content  of  240  per  100  m.l.  in  May,  but  the  other 
results  were  below  40  with  two  results  of  nil  in  July  and  August. 
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The  bacteriological  samples  of  drinking  water  from  mains 
supplies  were  satisfactory.  The  well  supplies  were  also  generally 
satisfactory.  On  two  occasions  the  fluorine  content  of  the  water 
from  a  shallow  well  and  from  a  main  spring  were  measured  and 
were  0.29  p.p.m.  and  0.24  p.p.m.  respectively. 

Results  of  the  drinking  water  samples  are  given  in  the 
fol lowing  tabies:- 
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Bacteriological  Analysis 


! 

Probable  numbers  per  100m.!. 

i 

Source 

Sample  No. 

Col  if  orm 
Bacilli 

Bact.  Col i. 

T  ype  1 

i  ota  I  Count  ' 
per  m.  i . 

- 1 

South  Stafford* 
shire  Waterworks 

— 

4 

nil 

n  i  i 

I 

1 

12 

27 

nil 

ni  1 

3 

30 

n  i  1 

nil 

2 

33 

n  i  i 

nil 

2 

— - - - 

Birmingham 

8 

Water  Department 

5 

nil 

We  1  Is  and  Springs 

8 

nil 

240 

14 

9 

9 

nil 

6 

11 

ni  1 

96 

2 

13 

n  i  1 

nil 

0 

14 

ni  1 

ni  1 

0 

20 

nil 

nil 

8 

43 

n  i  I 

nil 

8 

In  the  Borough  27,729  houses  are  supplied  with  a  public 
water  main  direct  to  the  houses  and  only  1,270  share  taps  or 
standpipes.  All  of  the  houses  sharing  water  supplies  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Sewage  disposal  is  by  main  drainage  to  the  Ray  Hall  Sewage 
Works.  There  are  33  premises  in  the  Borough  using  cesspools 
because  they  are  distant  from  a  main  sewer  or  at  an  unsuitable 
level. 
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HOUSING 


NewHousing  Accommodation 

The  number  and  types  of  houses  and  flats  built  by  the 
local  authority  in  1963  is  as  tonows.- 


3  bedroomed  houses 

1  bedroomed  flats 

2  bedroomed  flats 

3  bedroomed  maisonettes 


45 

111 

217 

9 


382 


The  number  of  houses  erected  by 
private  enterprise’.— 

3  bedroomed  houses 

4  bedroomed  houses 

2  bedroomed  houses 

3  bedroomed  flats 


439 

8 

1 

37 

485 

Total  867 


Housing  Acts,  1936—1957  —  Parts  i\  opu  s«i 

Slum  Clearance 

In  continuation  of  the  programme  begun  in  1955,  38  Clear- 
ance  Areas  involving  671  houses  have  been  reported  to  the 
Council.  30  Demolition  Orders  and  6  Closing  Orders  have  been 
made  and  568  houses  demolished. 

During  the  year  public  local  inquiries  were  held  in  respect 
of  18  areas  comprising  502  houses.  Objections  were  made  on  the 
grounds  that  44  of  these  houses  were  not  unfit.  12  Orders 
involving  677  houses  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  with 
little  or  no  modification. 

Including  the  figures  for  1963,  a  total  of  164  areas  hove 
been  reported  to  Council  since  1955.  These  involved  4,184 
houses  which  were  dealt  with  by  way  of  78  Compulsory  Purchase 
Orders  and  23  Clearance  Orders.  During  the  same  period  6/4 
Demolition  Orders  and  110  Closing  Orders  were  made  bringing 
the  total  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with  to  4,965.  The  majority  or 
houses  subject  of  Closing  Orders  have  since  been  included 
in  Clearance  Areas. 
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i  he  average  number  of  houses  in  each  area  is  declining  as 
we  have  now  reached  the  stage  where  the  remaining  houses  to 
be  dealt  with  are  in  small  detached  groups.  The  maps  and  formal 
procedures  are  the  same  for  few  or  many  houses,  consequently, 
the  administrative  work  is  now  a  greater  proportion  of  that 
required  to  bring  a  proposed  area  to  confirmation  by  the  Minister. 

TABLE  I 


Summary  of  Action  taken  during  year  1963 


C  learance 

T  ype  oi 

Date 

Date  of 

No. of 

No.  of 

Progress  to  end 

Area 

Order 

repres- 

Confirm® 

houses 

persons 

of  1963 

ented 

ation 

to  be 

No. of 

No.  of 

dis- 

houses 

persons 

placed 

demo- 

rehoused 

iished 

by  Cor¬ 
poration 

Great  Bridge  St.  No.l 

Part 

C.P.O. 

Part 

C.O. 

9.1.63 

31.12.63 

38 

103 

4 

7 

Great  Bridge  St.  No. 2 

C.P.O. 

9.1.63 

31.12.63 

5 

18 

or 

» 

E  Iwe  1 1  St.  Nos.l  &  2 

C.O. 

9.1.63 

14.  S.  63 

8 

26 

• 

* 

E  Iwe  1 1  St.  N  o.  3 

Part 

C.P.O. 

Part 

C.O. 

9.1.63 

14.  S.  63 

18 

46 

© 

a 

William  St.  No.  1 . 

C.O. 

9.1.63 

2.  9.63 

2 

10 

Trinity  R oad  No.  1 

C.O. 

6.2.63 

14.  8.63 

20 

51 

m 

15 

Charles  St.  No.  1 

Part 

C.P.O. 

Part 

C.O. 

3.4.63 

16.  1.64 

50 

144 

s 

10 

Charles  St.  No.  2. 

C.O. 

3.4.63 

16.  1.64 

3 

5 

• 

Charles  St.  No.  3 

C.O. 

3.4.63 

16.  1.64 

22 

57 

• 

• 

Price  St.  No.l. 

C.P.O. 

3.4.63 

Awaiting 

24 

59 

w 

2 

confirm- 

ation 

Temple  St.  Nos.l  &  2) 
Tantany  Lane  No.l  ) 

C.P.O. 

24.3.63 

-do- 

72 

21 

206 

59 

- 

7 

• 

Ryders  Green  Rd.No.l 

Part 

C.P.O. 

Part 

C.O. 

5.6.63 

-do- 

19 

43 

•» 

|  Whitehall  Rd.  Nos.  3, 
4,  5,  6  &  7 

Greets  Green  Rd.Nos. 

C.P.O. 

5.6.63 

-do- 

69 

204 

m 

a* 

2,  3  &  4 

C.P.O. 

5.6.63 

-do- 

19 

65 

» 

a 

Briekhouse  Lane  No.l 
Great  Bridge  St.  Nos. 

C.O. 

5.6.63 

-do- 

7 

27 

- 

3  and  4 

C.P.O. 

3.7.63 

-do- 

12 

19 

m 

m 

Great  Bridge  St.  No. 5 

C.O. 

3.7.63 

-do- 

8 

26 

* 

m 

109 


1  Fisher  St,  end  Slater) 

A  wa  it- 

— 

St.  No.  1. 

) 

ing 

123 

382 

» 

Sheepwesh  Lane 

) 

C.P.O. 

4.9.63 

eonf  ir- 

' 

No.  3 

) 

met  ion 

20 

54 

• 

j 

Oldbury  Rd.  No. 4 

C.P.O. 

9.10  63 

-do- 

34 

91 

* 

* 

Oldbury  Rd.  No. 5 

C.O. 

9.10.63 

-do- 

2 

15 

- 

©Idbury  Rd.Nos.6 

&  7 

C.P.O. 

9.10.63 

-do- 

11 

33 

- 

B  i  ihay  Lane  No.  1 

C.P.O. 

6  J  1.63 

-do* 

12 

33 

* 

Gold  Green  No.l 

Part 

C.P.O. 

Part 

1 

C.O. 

4.12.63 

-do- 

30 

87 

e 

a 

’  Golds  GreenNc.2 

C.P.O. 

4.12.63 

~d  o- 

6 

20 

a 

• 

Golds  Mil!  No.l 

I 

C.P.O. 

4.12.63 

-d  o» 

11 

32 

- 

- 

table  n 

(Individual  Unfit  Houses) 

1963 


• 

Houses 
demo!  Ished 

— 

Demolition 
Orders  made 

C ios ing 
Orders  rrade 

Undertakings  given  under 
Section  I!  of  the  Housing 
Act, 1936, and  Section  16 
of  the  Housing  Act,  1957 

1  - 

31 

30 

6 

« 

TABLE  IN 

Demolition  of  Houses 

The  total  number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  was 
as  under:  — 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  537 

Houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  31 

568 


Rent  Act,  1957 

Only  two  applications  were  made  for  certificates  of  disrepair. 
Improvement  Grants 

1  he  technical  and  administrative  work  in  connection  with 
the  making  of  improvement  grants  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough 


no 


Surveyor  and  Town  Clerk  and  the  following  information 
supplied  by  them. 

Grants  made:  — 


was 


Owner  occupier  —Standard  Grant  66 

-Discretionary  Grant  12 

Tenanted  houses  —Standard  Grant  13 

-Discretionary  Grant  1 
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This  department  is  consulted  as  to  the  probable  'life'  of  a 
property  which  it  is  proposed  to  improve. 

Housing  Act,  1961 

Common  Lodging  Houses  and  Houses  in  Multipie  Occupation 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  town. 

The  250  or  more  houses  in  multiple  occupation  are  pre¬ 
dominantly  occupied  by  families  from  the  Caribbean  Islands, 
India  and  Pakistan. 

During  the  year  788  visits  were  made  to  these  houses, 
many  after  normal  working  hours  when  the  services  of  an  inter¬ 
preter  were  very  usefully  employed. 

Thirty-one  Directions  were  made  fixing  the  maximum 
permitted  number  of  occupants,  and  notices  to  secure  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  amenities  and  to  improve  cleanliness  were  served 
under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  make  any  Management  Orders, 
the  few  houses  found  to  qualify  for  such  Orders  having  been  dealt 
with  by  Slum  Clearance. 

/ 
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AIR  AND  FACTORY  HYGIENE 


Abatement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 
Legi  station 

New  legislation  issued  during  the  year  on  the  subject  of 
air  pollution  control  comprised  two  Statutory  Instruments,  the 
Alkali  Works  Order  (S.l.  493)  and  the  Smoke  Control  Areas 
(Authorised  Fuels)  Regulations  (S.l.  1275).  The  former  extended 
the  list  of  scheduled  works  where  the  responsibility  for  en¬ 
forcing  the  Clean  Air  Act  relating  to  smoke,  grit  and  dust 
emission  is  within  H.M.  Alkali  Inspectorate.  The  additions 
affecting  the  Borough  concerned  the  manufacture  of  formaldehyde 
and  metal  recovery  works,  Le.  the  recovery  of  metal  from  scrap 
cable  by  burning  off  the  insulation.  The  latter,  declared  that 
the  fluidised  char  binderless  briquettes  manufactured  by  the 
National  Coal  Board  {  Homefire  ’)  be  an  authorised  fuel  for 
the  purposes  of  the  Clean  Air  Act. 

Industrial  Smoke  and  Nuisances 

Whilst  there  has  been  some  significant  improvement  in 
industrial  smoke  emission  from  boiler  plant  during  the  year,  it 
is  evident  that  a  considerable  increase  in  the  routine  control 
cf  emission  is  required  to  prevent  complacency  amongst  oper¬ 
ators  and  some  managements.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  new 
furnaces  installed,  the  trend  towards  semi-automatic  and  aut¬ 
omatic  control  or  steam  raising  plant  continues..  This  is  to  be 
encouraged  of  course  in  view  of  the  untrained  labour  force  so 

often  employed  in  the  raising  of  steam  for  heating  and  process 
work. 


The  grit  and  dust  problem  is  still  very  much  with  us, 
but  considerable  improvement  in  the  control  of  cold  blast  cupola 
emissions  is  expected  during  the  next  twelve  months.  A  great 
deal  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  emission  of  various 
fumes  and  vapours  into  the  atmosphere,  and  whilst  it  is  not 
always  a  practicable  proposition  to  treat  these  at  source,  im¬ 
provement  can  De  obtained  by  means  of  higher  chimneys. 

Chimney  Heights 

section  10  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  gives  local  authorities 
control  over  the  height  of  new  chimneys  for  factories  where 
plans  are  submitted  under  the  Building  Byelaws.  It  is  unfortunate 
mat  shops,  offices  and  muiti-storey  flats  are  exempted  from  this 
Provision.  Representations  should  be  made  to  obtain  amendment 
o,  :i  ~  section.  !  he  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
issued  during  tne  year  the  long  awaited  Memorandum  on  Chimney 
Heights,  giving  guidance  on  the  subject,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
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that  it  is  a  valuable  aid  to  uniformity  of  action,  but  it  is  stressed 
that  calculations  should  be  modified  as  necessary  in  the  light 
of  particular  circumstances,and  of  the  definition  of  practicable” 
in  Section  34  of  the  Act. 

The  following  table  sets  out  some  of  the  nuisances  in- 
vestigated:- 


Premises 

Offence/Nuisance 

Action  taken 

Furniture  Manufacturers 

Smoke  and  Grit  nuisance 

Plant  being  replaced. 

Scrap  Yard  (2) 

Smoke  nuisance 

Occupiers  warned 

Council  Flats 

Nuisance  from 
inc inerator 

Occupiers  advised 
on  use 

Light  Engineering  Works 

Nuisance  from 
ce  1  lulose  sme  1 1 

Practice  ceased 

Drum  reconditioning 
works 

Foul  smell 

Practice  ceased. 

Drums  pre-rinsed 
prior  to  receipt 

Iron  Foundry 

Dust  and 

fume  nuisance 

Occupiers  advised 
re  maintenance 
of  plant 

Shops  (4) 

Smoke  nuisance 
from  burning  of 
refuse 

Practice  ceased 

Iron  Foundries  (2) 

Grit  nuisance 

Occupiers  advised 
to  fit  wet  type 
arresters  to 
cupolas 

Iron  Foundry  (1) 

Corrosive  spray 
from  cupolas 

Occupiers  advised 
re  adjustment  of 
water  sprays 

Plastics  Manufacturers 

Sand  nuisance 

Occupiers  advised 
re  steps  to  abate 
nuisance 

Chemical  Works 

Offensive  smell 

Occupier  to  improve 
sampling  technique 

Grit  and  Dust  from  Cupolas 


Iron  Foundry  Cupolas  —  (All  Cold  Blast  type). 

Position  at  end  of 

1963 


Total  number  of  cupolas  is  use  52 

Number  where  arresters  not  yet  fitted  10 

Number  where  dry  arresters  fitted  21 

Number  where  wet  arresters  fitted  21 
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New  Furnaces 

Notifications  of  intentions  to  install  new  furnaces  and 
applications  for  prior  approval  during  1963  numbered  38  covering 
55  furnaces,  and  are  tabulated  as  foiiows:- 


Notif ications  Prior  Approval 


Coal 

Coke 

E  iectricity 

Gas 

Oil 

Woodwaste 


NIL 

1  0) 

4  (6) 

NIL 

3  (3) 

NIL 

2  (2) 

NIL 

25  (40) 

2  (2) 

NIL 

1  (1) 

The  number  of  furnaces  is  given  in  brackets.  The  appli¬ 
cation  in  respect  of  woodwaste  was  refused. 

Domestic  Smoke  Control 


The  Councils  policy  towards  complete  smoke  control  in 
the  Borough  has  continued  during  the  year,  three  further  Orders 
(Nos.  8,  11,  and  5A)  became  operative,  in  July,  September 
and  October  respectively.  Whilst  the  target  year  was  1980  hopes 
were  expressed  by  the  Ministry  that  programmes  would  be 
brought  forward  some  five  or  six  years,  but  the  recent  White 
Paper  on  Domestic  Fuel  Policy  and  Smoke  Control  Areas,  would 
appear  to  have  placed  a  brake  on  these  hopes. 


It  is  evident  from  surveys  made  in  West  Bromwich  that 
up  to  30%  of  householders  in  Smoke  Control  Areas  are  choosing 
to  install  gas  or  electric  heating,  and  it  is  likely  that  this 
percentage  will  increase  rapidly  having  regard  to  the  change 
that  has  overtaken  households  in  recent  years  where  the  home 
is  used  mainly  during  the  evenings  and  at  week  ends. 

However,  more  people  are  considering  the  installation  of 
efficient  solid  fuel  appliances,  for  normal  use  and  for  partial 
central  heating  and  no  doubt  the  efforts  of  the  coal  industry 
have  done  much  to  open  this  field. 


Many  occupiers  will  welcome  the  White  Paper  which,  in 
effect,  gives  them  a  greater  choice  of  solid  smokeless  fuels, 
encourages  the  installation  of  more  efficient  appliances  leading 
to  the  economic  use  of  available  fuels,  whilst  still  givina  them 
the  choice  between  solid  fuel,  gas,  electricity  and  oil.  The 
financial  effect  of  course  will  be  to  increase  the  cost  per  house 
to  be  met  by  the  householder,  local  authority  and  Exchequer. 
The  need  for  extra  capital  may  retard  progress  at  the  outset 
but  Smoke  Control  will  be  placed  on  a  much  firmer  base  and 
probably  the  need  to  ,<pohceM  operative  Areas  will  disappear. 
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More  generous  grants  for  gas  fires  and  oil  heaters  is  more  in 
tune  with  present  trends  in  house  warming  and  the  Clean  Air 
programme  will  benefit  for  being  less  dependent  on  coke. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  progress  made  in  Smoke 
Control  as  at  31st  December,  1 963:  — 


Area 

Acreage 

Description 

Properties 

j 

Position  at 

Dwellings 

Other 

31.12.63 

1 

25 

Town  Centre 

191 

58 

(0)  1.11.58 

2 

37 

New  L.A.  Estate' 

325 

4 

(0)  1.10.59 

3 

8 

New  Private  Estate 

56 

» 

(0)  1.10.59 

4 

14 

New  and  existing 
Private  Estates 

85 

1 

(0)  1.11.59 

5 

37 

T own  Centre 

Extens  ion 

253 

74 

(0)  1.7.61 

5a 

Dwellings  previously 
exempted 

3 

(0)  1.10.63 

6 

50 

T own  Centre 

Extens  ion 

647 

30 

(0)  1.7.61 

7 

90 

New  Private  and 
Existing  mixed 
estate  s 

562 

4 

,(0}  1.7.62 

8 

126 

T own  Centre 

Extens  ton 

1625 

49 

(0)  1.7.63 

9 

5 

New  L.A.  Estate 

54 

1 

(0)  1.7.62 

10 

860 

Mainly  Residential 

(P) 

2246 

51 

(C)(0)  1.7.64 

1 1 

40 

Redevelopment 

A  rea 

43 

11 

(0)  1.9.63 

12 

83 

New  L.A. Estate 

916 

• 

(S) (0)  1 .8.64 

13 

57 

New  Private  Estate 

372 

m> 

(S)(0)  1.8.64 

1432 

7478 

283 

(P)  denotes  Programmed  Area 
(C)  denotes  Confirmed 
(0)  denotes  Operative 

(S)  denotes  submitted  to  Ministry  for  confirmation 
Clean  Air  Council 

One  meeting,  the  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  West 
Bromwich  Clean  Air  Council  was  held  on  20th  May,  1963  when, 
after  a  report  presented  by  Mr.  C.S.  Stokes  on  behalf  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  the  election  of  officers  took  place. 
Mr.  A.J.  Shore,  Superintendent  of  Foundries,  (Messrs.  W  &  T. 
Avery  Ltd.,)  w  as  elected  G*  h  a  i  r  m  an,  C>  ounci  I  lor  E* .  0 .  hillips, 
Vice-Chairman;  Mr.  C.S.  Stokes,  Honorary  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  S.  Cayton,  (Chief  Public  Health  Inspector)  Press  Secretary. 
The  bu  siness  part  of  the  meeting  was  followed  by  an  address 
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by  F.  Harvey  Esq.,  Engineer,  West  Midlands  Gas  Board,  entitled 
'  Developments  in  the  Gas  Industry  and  the  Clean  Air  Programmer 
An  interesting  and  instructive  discussion  ensued  during  which 
Mr.  Cayton  outlined  the  efforts  recently  made  in  West  Bromwich 
towards  the  control  of  otmospheric  pollution. 

Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

The  measurement  of  the  concentration  of  smoke  and  sulphur 
dioxide  in  the  atmosphere  continued  to  be  made  at  the  five 
sites  in  the  Borough,  and  the  results  sent  to  the  Department 
of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  for  the  National  Survey 
being  undertaken  by  them.  Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  the 
Welfare  Committee,  Chief  Constable  of  Staffordshire,  and  the 
West  Bromwich  and  District  Hospital  Management  Committee  for 
their  co-operation  during  the  year  in  continuing  to  make  the 
sites  available,  and  Messrs.  Delta  Diecastings  Ltd.,  who, 
willingly  and  conscientiously  undertook  the  daily  measurements 
on  our  behalf  from  the  instruments  situated  on  their  premises. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  following  graphs  broadly  resemble 
those  of  ! 962  as  far  as  seasonal  variations  are  concerned  but 
that  the  Winter  peak  occurred  in  February.  This  was  no  doubt 
due  in  part  to  an  increase  in  the  quantity  of  fuels  burned  and 
partly  to  the  frequency  of  heavy  mists  and  fog  during  that  month. 
No  such  peak  occurred  in  November,  possibly  again  due  to  the 
weather  being  quite  clear  and  mild.  In  general  therefore  it 
can  still  be  said  that  the  level  of  smoke  pollution  in  an  indus¬ 
trial  area  like  West  Bromwich  can  be  considerably  reduced  by 
a  concerted  smoke  control  policy,  and  whilst  the  sulphur  dioxide 
concentration  remains  fairly  static  ail  efforts  to  reduce  the 
sulphur  conlent  of  fuels  should  be  pursued  relentlessly.  However, 
whilst  exhaust  fumes  from  motor  vehicles,  industrial  processes, 
the  use  of  tobacco  and  many  other  forms  of  pollution  are  blamed 
when  the  cause  for  reducing  atmospheric  pollution  is  voiced, 
it  is  essential  that  practical  and  reasonable  ways  of  cleaning 
the  atmosphere  remain  the  primary  target. 
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OFFICE-  L  LODGE  ROAD 


SMOKE  -  SOLPHUC  -DlOsfJDE 


CENTRAL  POLICE  STATION 

HI(.M  SIHEF.T 
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CHEST  CLINIC  -  HEATH  LANE 

S MOKE  -  -5(jLpHC'£  Oioxi DF - -* 


6REENSIDE  HOUSE  -  YEW  TREE 
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Average  F  igures 

wi  th  the  maximum  and  minimum  for  summer 
below. 

Smoke 

Concentration  in  micro-grammes  per  cubic  metre 


Average  figures 
and  winter  are  given 


1 

1963 

Jan  —  Mar 

Apr  —  Sept 

Oct  —  Dec 

S  ite 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Office,  2  Lodge  Road 

231 

860 

36 

56 

252 

4 

151 

452 

24 

Central  Police  Station 

235 

785 

3 

70 

264 

8 

184 

577 

51 

Chest  Clinic 

212 

843 

12 

63 

210 

11 

141 

488 

48 

Greens  ide  House 

210 

901 

20 

49 

192 

8 

117 

508 

32 

Delta  Diecastings  Ltd. 

252 

1035 

68 

83 

288 

4 

195 

548 

52 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

Concentration  in  micro-grammes  per  cubic  metre 


1963 

Jan  —  Mar 

A 

jr  —  Sept 

Oct  —  Dec 

S  ite 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Av 

Mx 

Mn 

Office,  2  Lodge  Road 

269 

1210 

99 

123 

294 

16 

395 

858 

83 

Central  Police  Station 

200 

826 

51 

1 14 

342 

32 

286 

707 

61 

Chest  Clinic 

229 

1055 

65 

115 

283 

43 

308 

910 

67 

Greenside  House 

201 

1022 

0 

89 

224 

36 

298 

731 

71 

Delte  Diecastings  Ltd 

235 

980 

54 

165 

492 

29 

313 

867 

57 

An  nual  Averages  (Per  Day) 

Office,  2  Lodge  Road  Instrument 

The  area  in  which  the  apparatus  is  situated  became  an 
operative  Smoke  Control  Area  on  1st  November,  1958. 

Concentration  in  micro-grammes  per  cubic  metre 


Year 

Smoke 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

1958 

236 

227.4 

1959 

193 

225.9 

1960 

170 

224.0 

1961 

145 

208.7 

1962 

140 

222.5 

1963 

124 

228.7 

120 


Wind  Frequency 

Number  of  Days  (at  10.30  a.m.  Town  Hall) 


Quarter 

Var./Ca  !m 

N 

NE 

E 

SE 

s 

SW 

W 

NW 

Jan  -  Mar 

- 

1 

25 

15 

11 

11 

12 

3 

13 

Apr  -  Jun 

9 

16 

5 

12 

8 

20 

14 

7 

July/Sept 

- 

6 

6 

6 

10 

7 

22 

30 

4 

Oct  —  Dec 

- 

20 

17 

11 

NIL 

3 

19 

13 

8 

Alkali  etc.  Works  Regulations  Act  1906 
Clean  Air  Act  1956  Section  17 
The  Alkali  etc.  Works  Order  1958 

The  number  and  type  of  works  in  the  Borough  for  which  the 
Alkali  etc.,  Works  Inspectorate  is  responsible  is  as  follows:- 


Chemical  Manufacturers  2 

Aluminium  Works  4 

Copper  Works  3 

Gas  and  Coke  Works  2 

Brickworks 

T ar  Works  2 

Iron  and  Steel  Works  5 

Aldehyde  Works  1 
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The  Alkali  Inspectorate  is  a  highly  qualified  staff  of  chemi¬ 
cal  engineers  consisting  of  a  chief  inspector,  two  deputies, 
twelve  district  inspectors  and  ten  other  inspectors.  They  are 
appointed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
to  administer  the  provisions  of  the  various  Alkali  Acts  and 
Orders.  Because  of  the  special  technical  difficulties  associated 
with  certain  processes  their  supervision  is  entrusted  to  this 
body  and  when  the  Hygiene  and  Cleansing  Department  becomes 
aware  of  a  nuisance  from  one  of  the  scheduled  processes  or 
registered  works  the  Alkali  inspector  for  the  district  is  informed. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  I960 

Several  complaints  and  a  number  of  petitions  about  nuisance 
from  noise  were  received  during  the  year,  all  of  which  were 
investigated  and  informal  action  taken. 

The  subject  of  noise  control  is  highly  specialised  having 
regard  to  its  varied  effect  on  the  individual  and  the  complexity 
of  methods  of  minimising  it.  To  assist  in  a  reasonable  evaluation 
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of  the  problems,  the  department  purchased  during  the  year  a 
Dawe  Sound  Level  Meter,  Type  1400E  and  an  Octave-band 
Analyser  Type  1464,  and  a  routine  has  been  established  for 
investigations  to  be  based  on  the  Noise  Criteria  Curve  principle. 
The  effect  of  noise  on  “the  common  man’’  and  the  type  of 
district  are  also  important  considerations. 

Two  of  the  Inspectors  attended  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
year  a  course  of  lectures  on  Noise  at  the  Birming  ham  Col  lege 
of  Advanced  Technology,  which  was  found  interesting  and 
instructive  and  filled  a  need  having  regard  to  the  Council’s 
new  responsibilities. 


The  following  table  indicates  some  of  the  complaints 
received:— 


Premises 

Nuisance 

Action  Taken 

Scrap  Yard 

Re  Mobile  diesel  crane 

No  nuisance 

Light  Engineering  Works 

Fans  at  night 

Fans  redesigned  and 
moved  owoy  from 
dwellings 

Str ip  Mi  1  is 

Material  handling  and 
•heavy  lorry  parking 

Sound-proofing  advised. 
Parking  of  vehicles 
stopped 

Cabinet  Works 

Woodworking  machinery 
at  night 

Nightworking  stopped 

Iron  Works 

Bar  breaking  at  night 

Practice  reduced  to 
minimumi 

F  oundry 

Cyc  lone 

Outlet  redesigned, 
nuisance  abated. 

Legal  Proceedings 

No  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  during  the  year, 
although  a  number  of  factory  occupiers  and  householders  were 
warned  following  contraventions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956. 
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Factories  Act,  1961 


Factories,  Factories  (no  mechanical  power)  and  Workrooms 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health,  made 
by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 


N  umber 

on 

■  Reg  ister 

N  umber 

of 

inspections 

"■»'  -  — - — 

N  umber 
of 

wr  itten 
notices 

N  umber 
of 

occupiers 

prosecuted 

1,  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,2,3,4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authority 

1 

2.  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  to  which  Section  7 
applies 

451 

295 

139 

3.  Other  premises  under  the 

Act  (excluding  cut-workers 
premises) 

10 

1 

m 

. 

TOTAL 

462 

296 

139 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


F  ound 

Remed  ied 

Referred  to 

H.M. 

Ins  pector 

Referred  by 
HM. 

1  ns  pector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1) 

9 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

5 

5 

(b)  Uns  uitab le  or 
defective 

440 

397 

6 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

4 

4 

• 

Other  Offences 

4 

- 

4 

| 

| 

TOTAL 

453 

406 

i 

4 

- 1 

6 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  AND  CONTROL 


In  the  report  for  1962  it  was  suggested  that  this  section 
could  be  more  aptly  named  ‘The  Meat  Inspection  Service" 
since  because  of  the  increased  slaughtering  little  food  hygiene 
work  could  be  carried  out.  Slaughtering  figures  again  show  an 
increase  on  the  previous  year  and  this  necessitates  the  working 
of  considerable  overtime  by  the  inspectors  both  during  the 
week  and  on  Saturdays  and  Sundays. 

The  advent  of  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963,  in 
October  coincided  with  the  resignation  of  one  of  the  more 
experienced  of  the  meat  inspectors  and  until  this  shortage  was 
made  good,  100%  meat  inspection  was  only  maintained  by  trans¬ 
ferring  inspectors  from  the  District  and  Air  Hygiene  Sections. 

Food  Hygiene. 

This  continues  to  be  the  responsibi lity  of  the  district 
inspectors  and  695  visits  were  made  in  this  connection.  This 
is  less  than  an  average  of  one  visit  per  food  premise  and  is 
quite  inadequate.  There  are  continuous  pressures  on  the  de¬ 
partment  to  maintain,  if  not  to  increase,  the  work  on  Meat 
Inspection,  Housing  and  Smoke  Control  and  this  can  only  be 
done  at  the  expense  of  routine  work  on  the  district. 

The  department  continues  to  receive  the  support  of  members 
of  the  public  who  brought  various  deficiencies  to  our  notice, 
sometimes  with  respect  to  food  itself,  and  sometimes  with 
respect  to  the  premises.  A  thorough  investigation  is  always 
made  although  the  circumstances  do  not  always  warrant  a 
prosecution.  In  the  year  under  review  one  such  case  involving 
a  hairgrip  in  a  loaf  of  malted  sultana  bread  resulted  in  legal 
proceedings.  Action  was  taken  under  Section  2  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  and  the  firm  pleaded  guilty.  They  were 
fined  £lU. 

Food  hawkers  operating  in  the  district  increased  from  20 
to  23.  Control  of  such  vehicles  is  effected  by  registration 
under  the  West  Bromwich  Corporation  Act,  1949,  and  such  inspec¬ 
tions  as  we  are  able  to  make. 

As  the  installation  of  the  deep-freeze  cabinet  has  become 
almost  universal  the  number  of  premises  selling  ice-cream 
continues  to  increase  and  341  premises  are  now  registered  for 
the  sale  or  manufacture  of  this  popular  and  safe  food. 

The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  food  premises 
with  which  the  department  is  concerned. 
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Sausage  and  cooked  meat  manufacturers  25 

Ice-cream  and  frozen  confections  manufacturers  7 

Pickle  manufacturer  ] 

F  ish  Friers  94 

Ice-cream  retciiers  (including  two  soft  ice-cream 

manufacturers)  341 

Slaughterhouses  (including  bacon  factories)  4 

Butchers1  shops  33 

Grocers’  shops  ]  ]5 

Greengrocers’  shops  55 

Fishmongers  14 

Confectioners  (including  sugar  confectioners)  80 

Cafes,  restaurants,  etc.  64 

Licenced  houses  163 

Outdoor  beer  licenses  42 

Bakehouses  17 

Aerated  water  manufacturers  6 

Brewers  and  bottlers  of  beer  1 

Wholesale  grocers  and  provision  warehouses  6 

General  dealers  184 

Synthetic  cream  manufacturer  1 


1,315 

The  total  of  all  shops  in  the  town  is  approximately  1,150. 
Food  Control 

Sampling  of  a  wide  variety  of  foods  is  carried  out  but  a 
total  of  229  taken  during  1963,  is  low  when  compared  with  a 
minimum  of  three  per  1,000  of  population. 

Samples  are  purchased  for  two  reasons,  firstly  to  ensure 
that  food  said  to  be  fit  is  fit  for  human  consumption.  It  some¬ 
times  happens  that  food  deteriorates  in  the  hands  of  the  shop¬ 
keeper  after  it  has  left  the  manufacturer  or  may  even  be  sent 
out  by  the  manufacturer  in  an  unfit  condition.  Second,  to  ensure 
that  the  food  complies  with  the  various  rules  and  regulations 
relating  to  composition  and  marking  that  are  imposed  upon 
manufacturers.  Misleading  claims  may  be  made  for  a  particular 
commodity  or  it  may  contain  a  substance  which  the  regulations 
prohibit  in  that  particular  food  it  may  even  be  that  the  shopkeeper 
has  omitted  to  display  a  declaration  giving  notice  of  some 
constituent  of  the  food  on  sale,  which  he  is  required  to  give. 

Samples  may  be  taken  by  one  of  two  methods.  The  sample 
may  be  a  formal  one  where  the  inspector  has  a  prescribed  legal 
procedure  to  follow  or  it  may  be  informal.  Ali  the  samples  here 
recorded  were  of  the  informal  type  where  the  inspector  purchased 
the  samples  as  an  ordinary  shopper  and  submits  them  directly 
to  the  analyst  without  any  formalities  whatsoever. 
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The  results  of  the  analyses  of  these  samples  is  given  as 
follows. 


Samples  Analysed 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

1st  Quarter 

70 

68 

2 

2nd  Quarter 

78 

76 

2 

3rd  Quarter 

80 

77 

3 

4th  Quarter 

1 

1 

m 

TOTAL 

229 

222 

7 

The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  was  3.05%  com¬ 
pared  with  6.0%  in  1962.  Fhe  above  table  summarised  the 
adulterated  or  unsatisfactory  samples  of  food  and  drugs  specified 

as  follows:- 


J  - - —  — - - — - - - - — - — 

Artie  Se 

Nature  or  Extent 
of  Adulteration 

Remarks 

Beef  Sausage 

Semple  No.  764 

Contained  307  p.p.m.  — 
S.0.2  not  declared 

F  irmed  war  ned  to 
display  notice. 

Beef,  Steak  Pudding 

Sample  No,  768 

Slightly  low/  in  meat 
.  content 

Firm  amended  contents 

Stoned  raisins 

Sample  No.  844 

infested  with  larva© 
and  larva!  excreta 

Prepacked  sample 

F  jrm  warned 

Apple  and  Straw¬ 
berry  Jam. 

Sample  No.  841 

Contained  an  excess 
of  S.0.2. 

Withdrawn  from  sale. 

Apple  Juice 

Sample  No.  921 

Vitamin  C  claimed  but 
no  quantity  stated  on 
label. 

Old  stock.  All  current 
stock  satisfactory. 

Pork  Sausage 

Sample  No.  913 

Contained  420  p.p.m. 

S.0.2.  not  declared. 

F  irm  warned  to 
display  notice. 

Shandy 

,  Sample  No.  954 

Low  in  alcohol 

Firm  agreed  to  increase 
content  to  satisfactory 

- _ 

level. 

Note  Sausages  may  contain  preservative  in  the  form  of 
sulphur  dioxide  but  it  must  be  declared  by  labelling  or 

of  a  conspicuous  notice  in  the  shop  where  they  are 

sold. 

,  Of  the  7  unsatisfactory  samples,  2  -related  to  the  non- 
dec location  of  preservative  in  sausage.  The  stoned  raisins  were 
unfit  and  the  rest  of  the  shop’s  stock  was  examined.  As  this 
was  an  isolated  example  the  firm  was  warned.  The  other  cases 
entailed  labelling  offences  and  satisfactory  arrangements  were 
made  with  the  firms  concerned. 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection 


As  stated  earlier  slaughtering  figures  again  increased. 
Lottie  alone  numbered  18,326  against  the  1962  figure  of  13  018 
an  increase  of  over  40%.  Cows  increased  by  more  than  24c%' 
sheep  by  more  than  27%  and  pigs  by  more  than  6%.  There  was 
a  slight  decline  from  2,946  calves  in  1962  to  2,580  in  1963. 
The  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  increased  from  58  to  7*8 
tons  which  is  in  proportion  with  the  increased  number  of  animals 
killed  It  is  a  pleasure  to  report,  and  it  is  very  fortunate,  that 
tnere  has  been  a  further  reduction  in  the  percentage  of  animals 
found  to  be  infected  with  tuberculosis,  there  is  still  a  large 
economic  loss  of  liver  due  to  parasites  -  liver  fluke  particularly. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Surrendered 


- : - r 

- T 

Cattle 

Exciud  ing 
Cows 

Cow  s 

Calves 

Sheep 

- , 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

18,326 

770 

2,580 

84,443 

102,803 

Number  inspected 

18,326 

770 

2,580 

84,443 

102,803 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 
TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

13 

12 

32 

90 

152 

;  Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
surrendered 

4215 

198 

15 

5373 

22195 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  d  isease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

23.07 

27.27 

1.82 

6.54 

21.73 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

- 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 

s  urrenaerea 

1 

701 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

• 

0.13 

0.69 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS 

Whole  carcases  surrendered 

Carcases  subject  to 
refrigerati  on 

8 

_ 

. 

- 

Percentage  affected 

0.043 

" 

• 

“ 

Percentage  of  Food  Animals  Affected  with  Tuberculosis 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Cattle  (excluding  cows) 

0.48 

0.35 

0.31 

0.02 

m 

Cows 

1  6.11 

1.87 

- 

0.16 

0.13 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pigs 

2.82 

2.77 

1.66 

1.35 

_ 

0.69 
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Summary  of  Carcases  Inspected 


- — — 

!  1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Cattie  (excluding  cows) 
Cows 

Ca  Ives 

Sheep 

Pigs 

3,100 

229 

483 

20,122 

63,899 

3,120 

213 

1,034 

22,170 

64,707 

7,857 

363 

1,819 

56,037 

76,446 

13,018 
619 
2,946 
65,572 
96,3 65 

18,326 

770 

2,580 

83,443 

102,803 

T  eta  1  s 

87,833 

91,244 

142,522 

178,520 

207,922 

Analysis  of  diseases  and  conditions  found  upon 
examination  in  slaughterhouses. 


post  mortem 


Abscesses  and  Septic  Wounds 
Act 

inomycos  is 
Arthritis 
Ascaris 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

Chloros  is 

Cirrhosis 

Congestion 

Cys  ticercus  bovis 

Echyn  ococcus  Cysts 

Emphysema 

E rysepe  las  acute  swine 
F as  ciol  ias  is 
F atty  change 
F ever  acute 

Hepatitis 
Hydronephros  is 

Inflammation  of  serous  Membranes 
Jaund ice 

Malignant  Growths 
Moribund 
Necrosis 
Nephritis 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

Paras  itic 

Pneumonia 

Pyaemia 

Septicaemia 

Septic  Pleurisy  and  Peritonitis 
Septic  Pneumonia 
T  e  long  iectas  is 
T  uberculosis 
Other  Diseases 


Weight  in  lbs. 
20,952 
2,110 
1,100 
14,691 
2,040 
29 

2,018 

13,618 

137 

2,073 

330 

403 

22,660 

1,382 

1,614 

7 

222 

19,231 

583 

1,874 

5,162 

206 

495 

6,218 

9,377 

18,217 

918 

10,565 

1,964 

1,845 

2,285 

9,742 

2,549 

176,617 
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Total  weight  surrendered: 


Ton  s 

1963  total 

78 

1962  total 

58 

1961  total 

29 

1 960  tota  1 

35 

1959  total 

29 

Analysis  of  foods  examined  i 
houses  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  h 


Cwts 

Qrs 

Lbs 

16 

3 

21 

5 

2 

24 

2 

3 

18 

7 

1 

14 

7 

3 

2 

premises  other  than 

s  laughter- 

an  consumption. 


ons  Cwts  Qrs  Lbs 


TINNED  GOODS 

Meat 
F  ish 

Vegetables 

Fruit 

Miscel  laneous 


2 


3 

6 

4 

1 


2 

2 

2 

1 

2 


25 

2 

7 

8 

7 


MEAT 


1 


OTHER  FOODS 
M 1 1  k 

Cheese 

Poultry 

Veaetables 

w 


3  4 

6  0  5 

23 

2  13  3  15 


Total  weight  surrendered  5  17  3  13 

in  1963  - 

Total  weight  surrendered 

in  1962  8  17  2  12 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

All  meat  condemned  by  the  food  inspectors  is  stained  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry's  recommendation,  at  the  source, 
and  disposed  of  by  the  individual  butchers  concerned  to  approved 
col  lectors. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958 

There  are  54  slaughk  men  licensed  by  the  Council  under 
the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  all  of  whom  are  actively  engaged 
in  slaughtering  in  one  or  other  of  the  registered  slaughterhouses 
in  the  Borough. 
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The  spec  ic  I  i  sf  Inspectors  observe 
of  both  new  applicants  and  trainee  s  i  aughtermen 
assess  their  suitability  as  "fit  ana  proper 
licensed.  The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  varies  little 
year  to  year  but  the  personnel  change  very  cons  iderablv. 


the  technical  ability 
in  order  to 
persons”  to  be 
from 


The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  I960 

Licences  under  these  Regulations  remain  valid  for  g  period 
of  five  years  from  I960,  and  158  dealers  are  registered  in  the 
Borough. 


Ice  Cream 

One  application  was  received  during  the  year  under  Section 
16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  to  sell  ice  cream. 

The  total  number  of  premises  now  registered  for  the  saie 
of  ice  cream  is  341,  and  although  25  are  registered  for  manu¬ 
facture,  only  7  actually  do  sg. 
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Dempster  Dumpster  ~  Qgg^giner  Contents  Discharging  to  Tip. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 


i  he  coiiecticn  and  disposal  of  refuse  is  a  costly  item  in 
the  budget  of  any  local  authority.  This  cost  is  made  up  of  labour 
about  6Q/0  and  transport  40%.  Consequently  there  is  a  clear  need 
to  explore  the  possibilities  of  applying  modern  methods  of 
mechanical  handling  to  make  this  work  more  acceptable  both 
hygienically  and  physically.  Vehicle  design  has  improved  to 
such  an  extent  that  we  can  now  operate  with  less  vehicles 
and  still  have  a  much  greater  carrying  capacity.  But  the  domestic 
bin  remains  unchanged  except  that  the  results  of  a  recent  enquiry 
published  by  ’  i  he  San itarian”  reveal  that  about  sixty  authorities 
are  operating  paper  sacks  schemes  or  pilot  trials.  This  is  part 
of  the  search  for  an  alternative  which  is  clean  and  less  laborious. 
Various  types  of  plastic  dustbins  are  available  but  as  yet,  they 
they  are  expensive  and  frail.  Undoubtedly,  there  is  a  market 
for  a  robust  bin  in  this  material  if  it  can  be  produced  in  quantity 
and  at  a  price  competitive  with  the  B.S.S.  bin.  It  would  have 
the  twin  advantages  of  being  noiseless  in  use  and  less  than 
half  the  weight  of  mild  steel  forthe  same  capacity.  Our  experience 
over  this  year  with  a  pilot  scheme  of  a  few  hundreds  has  been 
entirely  satisfactory  and  we  look  forward  hopefully  to  the  re¬ 
sults  of  the  developments  in  design  now  taking  place  locally. 

It  is  accepted  that  the  volume  of  refuse  is  steadily  in¬ 
creasing  and  probably  a  bin  size  of  3%  cubic  feet  would  be  in 
more  qeneral  use  were  it  not  for  the  increase  in  weight  to  be 
carried  to  and  fro  by  the  collector.  This  difficulty  wouid  be 
met  by  the  plastic  bin  but  another  problem  would  arise  —  the 
material  is  not  resistant  to  hot  ashes.  But  the  paper  sack  has 
the  same  weakness  which  seems  to  have  been  overcome. 

Just  as  the  refuse  storage  capacity  required  for  a  house 
must  be  increased  so  the  capacity  for  multi-storey  flats  must 
increase,  particularly  as  development  goes  higher.  Containers  of 
1 1 4  cubic  yards  emptied  mechanically  and  dustlessly  are  an 
excellent  substitute  for  a  row  of  eight,  ten  or  twelve  dustbins. 
It  is  even  more  advantageous  to  replace  multiple  bulk  containers 
with  one  large  container  of  four  cubic  yards  and  upwards.  To  do 
this  means  using  or  hiring  container  handling  equipment  such 
as  the  Dempster  Dumpster  system.  See  photograph  page  46. 

Having  deprived  industry  of  their  facilities  to  burn  waste 
materials  in  the  fire  tube  of  the  factory  boiler  or  on  bonfires, 
through  the  operation  of  the  C.A.A.  1956,  this  Corporation 
considered  that  a  reasonable  alternative  should  be  offered. 
The  Dempster  Dumpster  unit  and  27  containers  are  in  full  use 
giving  an  exclusively  industrial  service  in  which  the  containers 
are  hired  to  the  users  and  the  collection  charge,  including 
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disposal  costs,  is  added  whenever  the  container  needs  emptying. 
This  averages  twice  weekly  but  is  often  daily. The  scheme  is  fully 
self-supporting  and  is  to  be  duplicated  as  soon  as  there  are 
enough  hirers  ready  to  use  the  next  unit.  It  is  intended  to  reserve 
time  in  its  daily  programme  to  handle  containers  serving  multi¬ 
storey  flats  now  building  or  contemplated.  Bearing  in  mind  that 
the  Dempster  Dumpster  system  requires  one  operator  instead  of 
two  and  fewer  journeys  because  of  greater  capacity  the  advan¬ 
tages  are  substantial  and  likely  to  more  than  justify  any  difficul¬ 
ties  there  may  be  in  amending  basic  designs.  In  this  if  is  well 
to  remember  that  refuse  must  be  removed  throughout  the  “life” 
of  the  building  and  we  ought  not  to  create  a  situation  where  we 
are  forced  to  provide  a  daily  collection  when  twice  weekly 
would  suffice  it  we  provided  larger  containers. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Continuation  of  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  is  now  assured 
for  a  long  time  as  a  result  of  the  recent  purchase  of  75  acres 
of  land  containing  a  clay  quarry  covering  about  forty  acres. 
The  new  tip  on  the  S.W.  boundary  and  the  existing  tip  which  is 
situated  centrally,  will  be  operated  together.  The  remaining 
space  in  the  existing  tip  must  be  husbanded  carefully  to  mini¬ 
mise  haulage  costs.  Most  of  the  remaining  tipping  space  within 
the  borough  is  situated  in  the  Green  Beit  and  although  it  could 
be  used  successfully  for  controlled  tipping  a  better  appearance 
and  more  fertile  ground  would  result  if  the  declivity  was  used 
for  the  disposal  of  pulverised  refuse.  The  installation  of  a 
pulveriser  though  adding  to  the  cost  of  disposal  obviates  two 
objectionable  features  of  controlled  tipping  which  are  very 
difficult  to  “control”  under  to-day's  conditions,  namely  blown 
paper  and  dust.  The  dust  is  retained  in  the  mass  by  the  even 
distribution  of  moisture  in  the  pulveriser  and  any  paper  not 
removed  from  the  picking  belt  is  so  mascerated  and  inextricably 
mixed  with  everything  else  that  it  becomes  barely  recognisable. 

Dust  in  refuse  has  always  been  an  outstanding  problem. 
O.ur  pre-occupation  with  it  is  reflected  in  our  terminology  — 
dustmen,  empty  dustbins  into  dustcarts.  Probably,  the  cinder 
content  of  refuse  is  being  replaced  by  fine  ash  because  we  are 
using  more  efficient  grates  and  solid  fuel  room  heaters  and  small 
boilers.  The  effect  of  the  fast  growing  use  of  gas,  oil  and 
electricity  for  house  warming  may  not  yet  be  apparent  but  if  the 
decline  in  the  use  of  solid  fuel  for  domestic  purposes  anticipated 
in  the  next  decade  in  the  White  Paper  “Domestic  Fuel  Supplies 
and  the  Clean  Air  Policy”  (Cmd.  2231)  does  amount  to  30% 
then  the  dust  problem  should  decline  too. 

It  would  be  helpful  to  know  from  regular  analyses  what 
changes  are  taking  place  in  the  composition  of  house  refuse 
-hen  they  beg’n  to  occur.  Inclusion  of  this  information  as 
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o  regular  feature  of  the  Mnnuci  Cleansing  Costing  Returns 
i r w rr.  yv hat  might  be  CGi  *ec  samp! -no  towns  would  be  a  con¬ 
venient  way  of  disseminating  the  results  nationally. 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

she  replacement  of  worn  and  unservicea ble  bins  continues 
as  a  rate  charge  and  in  most  cases  2  b  cubic  feet  dustbins 
were  supplied.  I  ne  toi  lowing  table  shows  the  number  of  bins 
issued  per  year  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme:- 


1951  . 

.  1,514 

1957  . 

.  2,664 

1952  . 

.  1,856 

1958  . 

.  2,598 

1953  . 

.  3,325 

1959  . 

.  2,436 

1954  . 

.  2,532 

I960  . 

.  2,434 

1955  . 

.  3,071 

1961  . 

.  2,582 

1956  . 

.  2,856 

1962  . 

.  2,786 

1963  . 

.  3.247 

F<om  the  foregoing  figures  the  following  information  -is 
obtsined:- 

Average  issue  per  year  over  13  year  period  —  2607 

Number  bins  in  use  _  31  241 

Average  "life”  -  12'years  approx. 


Disposal  Site  -  Plant 

1  -Caravan/Mess  Hut  -  placed  in  service  November,  1959. 

]”£>5  Jraxcavator— placed  in  service  April,  1962  (Marsh  Lane) 
’ “"55  Traxcavator-placed  in  service  September,  1963  (Newtown) 

,  Fhese  are  100  h.p.  machines  and  they  handle  a  large 

volume  and  weight  of  miscellaneous  waste  exceeding  1,000 
tons  weekly. 


Public  Conveniences 


Situation 

Erected 

Library,  High  Street 
Dartmouth  Square 

1906 

1908 

All  Saints 

1939 

Hill  Top 

1951 

Stone  Cross 

1951 

Scott  Arms 

1951 

Carters  Green 

1956 

Birmingham  Road 

1960 

Accommodation  Provided 
Ma  ie 


3  w.c  s 

3 


3 

3 

3 

1 

4 
4 


/  / 
// 
n 
/  / 

/  / 

/  / 

1 1 


ema  Ie 


5  w.c's 
4 
4 
4 
2 

6 
* 
o 


1 1 
/  / 
/  / 

/  / 
/  / 
/  / 


The  convenience  at  the  Library,  High  Street,  is  beiow 
ground  and  worn  out.  The  Committee  hopes  to  replace  it  with 
a  suitable  building  above  ground  with  toilet  facilities  for  both 
men  and  women  as  soon  as  a  convenient  site  can  be  found. 


Recruitment  of  Labour 

The  labour  turnover  during  the  year  was  similar  to  our 
experience  in  1962.  Out  of  84  men  employed  on  1st  January,  1963 
as  drivers,  refuse  collectors  and  salvage  labourers,  there  were 
still  78  employed  on  31st  December,  1963. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  men  employed 


on  December  31st  and  their 

age  groups. 

Age  Groups  18—21 

5 

22-30 

19 

31-40 

16 

41-50 

29 

51-60 

12 

61-65 

4 

85 _ (Including  16  drivers) 

(3  employed  by  Transport  Dept.) 
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Average  Monthly  Loss  %  ]  953  1952  ]  96 1 

(a)  Sickness  and  Accidents  8.12%  6.29%  5.72% 

(b)  Casual  Absence  2.74%  2.59%  3.34% 
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MONTHLY  STATISTICS  OF  TIME  LOST  DUE  TO  SICKNESS,  ACCIDENTS  AND  CASUAL  ABSENCE  1963 


House  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  —  Operational  Statistics 


Area 

Population 

Total  number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  was  collected 
Weight  per  1,000  population  per  day 
Total  tonnage  (est.) 

Premises  from  which  collections  ore  made  at  least 
once  weekly 

Average  haul,  single  journey  to  final  disposal  point 
Total  refuse  disposed  of  (estimated) 

Methods  of  disposal  —  Controlled  tipping 


7,1  72  acres 
97,050 
29,811 
17.3  cwts . 
30,652 

100% 

2.5  miles 
62,652  tons 
100% 


Note: 

The  Census  1961  reveals  that  the  average  number  ot  persons 
per  room  in  West  Bromwich  is  0.75  which  is  higher  than  in  any 
other  part  of  the  county.  In  1951 ,  14.7%  of  the  population  lived 
at  a  density  in  excess  of  Vh  persons  per  room.  This  has  now 
fallen  to  8.9%  or  4.5%  of  all  households. 


Recovery  ©f  Waste  and  Dormant  Materials 

The  total  tonnage  of  waste  materials  salvaged  during  the  year 
and  the  income  received  is  as  follows:- 


T  ons . 

Cwts . 

Qtrs.  Lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  paper  (various  grades) 

1,027 

1 

2 

8,714 

1 

5 

Baled  Ferrous  Scrap 

117 

4 

3 

709 

5 

5 

Black  Scrap 

21 

18 

3 

77 

16 

6 

T  exti  les 

4 

17 

3 

80 

13 

6 

1,171 

2 

3 

- 

9,581  16  10 

Salvage 

The  decline  in  weight  recovered  and  value  obtained  is 
disappointing.  This  reflects  the  effect  of  severe  weather  in 
the  first  three  months  of  the  year  and  reduced  prices  of  waste 
materials.  Despite  the  difficulties  the  Committee  has  authorised 
the  re-equipment  of  the  depot  with  improved  presses  for  both 
paper  and  metal  and  these,  together  with  improved  paper  sorting 
and  conveying  facilities  will  come  into  operation  early  in  1964. 
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The  total  salvage  collected  and  income  received  from  1 953  to 
1963  was  as  under:- 


T  ons, 

Cwts. 

Qtrs . 

Lbs. 

£ 

s . 

a. 

1953 

773 

19 

2 

7 

3,947 

19 

10 

1954 

389 

- 

• 

- 

2,530 

17 

9 

1955 

444 

6 

2 

* 

3,657 

4 

7 

1956 

838 

7 

- 

26 

7,154 

8 

0 

1957 

988 

16 

3 

7 

8,414 

5 

2 

1958 

1,224 

5 

3 

22 

10,455 

19 

10 

1959 

1,423 

15 

2 

2 

11,638 

14 

5 

196© 

1,621 

18 

1 

8 

13,680 

0 

10 

1961 

1,501 

12 

3 

3 

12,958 

13 

8 

1962 

1,414 

n 

2 

5 

11,538 

11 

8 

1963 

1,171 

2 

3 

6* 

9,581 

16 

10 

11,791 

17 

• 

6 

95,558 

12 

7 

Public  Cleansing  Costings 


The  national  figures  of  cleansing  costs  published  by  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  reveal  the  following 
information. 


1  956/57 

1 957/58 

1958/59 

1959/60 

1960/61 

1961/62 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Average  cost  per  1,000 
premises  in  County 
Boroughs  tor  refuse 
collection  and  disposal 

2,025 

2,115 

2,193 

2,209 

2,352 

2,569 

Average  cost  per  1,000 
premises  in  County 
Boroughs  with  popula* 
tion  50-100,000  for 
refuse  collection  and 
disposal 

2,056 

2,089 

2,140 

2,174 

2,281 

2,485 

Average  cost  per  1  ,000 
premises  for  West 
Bromwich  for  refuse 
collection  and 
d  is  posa  1 

2,220 

2,240 

2,138 

— 

2,176 

2,166 

2,456 
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STAFF  OF  THE 

HYGIENE  AND  CLEANSING  DEPARTMENT 


at  at  31st  December,  1963. 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspectors: 
Housing 


Air  Hygiene  and  Factories 


Food  Hygiene  and  Control 


District 


Specialist  Public  Health  Inspectors: 
Housing 


Food  Hygiene  and  Control 
District  Public  Health  Inspectors: 
Assistant  Meat  Inspector 


F.A.  Oakes 
(a)  (b) 

J.G.  Kelly 
(a)  (b)  (c)  (d)  (h) 

N.H.  Owen 
(a)  (b) 

S.W.  Hogg 
(from  4.11.63) 

(a)  (b)  (d)  (k) 


C.  Drake 
(to  30.9.63.) 

K.C.  Davis 
(to  31.10.63) 

G.A.  Lavender 
(to  27.10.63) 

D. G.  Hunt 
(to  3.3.63) 

C.N.  Johnson 
(a) 
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fechmcal  Assistants: 


Factories,  Shops  and  Offices 

N.J.  Fearn 

Air  Hygiene 

D.P.L.  Chow 
(from  22.8.63) 

District 

W.  Owen 

(from  28. 10.63)  (1) 

Authorised  Meat  Officer 

F.  McHugh  (j) 

(from  1.2.63) 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

D.  Parish 

B.  Wedghury 

K.B.  Dorman 

Assistant  Cleansing  Superintendent 

S.  Johnson,  D.F.C. 
(g) 

Cleansing  Inspector 

K J.  Bellmore 

Pupil  Public  u leans ing  Officer 

C.  Burford 

(m) 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

C.S.  Stokes 

Senior  C lerk 

Miss  E.M,  Taylor 

Shorthand  Typist  and 
Chief  Public  Health 
inspector’s  Secretary 

Miss  EJ.  Timmins 

Junior  Clerk 
(to  12.12.63) 

Miss  V.P.  Meredith 

Jun ior  Clerk 
(to  31.8.63) 

Miss  J.E.  Withington 

Junior  Clerk 
(from  9.9.63) 

Miss  S.M.  Jeffs 

Junior  Clerk 
(from  2.12.63) 

QUALIFICATIONS 


(a)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  and 

Public  Health  Inspectors'  Examination  Joint  Board. 

(b)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for  Meat 
and  Food  Inspectors 

(c)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  for  Sanitary 

Science 

(d)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  forHealth  for  Smoke 
Inspectors 

(e)  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Fuei 

(f)  Royal  Society  of  Health  Certificate  for  Advanced 

Knowledge  of  Public  Health  Inspector's  Duties 

(g)  Testamur  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Cleansing 

(h)  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Meat 

(j)  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Association  of 

Scotland  for  Inspector’s  of  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

(k)  National  Certificate  in  Building 

(l)  1st  Class  City  and  Guilds  —  Plumber's  Work 

(m)  National  Certificate  in  Mechanical  Engineering 
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